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Non-Fiction
The Big Book of Belonging
The Big Book of Blooms
How to be an Art Rebel
King Tutankhamun Tells All
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So You Want to be a Ninja? 

Picture Books
Home Alone
The Library Book
Out of a Dark Winter’s Night
Out to Sea
The Star in the Forest
The Ear
The Sea
The Sister Who Ate Her Brothers
A House for Mouse
This Small Blue Dot

Activity
Photo Adventures

Pre-School
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The Big Book of Belonging
Yuval Zommer

Yuval Zommer’s latest book in the award-winning Big Book series unites young 
readers from around the globe under one banner – of belonging to planet Earth.

Key Sales Information

•  Taps into the zeitgeist by encouraging readers to live at one with nature.

•  Picture-book charm blends with informative non-fiction that makes a beautiful, 
large-format title for children and families to share.

•  Written and illustrated by Yuval Zommer, the award-winning creator of the 
bestselling Big Book series, which now has over 1 million copies in print.

Description
The Big Book of Belonging is for all the children who like to climb trees, run barefoot, 
splash in paddles, search for bugs, sing with the birds, taste snowflakes and count 
the stars. By placing children at the heart of the natural world, the book celebrates our 
connection with planet Earth and reveals the often surprising similarities between 
humans, animals and plants.
  Illustrated in Yuval Zommer’s inimitable style and packed with quirky natural history 
facts, readers will discover that sea otters hold hands just like humans do; hermit crabs 
have homes; and that butterflies also have bedtimes. They’ll learn that just as humans 
have unique fingerprints, zebras have different stripes, cowrie shells have distinct 
spots and that no two snowflakes are identical.
  The book’s uplifting message will inspire environmentalists young and old alike – we 
all belong to nature, and nature belongs to us all.

Author
Yuval Zommer is an author, illustrator and environmentalist based in London. He 
studied at the Royal College of Art, and worked for many years as a creative director at 
leading advertising agencies before becoming an author and illustrator. Titles in his Big 
Book series have been worldwide bestsellers.
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The Big Book of Blooms
Yuval Zommer

The newest title in the hugely successful ‘Big Book’ series: a fact-filled book on the 
world’s most fascinating flowering plants.

Key Sales Information

• The ‘Big Book’ series is a ‘Made for Mums’ Gold Award winner.

• Yuval Zommer’s glorious and quirky illustrations appeal to young children, who will 
relish the pithy facts about the most exciting plants of the world.

• Full of thought-provoking questions – perfect for a developing mind.

• Written in consultation with experts from the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.

Praise for The Big Book of Blooms
‘Extraordinary’ - Nicolette Jones, Sunday Times
‘Zommer employs agile brushwork and a fondness for graceful lines and bright colours 
to bring to life bustling bouquets from a range of habitats, from rainforest to desert. A 
floral fantasia for budding botanists’ - Kirkus Reviews
‘We love this wonderful book’ - @kewbookshop
‘A gorgeous introduction to all kinds of beautiful, colourful and strange flowers from 
around the world’ - @lesmondesdeninon

Description
GOLD Winner of the Junior Design Awards in the Best Designed/Illustrated Book for 
Children category
What does a venus fly trap eat?
How strong is a giant water lily?
Does a cactus flower?
The newest addition to Yuval Zommer’s bestselling series answers these questions 
and more as it introduces young children to all kinds of colourful, carnivorous, weird 
and wonderful flowering plants from around the world. It opens with introductory 
spreads on how to be a botanist; how to recognise different types of flowers; the life-
cycle of a plant; flower anatomy; and the seven types of animal pollinators including 
bats, birds and beetles. Subsequent spreads, illustrated within various habitats, are 
dedicated to specific varieties of plants, including the carnivorous venus flytrap, the 
giant water lily and the weird and wonderful corpse flower. Readers will enjoy learning 
about different edible flowers and why flowers are fragrant or colourful, not to mention 
grisly details about carnivorous and poisonous flowers.

