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FISH SCHOOL
You’ll need: card labels (or sea shells), 
pencil shavings (use a pencil sharpener), 
leaves, scissors, glue, googly eyes

Did you know? Fish make noises to talk to one 
another, but they don’t use their mouths like humans 
– they make sounds by vibrating their muscles.

3. Add glue to your fish’s body and stick on 
the pencil shavings to make scales. Now add 
an eye so that your fish can see you too.

2. Next, glue on some leaves  
to add two fins and a tail.

1. Take a card label and snip off 
the top two corners. This end of 
the label is your fish’s head.

4. Repeat until you have a whole shoal of fish. 
What are they swimming away from? Maybe it’s 
a big fish or a shark – draw the mystery 
creature to complete the scene.

pencil 
shaving 
scales

try using 
shells 

instead

card label

leaf fins

leaf tail
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LEAF BUGS

Did you know? Bugs don’t have skeletons 
inside their bodies like humans do. They 
have an exoskeleton, or ‘outside skeleton’ 
– a shell that protects them.

4. Finally, arrange 
all your bugs on a piece 

of paper. Draw their natural 
habitat. Remember, to a bug a flower 

is as tall as a tree and a rock is as high
as a mountain.

2. Take a pair of matching leaves. 
Glue them to each side of your bug’s 
body to make wings. Repeat – each 
bug should have two sets of wings.

1. Choose a selection of sticks and 
pinecones. These are your bugs’ bodies.

seed wings

twig legs

leaf  
wings

You’ll need: sticks, pinecones, 
dry leaves (matching pairs), 
helicopter seeds, small twigs, glue, 
googly eyes

3. For smaller bugs, use helicopter 
seeds as wings. Next, add tiny twigs 
for the antennae or legs, and 
googly eyes. 

stick body

twig 
antennae

googly eyes

Drawing on Yuval Zommer’s years of experience running 
art workshops for children, The Big Book of Nature Art 
is packed with twenty-two easy art activities inspired by 
nature. Each project can be achieved in four simple steps 
using natural materials combined with recycled or found 
items from around the home. 

Each nature art activity requires no more than 
five minutes set-up and five minutes clean-up, making it 
easy to achieve and fun for everyone involved. The book 
encourages children to see the creative potential in the 
natural and everyday treasures all around us – from twigs, 
seed pods, petals and leaves to loo rolls, pencil shavings, 
takeaway cutlery and kitchen string. 

Little nature artists will enjoy making paper-plate 
birds; leaf bugs; coffee-cup owls; tree bark bats; and seed 
pod creepy crawlies, as well as scenes for their creatures 
to dwell in, from watery worlds to underground tunnels.

The Big Book 
of Nature Art
Yuval Zommer

For ages 4+

Featuring twenty-two easy 
craft projects using natural 
and recycled materials, 
The Big Book of Nature 
Art is a fun and eco way 
for young children to 
connect creatively  
with nature

Yuval Zommer is an award-
winning and bestselling 
author, illustrator and 
environmentalist based in 
London. He studied at the 
Royal College of Art, and 
worked for many years as a 
creative director at leading 
advertising agencies before 
becoming an author and 
illustrator. Titles in his Big 
Book series have been 
worldwide bestsellers.

34.0 × 23.0cm
64pp   PLC 
ISBN 978 0 500 652930
April
£14.99

Bugs      
Beasts  
Blue

978 0 500 650677
978 0 500 651063
978 0 500 651193

Birds        
Blooms  
Belonging  

978 0 500 651513
978 0 500 651995
978 0 500 652640

Plus 'Big Sticker Books':

Beasts  
Bugs  
Blue   
Birds  
Blooms  

978 0 500 651339
978 0 500 651346
978 0 500 651803
978 0 500 652008
978 0 500 652299
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come dine with me?
Just because a mushroom is bioluminescent that doesn’t mean it 
is toxic (though you should never eat any mushrooms you find, 
unless you are a trained forager). However, some scientists think 
that glowing insides are to put off would-be diners, as damaged 
mushrooms would attract bigger predators to the scene.

KEEPING AN EYE ON THE TIME
Many species of fungi give off a continuous glow, day and night. 
But some species, such as Neonothopanus gardneri or ‘Flor de 
Coco’, stop glowing during the day when bioluminescence is no 
longer visible. This suggests that there is a reason for their glow, 
and it’s not just a bizarre side effect of evolution.

