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Elisabeth Pähtz
Elisabeth Paehtz, born in 1985, is Germany’s best female chess player. In 
1999 she became the youngest female German champion, a record she 
still holds to this date. In 2001 she became Woman Grandmaster and in 
2001, 2013 and 2016 she became German champion in Blitz chess. In 
2018 she achieved the titles of European champion in Rapid chess, placed 
second in the European Blitz chess tournament and in 2019 achieved third 
place at the European Women Chess Championship.

The Penultimate Mistake 
Wins

Strategies for the game of life

During the pandemic chess has become incredibly 

popular. Elisabeth Paehtz, Germany’s unchallenged 

leading chess champion for 17 years, is excited 

about this resurgence. She played her first game of 

chess when she was five years old, starting her suc-

cessful career which lead to her becoming number 

13 of the best chess players in the world. In 2021 she 

was the first German woman to be awarded her third 

Grandmaster honours. Asking herself where this un-

wavering fascination with chess originates, she tells 

of international, people-connecting friendships, wins 

and losses, a fight for equality in a male dominated 

sport and the strategies that are not only applicable 

when it comes to the Game of Kings, but also in the 

game called life.

Original title:
Wer den vorletzten Fehler macht, 
gewinnt

Original language: German

Publication in October 2022
224 pages, including many photos

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE
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Learn about life through chess.
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Gerd Gantefoer
Gerd Gantefoer, born 1956, is a professor for astrophysics, energy, climate 
and elementary particles at the University of Konstanz. Gifted with the 
talent of explaining complex topics with easily understandable phrases, his 
YouTube channel has gone viral with over 11,000 subscriptions and millions 
of clicks for his seminar-like videos, thus furthering a fascination of physics. 
Through his popular academic texts he leads his audience to the brink of 
the known, and sometimes a little bit further. 

The Perplexing Fabric of 
Reality and the Boundaries 
of Physics

The world has lost its fascination with classical phy-

sics, expecting it to already be able to explain every 

possible reality and natural phenomenon. But that 

is a wrong impression. Many existential questions 

are still unanswered, with the newest findings of 

quantum physics alluding to the existence of other 

realities outside of space and time. Modern physics 

and religion are not contradictory, according to 

Gantefoer. Quite the opposite, if applied together, a 

new understanding of our reality, and every other 

reality, could be achieved. Gantefoer inspires going 

down a path to discover the inexplicable, fantastical 

and sometimes spine-chilling matter of physics. 

This book will attempt to explain what physics is 

not (yet) able to explain.

Original title:
Das rätselhafte Gewebe unserer 
Wirklichkeit und die Grenzen der 
Physik

Original language: German

Publication in November 2022
176 pages

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

www.westendverlag.de
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About the inexplicable matter of physics.
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Andreas von Westphalen studied Comparative Literature, Modern German 
Studies and Philosophy in Bonn, Oxford and Freiburg. He is a director for theatre 
and audiobooks and also works as a journalist.
Georg von Westphalen studied human medicine in Cologne and works as a 
web designer for the pharmaceutical identification service DocCheck. He is a 
self-employed graphic designer for comics and games, and developed ‘Bernd 
das Brot’, a popular German Children’s TV muppet. 

Help, I’m a Human!

Astounding Answers to Existen-
tial Questions 

This remarkable academic comic by Andreas and 

Georg von Westphalen is concerning itself with 

questions central to the nature of humans, and giv-

ing unexpected answers. Are humans egocentric or 

altruistic? Do we need healthy competition to in-

crease our performance or do we prefer collabora-

tion? Which behaviour enhances individual well-be-

ing and furthers our collective social welfare? This is 

an affectionately drawn graphic novel which sends 

us on a utopian journey to discover the true nature of 

humans through clever and humorous content.

Original title:
Hilfe, Ich bin ein Mensch! 
Verblüffende Antworten auf existen-
zielle Fragen

Original language: German

Publication in February 2023
240 pages, illustrations throughout

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

www.westendverlag.de
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A graphic novel about the nature of humanity.