Author
Yuval Zommer graduated from the Royal College of Art with an MA in Illustration. He 
worked as a creative director at leading advertising agencies before becoming the 
author and illustrator of highly acclaimed non-fiction. Yuval’s stunning ‘Big Book of...’ 
series encourages children to explore and care for our natural world. The series has 
now been published in 25 languages and has won and been shortlisted for numerous 
awards internationally, including the UKLA Book Awards 2018 & 2019, the English 
Association’s Nonfiction Award 2017 & 2019, and the Made For Mums Award 2018 & 
2019.

Non Fiction

Provisional Publication
May 2020

Extent
64pp

Size
34.0 x 23.0cm

Illustrations
64 illustrations

Binding
PLC (no jacket)

Price
£14.99

BIC YNN
Nature, the natural world 
(Children’s/YA)

BISAC JNF051060
JUVENILE NONFICTION : Science 
& Nature : Botany

4 May 2021

FOR CHILDREN 4+

Advance Information

All information is provisional and subject to change

Head Office
sales@thameshudson.co.uk
www.thamesandhudson.com

Trade (Distribution & Accounts)
HHC – Hachette Distribution 
Milton Road, Didcot 
Oxfordshire 
OX11 7HH
+ 44 (0) 1235 759555
hukdcustomerservices@hachette.co.uk



How to be an Art Rebel
Ben Street, Illustrated by Jay Daniel Wright

An anarchic introduction to art for young rebels everywhere.

Key Sales Information

•  This irreverent introduction to art equips children with the knowledge and 
confidence to respond to art on their own terms, and to have fun with it!

•  Under the playful guidance of Leo, the museum cat, readers will discover famous 
art from across time periods, in different media, and by a diverse range of artists.

•  Ideal for children 7+ years and their guardians who are looking for a pretension-free 
book about art.

Praise for How to be an Art Rebel
‘A hip cat narrates this playful, irreverent guide to all types of fine art - sculpture, 
surrealism, selfies (formally called portraiture). Museums, here we come!’ - People 
Magazine
‘How to Be an Art Rebel demystifies art, bringing it back down to the fun most of us 
remember from creating our own art ... anything but boring’ - @crackingthecover
‘Really fun’ - @mssburns

Description
This irreverent introduction to art gives children the confidence to respond to art on 
their own terms, and – most importantly – to have fun with it.
  Under the playful guidance of Leo, the museum cat, readers encounter abstract, 
Surrealist, nude and contemporary art, ancient sculpture, still lifes and portraits. But 
instead of being told facts to memorize, they’re equipped with the knowledge that 
allows them to come up with their own interpretations of famous art works. Knowing 
how symbols work, they’ll decipher clues in Frida Kahlo’s self-portrait; understanding 
Surrealism, they’ll decide for themselves what Joan Miró’s abstract doodles are all 
about.
  This book shows that art isn’t about knowing the right answers – it’s about having fun, 
making up your own mind and seeing things from a different angle.
With 46 illustrations

Author
Ben Street is an art historian and writer. He has worked as an educator for many 
museums, including MoMA and the Solomon R Guggenheim Museum, New York, 
the National Gallery, Tate and Dulwich Picture Gallery, London. Jay Daniel Wright is a 
British illustrator living in Berlin whose illustrations appear in Think and Make Like an 
Artist (Thames & Hudson). His clients include The New York Times, Die Zeit and The 
New Yorker among others.

Related Titles
9780500650806 Why is art full of naked people? 
9780500651964 We are Artists 
9780500651018 A Journey Through Art 
9780500652206 Modern Art Explorer

Target Market
Ages 7+.
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King Tutankhamun Tells All!
Chris Naunton, Guilherme Karsten

The famous boy Pharaoh, King Tutankhamun, finally gets to tell his own version of 
history.

Key Sales Information

•  Young history buffs aged 7+ years and celebrity fanatics alike will enjoy this 
humorous and irreverent introduction to King Tutankhamun written by Egyptologist 
and TV presenter Dr. Chris Naunton.

•  Guilherme Karsten’s contemporary illustrations bring the boy-Pharaoh to life and 
give him a contemporary make-over for celebrity-obsessed readers.

•  The first in the new ‘Tells All’ series, with Cleopatra Tells All! slated for publication 
in Spring 2022.