WHY DO SOME FUNGI GLOW?
Have you noticed how some insects can’t help but buzz towards 
a source of light? Scientists think that bioluminescent fungi glow 
precisely for this reason – to attract insects. When an insect 
crawls over the fungi it becomes covered in fungal spores, which 
are the particles that fungi use to reproduce. The insect spreads 
the spores wherever it travels next, planting new fungi as it goes. 

FLOR DE COCO Neonothopanus gard
ner

i

Glowing mushrooms seem like they should only belong in fairy tales. 

Yet they are real and can be found around the world. So far we know of about 100 species 
of fungi that give off their own light – and new species are still being discovered.

HYPHAE

MYCELIUM

THALLUS

FRUITING 
BODY

16

1. Bleeding Fairy Helmet  2. Filoboletus manipularis  3. ETERNAL Light Mushroom  4. little Ping-Pong Bats  
5. Bitter Oyster  6. Green Pepe  7. Jack-O’-Lantern  8. Ghost mushroom

PLATE KEY

The round top of a mushroom is called the fruiting body 
– this is where spores are produced. The stalk is called the 
thallus. The inside of a mushroom is made up of stringy 
fibres called hyphae. The hyphae are tangled together in a 
complex network called the mycelium which extends from 
the inside of a mushroom to the underground, like roots. 

In some species of fungi, such as Armillaria mellea or 
honey fungus, only the mycelium glows. The mycelium is 
not usually visible so we are not sure why it glows – this is  
a puzzle that is still to be solved. 

HONEY FUNGUS Armillaria melle
a

FUNGAL FAIRY LIGHTSFungal FAIRY LIGHTS

THE STRUCTURE OF A MUSHROOM

  2. 1.

4.

  3.

It’s a warm summer evening at the beach and the sun is going down.  

Out of the corner of your eye, you notice the waves starting to flash in the last of the 
sun. You realise it’s not just your imagination. You walk closer to the sea and crouch 
down, drawing your hand through the water. As you disturb it, a curious blue light 
follows. You raise your hand from under the surface, and tiny stars sparkle  
and then fade across your skin. 

A s the night draws in, your surroundings darken – but the water becomes even more vibrant. 
A magical blue light glows and fades with the cresting and breaking of the waves. As you walk 

away from the water’s edge, your footsteps on the wet sand light up beneath you. This phenomenon 
is known as ‘sea sparkle’, and is an example of...

Bioluminescence
‘Bio’ means living. ‘Luminescence’ is a type of light. 

So bioluminescence means living light.

Bioluminescence is the emission of light caused by chemical reactions inside certain animals, fungi 
and bacteria. It makes these creatures glow. From fireflies to jellyfish, bioluminescence comes in 
different forms and has many functions in the natural world. 

Creatures are rarely bioluminescent for just one reason and they often use their ability in 
a variety of ways. These include defence, luring prey, communicating, attracting a mate and 
camouflage.  ‘Sea sparkle’ is caused by tiny microorganisms called dinoflagellate, which light  
up when they are disturbed. Many kinds of dinoflagellate can create this magical effect, including 
one called Noctiluca scintillans, which is illustrated on the opposite page.

sparkles glowssparkles glows

Wildlife
THAT

6

1. Dolphins swimming in the sea sparkle, leaving trails of light
   2. Mauve stinger jellyfish   

3. Sea Sparkle under the microscope – Noctiluca scintillans   
4. COMB JellyFish

7

PLATE KEY

1. 

3. 

7. 

8. 

2. 

5. 

6. 

4. 

13

Being a deep-sea creature is a dangerous business.  
If you don’t have a clever defensive strategy like bioluminescence,  

you might well become another creature’s dinner.  

NOW YOU SEE ME...
Now you don’t! Many species use bioluminescence to dazzle 
and confuse their predators. One example is the deep-sea-
dwelling vampire squid. You’re probably familiar with the way 
some species of squid spray ink at their attackers to temporarily 
blind them? The defensive strategy of the vampire squid is 
similar but instead of ink, it has adapted to squirt a glowing 
mucus. This distracts the attacker while the squid makes a quick 
getaway. But it gets worse – the mucus sticks to the attacker 
and attracts larger predators to the scene!