Andreas von Westphalen

Georg von Westphalen
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The history of the Castell family can be traced back to 1057, famous for their 
prudent and far-sighted actions. The Castells are known for their centuries-old 
forests and vineyards and the oldest Bavarian bank, established in 1774. Ferdi-
nand Fürst zu Castell-Castell, born in 1965, and Otto Fürst zu Castell-Rüden-
hausen, born in 1985, are working together to create the forests of the future. 

The Forest for our 
Grandchildren

Shaping Nature - Preserving the 
Future

The forest is in danger, even though it is essential in 

combating climate change. To strengthen forests 

as main oxygen suppliers and use the wood of cut 

down trees as CO2 binders is a crucial first step in 

overcoming the nostalgic view to leave a forest to 

itself as a nature reserve. The Castells know that 

ecology and economy do not have to be incompati-

ble in a sustainable and integral concept of forestry. 

On the contrary, wood is a sustainable and prospec-

tive resource that cannot keep up with fast-paced 

economic sales numbers. Only when CO2 is being 

retained in the wood, its potential for this world and 

future generations on this planet is used to its fullest. 

Following their philosophy that they are working for 

future generations, not future income, they present 

this book with lots of confidence and hopefulness 

that they will be able to preserve our woods.

Original title:
Der Wald für unsere Enkel. 
Natur gestalten – Zukunft erhalten

Original language: German

Publication in September 2022
224 pages, including many photos

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

www.westendverlag.de

The forest secures our future.

Ferdinand Fürst zu Castell-Castell

Otto Fürst zu Castell-Rüdenhausen
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Volkmar Nuessler, born in 1956, is an internal oncologist and executive coordi-
nator at the tumor department of the Comprehensive Cancer Centre Munich. 
He is the founder of multiple counselling hubs about the connection between 
nutrition and cancer. According to him, buying ecologically produced food and 
cooking healthily are the base to a balanced and sustainable diet.

The Best Medication is 
Coming out of the Kitchen

How a Healthy Diet Helps Saving 
the Planet

In his new book Volkmar Nuessler shines a light on 

the healing powers of a healthy diet. He explains the 

importance and correct uses of nutritional groups 

like meat, milk products and vegetables, showing 

how each contributes to our, and the planet’s, health. 

Incorrect nutrition is today’s leading cause for death. 

He expects a radical reassessment of food produc-

tion, knowledge acquisition and sustainable values, 

working with leading chefs and nutritionists to create 

new meals that keeps us healthy and protect our en-

vironment. Live longer with appetizing and healthy 

new meals!

Original title:
Die beste Medizin kommt aus 
der Küche. 
Was eine gesunde Ernährung zur 
Rettung des Planeten beiträgt

Original language: German

Publication in January 2023
224 pages

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

www.westendverlag.de

With many recipes from star chefs.

Prof. Dr. med. 
Volkmar Nuessler
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Dr. Wolfgang Staudt is a lecturer and wine professional. In 2005 he obtained 
the title of Wine Academic through the internationally regarded diploma Wine & 
Spirits. He has been planning events, seminars and wine schoolings since 1995. 
He is a successful author in magazines, newspapers and wine books. 
Janek Schumann received the world wide highest honour for wine lovers, the 
Master of Wine in 2015. He is a lecturer and consultant for wineries and compa-
nies in Central Europe. He owns a wine shop in Freiberg, Germany and is a wine 
tester and judge for the Gault-Millau Weinguide Germany.
 

New Wine Wave

Europe’s Vintners for the Future

Wine experts Wolfgang Staudt and Janek Schumann 

went on a journey all across Europe to find vineyards 

that will inspire the future. Their adventurous cam-

paign led them to 101 winegrowers who operate 

sustainable vineyards, question traditions critically 

and revolutionize the ecological cultivation of wine. 