Praise for King Tutankhamun Tells All!
‘This brilliant book will be sure to ignite little readers’ imaginations and inspire further 
learning about the fascinating ancient Egyptian civilization. A must-have for young 
history enthusiasts and aspiring archaeologists and Egyptologists!’ - @littlelibraryowl
‘Fantastically written with great illustrations... this book could really ignite a child’s 
interest in learning more about Ancient Egypt. It’s easy to read, humorous and 
informative’ - @thereadingninja

Description
Young history buffs and celebrity fanatics alike will enjoy this humorous and irreverent 
introduction to King Tutankhamun written by Egyptologist and TV presenter Dr Chris 
Naunton.
  Readers hear first-hand from King Tutankhamun how he became the ruler of ancient 
Egypt at the tender age of nine, and what it was like to be rudely awakened from the 
afterlife by British Egyptologist Howard Carter in 1922. They’ll endure him bragging 
about his collection of blingy 18-carat gold sandals, and wonder how to discern fake 
news from the truth surrounding Tut’s mysteriously premature death.
  Naunton’s expert text is accompanied by Guilherme Karsten’s illustrations, giving 
the boy King a contemporary make-over for celebrity-obsessed readers, and letting 
children in on all the juicy details of an extraordinary life.
With 48 illustrations in colour

Author
Chris Naunton is a renowned Egyptologist. He is the author of Searching for the Lost 
Tombs of Egypt and Egyptologists’ Notebooks, and has presented documentaries on 
ancient Egypt and King Tutankhamun for the BBC and Channel 4. Guilherme Karsten 
is the author and illustrator of many books, including Aaahhh!. He won the Golden 
Pinwheel Grand Award 2019 and a Biennial of Illustrations Bratislava Plaque, 2019.

Related Titles
9780500652398 We Are Explorers 
9780500651834 So you want to be a Roman soldier? 
9780500652107 So you want to be a Ninja?

Target Market
Ages 7+.
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Goddesses and Heroines
Women of myth and legend
Xanthe Gresham-Knight, Illustrated by Alice Pattullo

Brings together the tales of thirteen inspirational female characters from ancient 
myths and legends.

Key Sales Information

•  Lends a fresh, 21st-century perspective to original texts from different cultures.

•  Highlights the female characters often forgotten or left out of collections of myths 
and legends, from Mulan and Baba Yaga to Bridget and Oshun.

•  A celebrity-style profile for each goddess/heroine identifies her starring role, her 
supporting actors, what symbols to spot her by, celebrity sightings in other media 
and for whom she has acted as inspiration in contemporary life.

Praise for Goddesses and Heroines
‘Eye-opening... a collection of treasured stories for everyone’ - @BookishwaytoPlay
‘Stunning ... gloriously colourful and quirky’ - @DelilahandTilly

Description
BRONZE award winner, MadeForMums Awards 2021
 Told afresh for a contemporary readership, Goddesses & Heroines brings alive stories 
from a variety of cultures with palpable energy. We meet the youthful Aphrodite; 
Hecate, the maths whizz; the heroic Mulan; Oshun, the Nigerian goddess whose 
foresight sparked a rebellion that freed slaves; and the not-so-fair-y godmother Baba 
Yaga, whose bone-crunching approach to life will be an inspiration to any power-
hungry young thing.
A section on the symbols commonly associated with each goddess provides context 
for each story and familiarizes readers with the symbols to spot her by. The endmatter 
includes information on how goddesses and heroines achieved their mythic status, 
how myths are passed on and evolve, and a map of goddesses from around the globe 
and how they are inter-connected.

Author
Xanthe Gresham-Knight is a British performance storyteller. Her clients include the 
British Museum and the Smithsonian, for whom she creates bespoke performances 
in response to their collections. She is Lecturer in Drama and Storytelling at the 
University of East London and the author of two books for children, Thumbelina and 
Princess and the Pea. Alice Pattullo is an illustrator and printmaker based in East 
London, with a special interest in folklore. Her work has been exhibited at Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park and her clients include the V&A and the National Trust. She is the 
illustrator of An Animal ABC, Pride and Prejudice and the Pocket Guide series.
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So you want to be a Ninja?
Illustrated by Takayo Akiyama, Bruno Vincent, Consultant editor Stephen  Turnbull

An essential read for all amateur ninjas who dream of becoming super-secret 
masters of stealth and disguise.