INTRUDER ALERT! 
Some creatures give off light when they are threatened, like 
a burglar alarm! Bamboo coral such as Keratoisis flexibilis does 
exactly this – it wards off its enemies by producing brilliant neon 
blue flashes when it is disturbed. The Atolla jellyfish sets off 
a spectacular pinwheel of light when it is under attack. The light 
draws the attention of even bigger predators which hunt the 
creatures that are hunting the Atolla jellfish!

A devious decoy
The brittle star is a close relative of starfish and has five long, 
flexible limbs. When it comes under attack the brittle star can 
escape by sacrificing a limb. It voluntarily detaches it and the 
predator is tricked into following the limb, which continues to flash 
on it’s own while the brittle star escapes. Some deep-sea creatures 
are transparent so if a see-through predator eats a flashing limb, it 
will itself become a glowing target for other predators. Even better, 
the brittle star is able to grow back any missing limbs!

A STRATEGY OF defencestrategy DEFENCE

BAMBOO CORAL  Keratoisis f
 exibilis

VAMPIRE SQUID Vampyroteuthis infernalis

BRITTLE STAR Amphiura f lifo
rmis

1. Atolla Jellyfish  2. Helmet Jellyfish  3. Fire-breathing Shrimp  4. Sea firefly  
5. BUbblegum coral  6. Venus Flytrap Anemone  7. Brittle star  8. Bamboo COral 

PLATE KEY

Jennifer N. R. Smith is an award-
winning illustrator based in Bristol. 
She has a BA in Fine Arts and is 
certified in medical illustration with 
the M.A.A. In 2022 she was 
longlisted for the World Illustration 
Awards and shortlisted for both the 
V&A Illustration Award and ABCD 
Awards. Edith Widder is a renowned 
marine biologist and bioluminescence 
expert and the author of Below the 
Edge of Darkness. It is thanks to her 
oceanography work that we know so 
much about bioluminescence.

36.0 × 27.6cm
40pp    
UV printing with 5th Pantone
ISBN 978 0 500 653203
June 
£16.99

Glow
The wild wonders  
of bioluminescence

Jennifer N. R. Smith 
Consultant: Dr Edith Widder

For ages 7+

The astonishing phenomenon 
of bioluminescence is 
brought to life in vivid 
detail by medical illustrator 
Jennifer N. R. Smith

 The natural world is an infinite source of wonder and the 
phenomenon of bioluminescence is no exception. Glow 
explores the remarkable way animals and plants light up 
of their own accord, and what we can learn from their 
incredible glow-in-the-dark abilities. Written and illustrated 
in minute detail by medical illustrator Jennifer N. R. Smith, 
Glow takes readers on a magical journey to the deepest 
ocean trenches, through winding networks of caves and 
into the darkest corners of the forest to experience the 
wonder of bioluminescence.

Glow introduces readers to creatures that glow, 
including anglerfish, the glowing sucker octopus and 
honey fungi, as well as hosts of fireflies and glow-worms.  
It also celebrates the scientists and deep-sea explorers 
who, at great personal risk, have travelled to the ocean 
floor to study bioluminescence.

Printed using UV printing techniques with a 5th spot 
colour, the illustrations literally glow on the page, making 
for a truly awe-inspiring reading experience.
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How Our Solar 
System Began
The Planets, Their 
Moons and Beyond

Aina Bestard

For ages 9+

A large format, beautifully 
designed book that takes 
readers on an incredible 
journey into space

Aina Bestard is a designer and illustrator. She is the author of several 
other children’s books, including What’s Hidden in the Woods?, 
What’s Hidden in the Sea?, What’s Hidden in the Body?, Amazing 
Animal Babies and How Life on Earth Began.

24.5 x 33.5cm
80pp (inc 8 flaps)  PLC 
ISBN 978 0 500 653197
January
£19.99

We live in an amazing planetary system. From the deep 
canyons on Mars and the ocean hiding beneath the ice 
crust of Jupiter’s moon Europa, to the eerily Earth-like 
terrain of Saturn’s moon Titan and the Sun’s blazing 
corona, our solar system brims with wonders.