The people they met all added new quality standards 

through their enthusiasm and innovative ideas. This 

extraordinary book tells of a passionate craft for  

lovers of indulgence and an appreciation for good 

wine, taking you beyond the bounds of a mainstream 

wine world.

Original title:
New Wine Wave. 
Europas Winzer für die Zukunft

Original language: German

Publication in July 2022
384 pages with numerous pictures

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

www.westendverlag.de
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Discover new wines. 101 creative winemakers in 
portrait.

Dr. Wolfgang Staudt 

Janek Schumann
©

C
ha

rli
e 

Bi
bb

y



www.westendverlag.dewww.westendverlag.de

Guenter Theissen, born in 1962, studied biology in Düsseldorf, which is also 
where he got a diploma for his work on viroids and received his doctorate for 
gene regulation in bacteria. He was group leader at the Max-Planck Institute for 
Plant Breeding Research from 1992-2001 and taught as a professor for botany 
at the Westphalian Wilhems-University in Münster. Ever since 2002 he is chair 
holder for genetics at the Friedrich-Schiller-University in Jena.

The Virus

Investigating the Source of 
Covid-19

SARS-CoV-2 has had the world holding its breath for 

over two years now. But where did it come from and 

how did it develop? The experienced molecular biol-

ogist Günter Theissen attempts to follow the clues 

and has collected all data since the beginning of the 

pandemic. Yet he soon discovers that most experts 

and media agreed on a natural emergence – without 

any proof. Joined by like-minded colleagues, Theis-

sen is trying to find out the truth and advocates for 

an unbiased investigation and independent scientific 

research. The resistance obstructing his search 

shows the weakest links in science, the media, and 

in international politics.

Original title:
Das Virus. 
Auf der Suche nach dem Ursprung 
von Covid-19

Original language: German

Publication in June 2022
192 pages

RIGHTS SOLD TO DENMARK

www.westendverlag.de

Laboratory or zoonosis: the facts decide. 
A scientific thriller. 
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Guenter Theissen
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Ulrike Guérot

Ulrike Guérot studied Political Science, History and Philosophy in Bonn, Münster and 
Paris. She is a professor, author, and activist in the fields of Europe and democracy, 
with stints in think tanks and at universities in Paris, Brussels, London, Washington, 
Berlin, and Vienna. In 2014, she founded the European Democracy Lab, e.V., a think 
tank to rethink Europe. In 2016, her book "Why Europe Must Become a Republic. A 
Political Utopia" became a bestseller across Europe. Ulrike Guérot is Professor of Euro-
pean Policy at the Rheinische-Friedrich-Wilhelms University in Bonn and Co-Director of 
the Centre Ernst Robert Curtius (CERC).

Silence means Consent
About the state of our time and how 
we want to live 

After two years of pandemic, in demoralized societ-

ies, deformed democracies, polarized debates, 

exhausted economies and restricted liberties, this 

question is right in the middle of the European 

table! Ulrike Guérot has written an angry essay for 

all those who do not want to live as they have lived 

in the last two years; who do not want to throw 

another democratic system after a virus, and who 

do not want to gamble away their freedom for a 

supposed security. A book against the transhuman-

ist zeitgeist, which, with a control policy masked as 

life-saving, gambles away precisely that which 

constitutes the mystery of life.

Original title:
Wer schweigt, stimmt zu
Über den Zustand unserer Zeit. 
Und wie wir leben wollen

Original language: German

Publication in March 2022
144 pages

40.000 copies sold

RIGHTS SOLD TO ITALY

www.westendverlag.de
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A combative text about the state of the times. And 
about how we want to live.
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Heiner Flassbeck worked with the United Nations in Geneva as chief economist for UNCTAD from 
2000 to 2012. Before that he served as secretary of state for the German finance ministry.
Friederike Spiecker has a diploma in economy from Konstanz University. Before she was as a 
freelance economist concerning herself with national and international economic questions, she 
worked for the German Institute for Economic Research.
Constantin Heidegger studied physics at the ETH Zurich and received his PhD at CERN. He is a 
scientific researcher and started studying economics in Freiburg in 2021.