Key Sales Information

•  The third book in the ‘So you want to be a…’ series, which has so far featured So you 
want to be a Roman soldier? (978 0 500 651834) and So You Want to be a Viking? 
(978 0 500 651841).

•  Expert tips include how to control your opponent’s thoughts using mind control, 
how to break and enter a castle – and how to tell the time by looking at a cat’s 
eyes…

•  The integrated illustrations make it ideal for reluctant readers.

•  The lead characters and ‘zine-style illustrations give the books a contemporary and 
gender-neutral appeal.

Praise for So you want to be a Ninja?
‘Super … perfect for children’ - @BookishWaytoPlay
‘Highly entertaining … perfect’ - @maistorybooklibrary

Description
This humorous and handy guide contains all the information aspiring ninjas need to 
know. With padded ninja shoes underfoot and ninja stars around their belts, our plucky 
newbie ninjas Kate, Eddie and Angus travel back in time to 1789 Japan to enrol in the 
Iga School of Ninjutsu. Under the guidance of the Grand Master, they learn the ninjutsu 
craft from two of Japan’s stealthiest ninjas – Hanzo, the ninja of many disguises (some 
convincing, some not so much…) and Chiyojo, a kunoichi (female ninja) who is so 
clandestine that they’re not entirely sure whether she actually exists. Finally, at their 
fingertips are the tightly guarded secrets of ninjutsu!
Inspired by the book Ninja, written by Japanese history scholar Stephen Turnbull and 
based on an original ninjutsu training manual, So you want to be a ninja? is illustrated 
throughout with zany illustrations by Japanese cartoonist Takayo Akiyama, bringing the 
craft of being a ninja to life in hilarious and entertaining detail.

Author
Takayo Akiyama is the author of several books and the illustrator of Where’s Ringo?. 
Bruno Vincent is the author of humour titles including the Grisly Tales from 
Tumblewater series andthe Enid Blyton For Grown Ups series. 
Stephen Turnbull is a writer and historian, specializing in military history, particularly of 
Japan and East Asia. He is Honorary Lecturer in Japanese Religion at Leeds University 
and Visiting Professor of Japanese Studies at Akita International University in Japan. 
He is the author of over seventy books, including Samurai: The Japanese Warrior’s 
(Unofficial) Manual (2012), published by Thames & Hudson. Turnbull gave theinaugural 
lecture for the establishment of the International Centre for Ninja Studies at Mie 
University, Japan, and acted as historical advisor for the 2013 film 47 Ronin.

Related Titles
9780500651841 So you want to be a Viking? 
9780500651834 So you want to be a Roman soldier?
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Home Alone
Barbara Nascimbeni

‘A wonderfully fresh and funny story about a dog who knows how to have a 
fabulous time at home’ Axel Scheffler

Key Sales Information

•  A hilarious story that will find fans in young readers and dog owners alike, who will 
find Frido and his canine pals’ humorous antics highly endearing.

•  Will chime a chord with home-workers in the age of COVID-19, who are familiar 
with the initial thrill of having the house to oneself.

•  Endorsed by Axel Scheffler, illustrator of The Gruffalo.

Praise for Home Alone
‘A wonderfully fresh and funny story about a dog who knows how to have a fabulous 
time at home’ - Axel Scheffler

Description
When Frido the dog is left at home by himself, he feigns loneliness just long enough 
to get his owner out the door – and then the fun begins. After scootering down the 
hallway and somersaulting on the bed, Frido embarks on a strict agenda of all his 
favourite things: dressing up, chatting online, yoga, and disco-dancing with friends. But 
the day goes by too quickly! Can he cover his tracks in time?
With 48 illustrations in colour

Author
Barbara Nascimbeni is an Italian-German illustrator who has illustrated over fifty 
books for children. Her books have been translated into multiple languages by an 
international roster of publishers.