This book takes children on a trip across the Solar 
System with the aid of marvellous illustrations, lift-up flaps 
and comprehensive text. Lift up the layers to discover how 
the Sun was formed and explore the amazing landscapes 
of our neighbouring planets. Readers will find out which 
moons are the most like the Earth, what Saturn’s rings are 
made of, where comets come from, and what lies in the 
Kuiper Belt, outside the very edge of the solar system.

978 0 500 652527

Also available
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In this uplifting collection of stories by Alexandra Stewart, 
children are introduced to real-life heroes and heroines 
who have chosen to act in kindness, even when they have 
been faced with terrible persecution, prejudice, disaster 
and illness. Aimed at empowering children who feel the 
weight of the world on their shoulders, these stories are 
designed to help readers make positive choices in their 
own lives by embracing kindness as their superpower. 

Stories include Harriet Tubman’s remarkable rescue 
missions to free enslaved African Americans; the French 
village of Le Chambon’s protection of Jewish refugees 
under Nazi persecution during the Second World War; and 
the Fukushima workers who volunteered to clean up after 
the nuclear crisis in Japan; as well as everyday examples 
of kindness in sporting competitions, neighbourly acts of 
kindness and random acts of kindness towards complete 
strangers.

Let’s fill this 
world with 
kindness
True tales of goodwill 
in action

Alexandra Stewart 
Illustrated by Jake Alexander

For ages 9+

The perfect book for 
troubled times, this 
collection of over 25 
real-life stories shows  
how heroic acts of  
kindness can change  
our world for the better

Alexandra Stewart is a non-
fiction author for children. She 
trained as a journalist and worked 
as a press officer for the 
Metropolitan Police and Central 
Government. She is the author of 
Everest: The Story of Edmund 
Hillary and Tenzing Norgay and 
Jumbo: The Most Famous 
Elephant Who Ever Lived. Jake 
Alexander is an award-winning 
British illustrator. In 2019 he won 
both the Macmillan Prize and the 
Creative Conscience Gold Medal. 
He is the author and illustrator of 
We Want Our Books and 
illustrated David Olusoga’s Black 
and British: An Illustrated History.

24.0 × 17.2cm
120pp 
ISBN 978 0 500 653104
May
£14.99
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Millions of people visit the Louvre Museum every year to 
gaze and gawp at its all-star art collection. But there’s one 
star who gets a lot more attention than anyone else – and 
her very own special queuing system, if you can believe 
it! Well, the Louvre’s many other masterpieces aren’t too 
happy about being overshadowed – and they’re here to 
tell everyone what makes them just as worthy of the Mona 
Lisa’s teeming crowds.

Written in a light-hearted and contemporary style 
by Alice Harman, and illustrated with the energetic 
artwork of Sir Quentin Blake, Mona Lisa and the Others 
is an entertaining introduction to the Louvre Museum’s 
collection that will appeal to children, parents, guardians 
and teachers from all walks of life.

Mona Lisa and 
the Others
Alice Harman 
Illustrated by Quentin Blake

For ages 7+

A witty introduction  
to the Louvre’s many 
masterpieces, told from  
the perspective of the 
subjects themselves

Published in association with the 
Louvre Museum

Alice Harman is a British 
children’s author. She has 
written more than forty books for 
children, including the highly 
acclaimed Modern Art Explorer, 
and developed the award-
winning Why is art full of naked 
people? Sir Quentin Blake is an 
internationally celebrated 
illustrator, known for his 
collaborations with authors such 
as Roald Dahl, Russell Hoban, 
John Yeoman, David Walliams 
and Joan Aiken. A winner of the 
Kate Greenaway Medal and the 
Hans Christian Andersen Award, 
he received a knighthood in 
2013 and was awarded France’s 
Legion d’Honneur in 2014. 

27.9 x 21.6cm
96pp   
ISBN 978 0 500 652749
April
£14.99

Also available

978 0 500 652206
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ISBN 978-0-500-65299-2 £12.99

Joanna Rzezak

Where are all those swallows 
going? Let’s follow them on 
their long journey south and 
learn about the world of birds 
along the way. Swoop in on 
a tawny owl, fly high with a 
golden eagle, discover where 
the lovebirds nest, and so 
much more!

A COMPANION TO 1001 ANTS, 
1001 BEES AND 1001 FISH

1001 Birds
Joanna Rzezak

For ages 3+

A colourful, fact-filled 
introduction to the  
world of birds

Where are all those swallows going? Let’s join them  
on their long journey south and learn about the world  
of birds along the way. Swoop in on a tawny owl, soar  
with a golden eagle and discover where the lovebirds  
nest. The colourful, musical world of birds is waiting!