The Atlas of World 
Economy 2022/2023

Numbers, Facts and Analyses 
about Globalised Economics

Heiner Flassbeck, Constantin Heidegger and Frie-

derike Spiecker give independent, fact-based and 

competent insights about the national and interna-

tional economic issues and opportunities of 2022/23 

together with fully illustrated visual aids. Designed 

like a magazine, his biannual atlas is not just for 

economists, but everyone wanting to understand the 

complex connections of today’s global economy. In 

this edition the authors focus on the dimensions of 

the influence the pandemic had on the economy.

Original title:
Atlas der Weltwirtschaft 2022/23. 
Zahlen, Fakten und Analysen zur 
Globalisierten Ökonomie

Original language: German

Publication in November 2022
128 pages, visual aids with up-to-
date figures and facts

10.000 copies sold of the previous 
edition 2020/2021

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

www.westendverlag.de
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All the important facts about the global economy.

Heiner Flassbeck
Friederike Spiecker
Constantin Heidegger
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Nikolaus Muenster was born in 1951 in Frankfurt am Main. There he studied 
economy and politics and took part in student protests. He was the editor for 
city planning, architecture and local politics with the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zei-
tung from 1982 until 1991, following which he spent 25 years as the head of the 
Press and Information Department of Frankfurt.

The Lingering Silence

Between Resistance and Life 
Hunger 

As a leader of a resistance group, Arnold Münster – 

the author’s father – was sentenced to eight years in 

jail in 1935. SS leader Heinrich Himmler pardoned 

him towards the end of his jail time, because the  

Nazis urgently needed him as a highly qualified sci-

entist. During the war he married Lilly Curtius, affili-

ated prior with a Nazi clinic director. Arnold Münster 

never talked about their past, because of which Ni-

kolaus Münster felt compelled to investigate their 

history: him, the resistance fighter – her, looking 

away. A story between resistance and life hunger.

Original title:
Das lange Schweigen. Zwischen 
Widerstand und Lebenshunger

Original language: German

Publication in January 2023
164 pages

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

www.westendverlag.de

Eight years of arrest underneath the swastika. 
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Nikolaus Muenster
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The new series Streitfragen at Westend 
aims to promote a creative culture of debate.

Transhumanism?
Transhumanism is chasing the goal of pushing the bound-
aries of human nature – physically and mentally. Different 
technologies are supposed to increase performance effi-
ciency, replace lost skills and devise new abilities. Yet is 
this expansion of the human mind ultimately an improve-
ment or does it lead to the deflection of humanity towards 
being mindless machines? While Stefan Lorenz Sorgner 
argues in favour of an optimized life in a world of progress 
driven by pushing our own boundaries, Ulrike Guérot ad-
vises to be cautious and warns of the dangers of the tech-
nology-driven trans humanistic dream of authoritative cap-
italists wishing for constant surveillance and a 
dehumanization of society.

Original title: 
Transhumanismus?

Original language: German

Publication in January 2023
96 pages

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

©
 H

an
ne

s J
un

g

©
 p

riv
at

Ulrike Guérot studied politics, history and philosophy in Bonn, Münster and 
Paris. She is a professor, author and activist concerning herself with Europe-
an politics and democratic ideals, she founded the European Democracy Lab 
in 2014. She is professor for European politics at the University in Bonn and is 
the co-director of Centre Ernst Robert Curtis (CERC). 

Stefan Lorenz Sorgner studied Philosophy in London, Durham, Gießen and 
Jena. He’s a philosophy professor at John Cabot University in Bonn, editor of 
the ‘Beyond Humanism: Trans- and Post humanism’ series and a member of 
the Institute for Ethics and Emerging Technologies (IEET).