Related Titles
9780500652497 The Bee Who Spoke 
9780500652152 Aaahhh! 
9780500652503 Harold Snipperpot’s Best Disaster Ever

Target Market
Ages 3+.
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The Library Book
Gabby Dawnay, Illustrated by Ian Morris

Our protagonist Zach develops a love of reading thanks to the stubborn efforts of 
his friend Ro, who reveals the imaginative power of books.

Key Sales Information

•  A timely celebration of reading, libraries and books, and an empathetic 
representation of reluctant readers.

•  The rhyming text by bestselling author Gabby Dawnay will inspire a love of words in 
young readers.

•  The book’s strong central character is brought vividly to life by debut Mancunian 
illustrator Ian Morris, who was mentored by Chris Riddell.

Praise for The Library Book
‘Glorious!’ - Chris Riddell

Description
Zach isn’t convinced that books are for him – they’re too long, they’re boring and he 
would rather watch TV. But thanks to his friend Ro’s stubborn efforts, Zach falls for 
books hook, line and sinker, and loses himself in a world of dinosaurs, princesses, 
pirates, football and rocketships – anything and everything the library has to offer.
  The benefits of reading for pleasure are well researched. As well as being linked to 
academic attainment, reading for pleasure can increase empathy, our understanding 
of our own identity, and improve mental health. These outcomes are most likely when 
reading takes place out of free choice. Through lively rhymes and dynamic illustrations, 
The Library Book helps early readers understand the plethora of books available to 
them through their local library and encourages parents, guardians and teachers to 
help children find books that appeal to their personal interests.
  Written in a catchy rhyming style by bestselling author Gabby Dawnay, The Library 
Book will trigger a love of words in readers of all abilities, while Ian Morris’ inventive 
watercolour illustrations – which are reminiscent of two British illustration greats, 
Quentin Blake and Chris Riddell – make Zach’s emotional journey come alive. The 
combination is a picture book that will inspire a love of libraries, reading, books and 
words in even the most reluctant reader.
With 32 illustrations in colour

Author
Gabby Dawnay is the author of over ten books for children, including the bestselling 
If I had a dinosaur (2017, Thames & Hudson), as seen on CBeebies Book at Bedtime. 
She is also a regular contributor to OKIDO magazine. Ian Morris is a young illustrator 
from Manchester, whose mentor is none other than Chris Riddell. Ian has an MA in 
illustration from the Manchester School of Art and in 2017 was named as one of the 
top 10 Upcoming Image Makers by the Association of Illustrators. Clients include BBC 
History Magazine, OKIDO magazine and Prospect magazine.

Target Market
Ages 3+.
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A powerful expression of the experience of depression from visual 
artist and picture-book maker Flora McDonnell.

Key Sales Information
• A gentle and poignant expression of the artist’s first-hand experience of depression that 

is open-ended and poetic enough to allow room for multiple interpretations.

• Responds to calls for books that help children and families understand mental health 
issues.

• Gives hope and encouragement to any child who has struggled with feelings of 
depression.

Target Market
Children aged 3+.

Description
In Out of a Dark Winter’s Night, illustrator and author Flora McDonnell tells the story 
of a small child whose spirit of adventure is dampened when the day ends and gives 
way to night. Taking their wheelbarrow, they set out on a mission to stop the sun from 
setting again, joined along the way by a charming collection of animal friends. But when 
darkness falls and worst comes to worst, it is hope that eventually carries them back 
home, where as day follows night the dawn breaks again
A response to calls for books that help children and families understand mental health 
issues, Out of a Dark Winter’s Night is a gentle expression of McDonnell’s firsthand 
experience with anxiety and depression that is empathetic and poetic, to allow room for 
multiple interpretations and responses.
McDonnell has said of the book, ‘This is my autobiography. A journey since childhood to 
harness the sun and stop the darkness of the night, which I think has to be abandoned 
in the end. With a helping hand, I have learnt that if I turn around and face the darkness, 
no matter how painful, in the end I will see the sun rise … The book is intended to 
give courage to any child or adult who feels they are stuck in the darkness of a winter’s 
night.’

Author
Flora McDonnell is the best-selling creator of Flora McDonnell’s ABC, I Love Animals, I Love 
Boats, Splash! and Giddy-up Let’s Ride!. She has also illustrated two collections of Ted 
Hughes’ children’s poems, The Mermaid’s Purse and The Cat and the Cuckoo.