Brimming with lively illustrations and full of 
fascinating facts, this fun narrative-based book is a must 
for inquisitive children with a love of the natural world.

This new instalment in the Brainiac’s series, which 
explores science and technology topics from a creative 
angle, introduces readers to the robots doing the dull,  
dirty and dangerous work in our world. 

Hands-on activities include building a grippy robot 
hand, making a mechanical hopping frog, testing yourself 
for artificial intelligence, designing a battle-bot, and 
writing the first bill of robot rights. Children will also find 
out which gross and scary jobs only robots can do, how 
nanobots could battle bugs inside the human body and 
why self-driving cars could save lives.

Written by Paul Virr, STEM ambassador for the 
Bath Royal Scientific and Literary Institute, it features  
tips on how to program robots, as well as a timeline  
of computers and the inventors and coders who  
pioneered new technology. It is the perfect introduction  
to all things tech-related. 

The Brainiac’s 
Book of Robots 
and AI
Paul Virr 
Illustrated by Harriet Russell

For ages 7+

The science of robots and 
artificial intelligence is 
brought to life through 
quirky facts and hands-on 
activities in this humorous 
illustrated book

Paul Virr is an editor and author 
of numerous children’s non-
fiction books. He edited the 
official children’s guides for the 
Science Museum in London  
and the Museum of Science in 
Manchester, and is a STEM 
ambassador working with the 
Bath Royal Scientific and 
Literary Institute. Harriet Russell 
is a London-based artist. She 
has written and illustrated eight 
books for children and is the 
illustrator of the activity series 
This Book Thinks You’re a…  
(also published by Thames & 
Hudson), which has sold in  
more than twenty languages.

27.5 × 21.5cm
64pp  
ISBN 978 0 500 652862
March
£14.99

Also available
Forthcoming in 
Autumn 2025

978 0 500 652466 978 0 500 653098

Joanna Rzezak is a Polish 
illustrator and graphic designer 
living in Paris. Her work was 
included in the Bologna 
Children’s Book Fair Opera 
Prima illustration exhibition, and 
she is the creator of 1001 Ants, 
1001 Bees and 1001 Fish, all 
published by Thames & Hudson. 

32.0 x 25.0cm
32pp
ISBN 978 0 500 653241
February
£12.99

Also available

978 0 500 652084 978 0 500 652657 978 0 500 652992



Dogs are absolutely amazing. They bring us joy and make 
us happy. How can we best look after them? In this unique 
and very personal book, illustrator Elena Bulay tells the 
story of how she adopted her much-loved rescue dog Jo, 
and shares the lessons she learned along the way.

The book is divided into two sections. One part tells 
the poignant story of Jo’s rescue, and brims with Bulay’s 
bright and vibrant gouache illustrations. The story is 
interspersed with factual sections where young dog lovers 
(and adults too!) will find plenty of fascinating information 
about dog breeds, dog habits, and historical and biological 
facts. Most importantly, it teaches children how to take 
care of their pets, from the equipment they’ll need to how 
best to deal with behavioural issues and illness. The book 
stresses the huge responsibilities of dog ownership, while 
also tackling tricky questions and possible problems in 
an accessible way. Most importantly, it encourages kids 
to love their dogs and try to be their best friend. After all – 
their dog is the best!
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Jo is six years old. I don’t know who her mother or 
father were, but she turned out to be smart and 
beautiful. She is a pretty large dog. She measures 
above my knee in height and weighs a bit more than 
20 kilograms.

When I got Jo, she was white with brown-black ears. 
But then it’s as though tiny black and brown spots 
started to jump from her ears over to her back 
and paws. She is still getting more and more spots. 
One day, this white dog will turn completely black! 
Wouldn’t that be something!

I’d realized that I wanted to adopt a dog from a 
shelter: there are too many homeless dogs who need 
an owner. I started to read through postings every 
day, looking for my dog.

I’ve wanted a dog for a long time — since I was a 
child — but just could not bring myself to get one, 
because a dog is a living thing. You need to take them 
out for walks, feed and take care of them. I was afraid 
that I wouldn’t be able to handle it. But one day, 
I decided: now or never!