Economic Growth?
This year, too, our economic system and lifestyle are con-
suming the resources of three Earths. So how do the need 
for sustainable climate protection and an economic sys-
tem based on permanent growth fit together? Finding an-
swers to this question is more urgent than ever in our day. 
Do we need a radical turnaround toward a post-growth 
economy? Or are we, by stepping on the growth brake, 
curtailing our prosperity and people's very own charac- 
teristic of free development? This is discussed in the new 
volume of our series Streitfragen.

Original title: 
Wachstum?

Original language: German

Publication in June 2022
107 pages

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

Dr. phil. Katja Gentinetta, born 1968 in Switzerland, is a political philoso-
pher. She has worked as an university lecturer for over 10 years. She is an 
economics columnist for the NZZ and publishes and lectures in Switzerland 
and abroad on social and economic policy issues. 

Prof. Dr. Niko Paech born in 1960, is an economist and teaches at Carl 
von Ossietzky University in Oldenburg. He introduced the term "post-growth 
economics" in Germany and was awarded the ZEIT WISSEN Prize „Mut zur 
Nachhaltigkeit“ ("Courage for Sustainability”).
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The new series Streitfragen at Westend 
aims to promote a creative culture of debate.

Digitalized Healthcare?
Digitization in healthcare, such as the newly introduced 
electronic patient file, promises many advantages: Aller-
gies, previous illnesses, medications and other important 
information would be immediately accessible in an emer-
gency. But what about the security of centrally stored 
health data? Such data collection could save lives, improve 
research and thus patient care. But at the same time, it 
could also have a serious impact on insurance rates or the 
chance of finding a job. Will telemedicine and algorithms 
replace treatment and the conversation between doctor 
and patient in the near future?

Original title: 
Digitalisierte Gesundheit?

Original language: German

Publication in September 2022
96 pages

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

Identity Politics?
The term identity politics is on everyone's lips: Is empha-
sizing a particular identity the only and right way to help 
marginalized groups gain equal visibility? And is it possi-
ble, for example, to ensure a more just society by changing 
our language? Or does such a policy rather divide our so-
ciety, because it is precisely the strong and constant em-
phasis on otherness that increasingly divides people and 
thus prevents them from seeing themselves as a commu-
nity? In a special way, this question also concerns art and 
culture: Can they still claim the freedom to try things out 
and to question prevailing forms of morality, or must they 
in the end subordinate themselves to what is considered 
right in politics?

Original title: 
Identitätspolitik?

Original language: German

Publication in October 2022
96 pages

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE
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Prof. Dr. Paula-Irene Villa Braslavsky, born in 1968, grew up in Argentina, 
USA, Canada and Germany, studied social sciences at the Ruhr-University 
Bochum. Since 2008, she has held the Chair of Sociology and Gender Studies 
at the Institute of Sociology at Ludwig Maximilian University in Munich. 

Prof. Dr. Bernd Stegemann, born in 1967, is a dramaturge at the Berliner 
Ensemble, and professor of theater history and dramaturgy at the Ernst Busch 
Academy of Dramatic Arts. He advocates for a new culture of debate; most 
recently published: "Die Öffentlichkeit und ihre Feinde" and "Wutkultur".
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Dr. med Franz Bartmann is a senior physician at the Malteser Hospital in 
Flensburg since 1989. Between 2001 and 2018 he was the president of the 
medical association Schleswig-Holstein. He was a member of the board of 
the German medical association where he was responsible for the areas of 
telematics and telemedicine. Today he is a freelance consultant for the topics 
eHealth and medical education.  

Andreas Meißner is a psychotherapist in Munich. He has published numer-
ous articles on the telematics infrastructure and the electronic patient record. 
In 2020, he petitioned against the compulsion to connect to the telematics 
infrastructure and the central storage of electronic patient record data.
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About the Privilege of 
having an ill Father

"Hello, my name is Oskar. I am 15 years old and four years 
ago my father got Alzheimer's." This is how Oskar begins his 
unpretentious but very moving text about the course of his 
father's illness. Openly and personally he talks about how 
he, his siblings and his mother deal with the situation. Os-
kar's book is a stirring and evocative account of the uncon-
ditional love of fathers and children. The book is illustrated 
with photos of the art objects created by his father, which 
are called "Stöcker" in the family.