FOR AGES 3+

Provisional Publication
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40pp
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30.0 x 25.0 cm
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Binding
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Price
£11.95

ISBN   978 0 500 651957

27 January 2020

Out of a Dark Winter’s Night
Flora McDonnell



Out to Sea
Helen Kellock

From the award-winning author of The Star in the Forest, a heartfelt story about 
learning to cope with anxiety and grief.

Key Sales Information

•  Illustrated in Helen Kellock’s inimitable, award-winning style of pencil, gouache and 
watercolour.

•  Kellock draws on her own experience of anxiety and grief with unprecedented 
sensitivity.

•  The book’s underlying message empowers children to realise they can find 
constructive ways of processing complex emotions.

Description
Out to Sea follows the journey of a young girl named Lara who is so sad after the death 
of her grandmother that she is carried out to sea on a flood of her own tears. When it 
seems like sadness has overwhelmed her entirely, she discovers a pearl at the bottom 
of the ocean that triggers memories of the many happy times Lara shared with her 
grandmother. With the pearl safely at her side, Lara realises that she is not alone and 
finds the strength to pick up her oars and row herself back home.
 Illustrated in Helen Kellock’s inimitable style of pencil, gouache and watercolour 
artworks, Out to Sea expresses the experience of anxiety and grief with unprecedented 
sensitivity. Unlike other books for children about loss or grief that usher their readers 
towards a conclusion, Out to Sea shows readers how they might ride the wave of 
emotions without losing perspective.

Author
Helen Kellock is an illustrator and artist based in Glasgow with a Masters in Illustration 
from the Glasgow School of Art. For her work on The Star in the Forest, Kellock was 
recognised in a number of awards including winning the 2018 Batsford Prize for 
Children’s Illustration, and was highly commended as part of the Macmillan Book 
Prize. She was also highly commended in the Penguin Random House Student Design 
Award 2018. Kellock was awarded Picture Hooks Illustrator of the Year in 2019.

Related Titles
9780500652343 The Star in the Forest 
9780500652497 The Bee Who Spoke 
9780500652329 Why Do I Feel Like This?

Target Market
Children aged 3+ and their caregivers who are looking for a way to explore the 
overwhelming emotions associated with anxiety and/or grief.
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JUVENILE FICTION : Social Issues 
: Death & Dying

21 May 2021

Advance Information

All information is provisional and subject to change
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Trade (Distribution & Accounts)
HHC – Hachette Distribution 
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hukdcustomerservices@hachette.co.uk
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Description
One Saturday evening, sisters Pip and Maisie are sitting in the warm snug of their 
grandparent’s cottage on the edge of a forest in Scotland. Maisie is restless and longs for 
adventure, but life at the cottage is always slow. When a bright light suddenly falls from 
the sky into the forest next door, Maisie can’t believe her luck – finally an adventure has 
come her way! She has boots on and torch in hand before Pip has even put down her 
hot chocolate.
Maisie is desperate to discover the special something as quickly as she can. As the 
two sisters journey through the dark forest towards the gradually receding light, her 
imagination runs riot – perhaps it’s space treasure, gold dust, or maybe even a creature 
from outer space! Pip, meanwhile, takes in the dark shapes and strange sounds around 
her, tentatively adjusting to the forest and its wild inhabitants. When Maisie finally 
reaches the source of the light, she is bitterly disappointed – the special something is no 
more than a lump of rock. But thanks to Pip’s careful observations, they realize it is in 
fact a star!
Highly atmospheric and magical in quality, this delightful debut picture book is sure to 
enchant children and parents alike.

Author
Helen Kellock is an illustrator and artist based in Glasgow with a Masters in Illustration 
from the Glasgow School of Art. Her sample artwork for The Star in the Forest won 
the Batsford Prize for Children’s Illustration 2018 and was highly commended for the 
Macmillan Book Prize. She was also highly commended in the Penguin Random House 
Student Design Award 2018. This is her first picture book.