When Jo was little, she was a goofball. I remember she’d tangle her 
leash running around trees or wildly pull towards every dog or child we’d 
meet, not paying any attention to my commands, and I’d think, “My god, 
what a dumb dog I have!” But then Jo grew bigger, and all of a sudden, 
she got smart. I now live with a dog that understands almost every word 
I say, and sometimes she understands me even without words. Talk to 
your dog. The more you talk to them, the more they will understand.

How to be  
Your Dog’s  
Best Friend
Elena Bulay 

For ages 9+

A beautifully illustrated 
guide to caring for your dog

Elena Bulay is an artist and 
illustrator, and teaches at the 
British Higher School of Art and 
Design. In 2021, she was among 
the winners at the Illustrators 
Exhibition at the Bologna 
Children’s Book Fair for her book 
The Life of Wonderful Toys.

29.0 x 22.0cm
96pp 
ISBN 978 0 500 653296
May
£16.99
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If I had a 
crocodile
Gabby Dawnay 
Illustrated by Alex Barrow

For ages 3+

A charming and 
imaginative story in the 
bestselling If I had a... 
series, which imagines life 
with a crocodile as a pet

There’s more to a crocodile than its scaly skin and scary 
teeth. They stay cool under pressure (in part because they 
can’t sweat) and, on a rainy day, they love nothing more 
than a fast game of Snap! 

This latest addition to the If I had a... series is packed 
with humour and rollicking rhymes that young children 
readily catch on to. Its bold, graphic illustrations are stylish 
and full of quirky details for children to spot. The book 
winds down to a satisfying end where the little girl drifts off 
to sleep, making it perfect for bedtime routines.

New in hardbackNew in paperback

Also in the series

Gabby Dawnay is a writer and 
poet. She is a regular contributor 
to OKIDO magazine and a 
script-writer for children’s 
television. Alex Barrow is a 
London-based illustrator. He is 
the art director for and a regular 
contributor to OKIDO magazine. 
Alex and Gabby are also the duo 
behind A House for Mouse and 
A Song for Bear, both published 
by Thames & Hudson.

26.0 x 23.8cm
32pp
ISBN 978 0 500 653050
March
£11.99

Now available as a board book

If I had an octopus
Gabby Dawnay 
Illustrated by Alex Barrow

For ages 3+

‘A joyous, imaginative journey into 
a child’s desire for a very unlikely 
pet told in rhyme that sings’  
Joseph Coelho 

18.5 x 17.1cm
28pp   board book
ISBN 978 0 500 653180
March
£6.99

If I had a kangaroo
Gabby Dawnay 
Illustrated by Alex Barrow

For ages 3+

‘Beautifully told in poetic form and 
depicted in child engaging pictures 
in bold colours … a fabulous book 
that adults will enjoy as much as 
their children’  
Parenting Without Tears 

26.0 x 23.8cm
32pp   paperback
ISBN 978 0 500 660188
March
£7.99
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Winner: Best Pre-Schooler 
Book 3-5yrs

The Tiny Grain 
of Sand
Sylvain Alzial and Benoît Tardif

For ages 3+

An original retelling of  
a classic Taoist tale 

Sylvain Alzial is a writer and 
radio producer who lives in 
Paris. Benoît Tardif is an 
illustrator from Québéc.

29.0 x 22.0cm
56pp
ISBN 978 0 500 653302
March
£12.99

Once upon a time, there was a tiny grain of sand. Its life 
was rather boring, until one day it made a wish. Suddenly 
the grain of sand found out what it might be like to be 
something else – but is the grass always greener?

This rendition of a classic fable tackles an age-old 
question: how can you be happy with your lot in a world full 
of temptation? With bold, contemporary illustrations and a 
rhythmic and witty text, this book is funny, lively and wise.

Mouse’s Wood
A Year in Nature

Alice Melvin

For ages 3+

New in paperback

Described as ‘an utter gem’ 
by the Telegraph, this 
exquisitely illustrated 
picture book follows the 
woodland ramblings of 
Mouse through the change 
of the seasons

Alice Melvin is an award-winning 
illustrator and product designer 
based in Edinburgh. She is the 
author of four top-selling picture 
books for children, which have 
together sold over 100,000 
copies worldwide: Grandma’s 
House, The High Street, 
Counting Birds and An A to Z 
Treasure Hunt.