Original title: 
Vom Privileg, einen kranken Vater 
zu haben

Original language: German

Publication in February 2022
64 pages with many photos

10.000 copies sold

RIGHTS sold to Denmark

The Longest War. 
20 Years “War on Terror”

Operation Enduring Freedom on 7 October 2001 marked 
the beginning of the “War on Terror” in Afghanistan, which 
to date has become the longest war fought by the USA and 
its allies, with thousands of deaths and injuries. On the 20th 
anniversary of the attack, Emran Feroz describes this war 
from an Afghan perspective for the first time. From speak-
ing to Hamid Karzai to Taliban officials to affected citizens 
who suffered above all from this war.

Original title:
Der längste Krieg. 
20 Jahre ‘War on Terror’

Original language: German

Publication in August 2021
224 pages

16.000 copies sold

RIGHTS SOLD TO US/UK

Emran Feroz, born in 1991, works as a freelance journalist with a 
focus on the Middle East and Central Asia, among others for Die Zeit, 
taz, Al Jazeera and The New York Times. He wrote a book about the US 
drone war, “Death at the Push of a Button” (2017) and is the founder 
of a virtual memorial for civilian drone victims (www.dronememorial. 
com.)
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Oskar Seyfert was born in Hamburg in 2006. He loves soccer, his 
siblings some of the time and soft boiled mushrooms never. Later, he 
wants to found a new philosophy. Together with his father, who suffers 
from Alzheimer's, he started collecting memories four years ago. In 
writing, verbally and by foot: for hours he roamed the forest with his 
father collecting sticks. The sticks became a shared symbol in the fight 
against forgetting.
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8849
Mass Tourism, Death and Exploitation 
on Mount Everest

Mount Everest has become a place for perverted mass 
tourism of the luxury class with fatal consequences for the 
Tibetans living there, the mountaineers and nature. In a 
knowledgeable and exciting way, Oliver Schulz describes 
which forces and interests have driven this development. 
He tells of the dream and nightmare on the highest moun-
tain on earth, of the business with the altitude mania, which 
exemplifies the insanity of the entire international alpinism. 

Original title: 
8849 
Massentourismus, Tod und Aus-
beutung am Mount Everest

Original language: German

Publication in May 2022
224 pages

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

Save the Friendship! 
About the Best Cure against 
Loneliness

With the pandemic and the reduction of social contacts, 
the problem of loneliness of many people in our society has 
received a strong push. In a wide range of topics from an-
tiquity to our present, Schoepp describes friendship as a 
social construct and a stressful feeling of an often lifelong 
connection with a high value for society, social life and the 
mental health of the individual. Based on legendary friend-
ships and with many inspiring examples, Schoepp encour-
ages us to open ourselves unconditionally to friendships.

Original title:
Rettet die Freundschaft. 
Über das beste Heilmittel gegen 
die Einsamkeit

Original language: German

Publication in March 2022
240 pages

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

Sebastian Schoepp, born in 1964, is a political editor. He spent a 
large part of his professional life working in Southern Europe and Latin 
America. Finally, the post of correspondent in Buenos Aires beckoned 
as the crowning glory of his career. To take care of his parents, he gave 
up South America. He has never regretted this decision. He now lives 
in Munich.

©
 p

riv
at

©
 p

riv
at

e

Oliver Schulz, born in 1968, Schulz is an Indologist, Tibetologist and 
sociologist and works as an editor and freelance journalist. He is the 
author of the non-fiction books "Indien zu Fuß" (DVA) and "Die Ti-
betlüge" (vitolibro) and has written numerous articles on the political 
situation on the subcontinent in Die Zeit, Zeit online, Spiegel, Welt and 
Media, among others. He now lives in Lübeck.