Provisional Publication
September 2019 

Extent
32 pp

Size
28.5 x 27.5 cm

Illustrations
0 illustrations

Binding
PLC

Price
£11.95

ISBN   978 0 500 651902

16 September 2019

The Star in the Forest
Helen Kellock
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Key Sales Information

• Piret Raud is Estonia’s leading children’s book creator, and has been nominated for 
both the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award and the Hans Christian Andersen Award,  
two of the world’s most significant awards for children’s literature.

• Raud’s hand-drawn artwork is breathtaking for its exquisite detail, remarkably vibrant 
colours and bold compositions.

• The accomplishment in her work is heightened by how seamlessly she marries words 
and image together on the page to tell her unique story about Van Gogh’s ear. 

• This bedtime story will amuse, beguile and teach empathy in equal measure. 

Target Market

Children aged 3+ years and their parents and guardians; it is also a fantastic resource for 
teachers wishing to discuss identity as well as values such as kindness and friendship.

Description

When the artist Vincent van Gogh cuts off his ear, the ear is suddenly left alone  
and headless. What will become of her? Where should she go? What should she  
do? Acutely aware of how small and insignificant she is in the big, wide world, the  
ear experiences something of an identity crisis. She simply doesn’t know who she  
is anymore. But thanks to a downcast frog with a heavy heart who simply needs 
listening to, she realizes what she can offer to the world: a sympathetic ear. Through 
helping her friends, she discovers a fresh perspective on life. 

Author

Piret Raud is an award-winning author and illustrator based in Tallinn, Estonia. She 
has illustrated over forty books and written sixteen books for children, which have 
been translated into over twelve languages, including L’histoire de la petite maison 
qui recherchait des habitants (Rouergue). Piret is the winner of multiple awards for 
her work in children’s literature and has been nominated for two of the world’s most 
significant awards for children’s literature – the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award and 
the Hans Christian Andersen Award.

FOR AGES 3+

Provisional Publication

February 2019 

Extent

32pp

Size

23.5 x 19.0cm

Illustrations

Illustrated throughout

Binding

Hardback

Price

£9.95

ISBN   978 0 500 651636
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13 September 2018

The Ear
Piret Raud

A surreal and deadpan story about Van Gogh’s headless ear.   



The Sea
Piret Raud

A surreal story by Estonia’s leading children’s book creator about the importance 
of bedtime stories.

Key Sales Information

•  Children aged 3+ years and their guardians – solo parents especially – will identify 
with this story about the pleasures of reading, the pressures of parenting and the 
importance of a good bedtime story.

•  Like Maurice Sendak’s Where the Wild Things Are, The Sea blends a highly 
imaginative narrative and surreal illustrations with an empathetic understanding  of 
the challenges of solo-parenting.

•  Exquisitely illustrated in Piret Raud’s inimitable style, The Sea features a charming 
range of oddball characters whom children and adults alike will immediately warm 
to.

Description
The Sea loves her fish children very much and reads to them every day. One day, when 
the fish are being especially loud, the Sea disappears in hope of some peace and 
quiet. At first the fish children enjoy the chance to misbehave, but become distraught 
when they realise they have no one to read them a bedtime story. An opportunistic cat 
promises to read them a story on the condition that they let it eat the fish afterwards. 
The fish are so desperate, they agree. It is only after their story has finished that the 
implications of their decision sinks in. They cry so profusely that their salty tears bring 
the Sea back, much to the disappointment of the cat. The Sea promises to teach her 
fish how to read so that if she ever needs a break again, the fish will be safe from harm.

Author
Piret Raud is an award-winning author and illustrator based in Tallinn, Estonia. She has 
illustrated over forty books and written sixteen books for children, which have been 
translated into over twelve languages. They include The Ear (Thames & Hudson) and 
L’histoire de la petite maison qui recherchait des habitants (Rouergue). Piret is the 
winner of multiple awards for her work in children’s literature and has been nominated 
for two of the world’s most significant awards for children’s books – the Astrid Lindgren 
Memorial Award and the Hans Christian Andersen Award.

Related Titles
9780500652534 Keep an Eye on Ivy 
9780500651636 The Ear 
9780500651711 Franklin’s Flying Bookshop

Target Market
Ages 3+.