29.5 x 24.5cm
32pp   paperback
ISBN 978 0 500 660171
April
£7.99

Written in a gentle rhyme that reflects the slow pace of 
Mouse’s rambling journey, and illustrated in the inimitable 
style of Alice Melvin, Mouse’s Wood is a heart-warming 
celebration of slow living in nature. 

The story follows Mouse, The story follows Mouse, 
whose journey through the woods, from friend to friend, 
maps out the changes in seasons from January through to 
December – from visiting Squirrel in wintry February and 
picking berries with Dormouse in June, to taking refuge in 
Fox’s cosy caravan as winter draws in.

‘Evocative … this inviting book is full of flaps that reveal 
the cosy, patchwork-quilted little homes hidden in 
Mouse’s Wood’ Book of the Week, Guardian
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The Pebble
Inga Dagilė and  
Marius Marcinkevičius

For ages 5+

A deeply moving story 
about hope and friendship 
in one of the darkest times 
in history

Marius Marcinkevičius is a 
children’s book writer, poet, 
doctor, traveller and father.  
He is the author of several 
books, including the award-
winning Sivužas. Inga Dagilė  
is a designer and illustrator  
of children’s books, including 
Istorijos känestai.

24.0 x 17.0cm
56pp
ISBN 978 0 500 653265
January
£12.99

Eitan and his best friend Rivka live in a place where 
children laugh, dogs bark, and neighbours chat.  
But no one can leave, and once you go through the gates, 
you never come back… 

This story takes place in Vilnius in Lithuania – but it could 
have happened anywhere in Europe during World War II, 
when Jews were forced into ghettos and suffered greatly  
in the hands of the Nazis. 

Conveying the horrors of the Holocaust in a sensitive 
but powerful way, Marius Marcinkevičius’s tale tells 
the story of two children who experience the horror of 
separation and Nazi persecution, only to find each other 
again thanks to a pebble, which becomes a symbol of 
endurance and survival. Inga Dagilė’s illustrations are the 
perfect accompaniment to this story about true friendship, 
fear – and hope. 

Published to mark Holocaust Memorial Day on 27 January 2023.
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The illustrations on the back page are from Glow, p4-5

My Strange 
Shrinking 
Parents
Zeno Sworder

For ages 3+

A heartbreaking and 
heart-warming story  
of the sacrifices parents 
make for their children

Zeno Sworder is a writer and 
artist who lives in Melbourne 
with his young family. Sworder 
won the Children’s Book Council 
of Australia New Illustrator of the 
Year award in 2021, and his first 
book, This Small Blue Dot, was a 
CBCA Notable Book, the winner 
of the 2021 Australian Book 
Designers Association’s Award 
for Best Designed Children’s 
Illustrated Book, and the 
Designers’ Choice Children’s/
Young Adult Book of the Year.

29.2 x 20.1cm
40pp
ISBN 978 1 760 761233
January
£12.99

One boy’s parents travel from far-off lands to improve their 
son’s life. But what happens next is unexpected. What 
does it mean when your parents are different? What shape 
does love take? And what happens when your parents 
sacrifice a part of themselves for you?

In this heartbreaking and heart-warming story, Zeno 
Sworder reflects on his own migrant parents’ sacrifices 
to create a universal story about what it means to give to 
those you love. Drawing from the sacrifices his Chinese 
mother made to raise her young family in a small country 
town, Sworder’s drawings are full of beautiful detail and 
fairytale settings that explore his own journey from child  
to parent.

With humour and pathos, Sworder reflects on the 
strange nature of giving and receiving love and celebrates 
those parents who embrace a hard life for themselves in 
the hope of a better life from their children. Full of depth 
and generosity as well as insight and candour, Sworder 
brings this gorgeous fable to life.
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Featuring: The Big Book of Nature Art / Glow / How Our Solar System Began /  
Let’s Fill This World with Kindness / Mona Lisa and the Others / The Brainiac’s  
Book of Robots and AI / 1001 Birds / How to be Your Dog’s Best Friend /
If I Had a Kangaroo / If I Had an Octopus / If I Had a Crocodile / Mouse’s Wood / 
The Tiny Grain of Sand / The Pebble / My Strange Shrinking Parents
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