Fiction

Provisional Publication
September 2021

Extent
32pp

Size
23.5 x 19.0cm

Illustrations
Illustrated in colour throughout

Binding
PLC

Price
£9.99

BIC YB
Picture books, activity books & 
early learning material

BISAC JUV029000
JUVENILE FICTION : Nature & the 
Natural World : General (see also 
headings under Animals)

26 July 2021

Advance Information
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Trade (Distribution & Accounts)
HHC – Hachette Distribution 
Milton Road, Didcot 
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+ 44 (0) 1235 759555
hukdcustomerservices@hachette.co.uk



The Sister Who Ate Her Brothers: And Other 
Gruesome Tales
Jen Campbell, Illustrated by Adam de Souza

Fourteen of the most gruesome fairy tales from around the world are re-told for 
contemporary readers and restored to their original, grisly versions.

Key Sales Information

•  Edgy, creepy and definitely disturbing, these re-tellings strip away the  
Disneyfication of fairy tales and take them back to their gory beginnings.

•  At the same time, these stories have been updated for a modern audience with 
the addition of queer characters and positive representation of disfigurement and 
disability.

•  Written by award-winning author Jen Campbell, who lectures on the history of fairy 
tales and whose book vlog has over 57,000 YouTube subscribers.

•  The perfect Halloween gift for Neil Gaiman, Cornelia Funke and Philip Pullman fans, 
as well as Stranger Things addicts.

Description
Jen Campbell’s collection of terrifyingly gruesome tales lends a modern edge to fairy 
tale collections for young readers. Drawing on her extensive knowledge of fairy tale 
history, Campbell’s stories undo the censoring, gender stereotyping and twee endings 
of more modern children’s fairy tales, to return both classic and little-known stories to 
their grim versions, whilst celebrating a diverse range of characters.
 Featuring 14 short stories from around the globe, The Sister Who Ate Her Brothers 
is illustrated in a contemporary style by Canadian comic artist Adam de Souza. De 
Souza’s brooding illustrations are a highly original blend of 19th-century Gothic 
engravings and moody film noir graphic novels. Beautifully produced in a hardback 
format with a rose gold ribbon marker, The Sister Who Ate Her Brothers is a truly 
thrilling gift.
With 86 illustrations, 30 in colour

Author
Jen Campbell is a Sunday Times bestselling author and award-winning poet. She is the 
author  of ten published books across non-fiction, poetry, short stories and children’s 
books. Jen specializes in the history of fairy tales, giving guest lectures at universities, 
museums and book festivals on this topic. Her video installation on the history of fairy 
tales is currently part of an exhibition at Suffolk University, Boston, MA, and she runs a 
popular video series on the history of fairy tales with 60,000 viewers.  
  Adam de Souza is an illustrator and comic artist based in Vancouver, Canada. His 
clients include Vice, The Globe and Mail, and Live Magazine.

Non Fiction

Provisional Publication
October 2021

Extent
120pp

Size
24.0 x 17.2cm

Illustrations
86 illustrations

Binding
PLC

Price
£14.99

BIC YFD
Horror & ghost stories, chillers 
(Children’s/YA)

BISAC JUV018000
JUVENILE FICTION : Horror & 
Ghost Stories

9 July 2021

Advance Information
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Trade (Distribution & Accounts)
HHC – Hachette Distribution 
Milton Road, Didcot 
Oxfordshire 
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hukdcustomerservices@hachette.co.uk



A House for Mouse
Gabby  Dawnay, Illustrated by Alex Barrow

New from the bestselling creators of If I had a dinosaur, a heart-warming picture 
book about a little grey mouse’s search for a home. For children aged 3+.

Praise for A House for Mouse
‘A comforting and appealing story book’ - Minerva Reads
‘Jaunty’ - Children’s Books of the Country, Daily Telegraph
‘Delightful illustrations bring to life this rhyming bedtime story’ - What Hannah Did Next
‘A sweet and adventurous bedtime story’ - Luggy Library

Description
A House for Mouse tells the story of a little grey mouse who leaves his tiny hole in 
the forest to explore the wider world. On his search for a new home he unwittingly 
encounters some of the biggest stars in the fairytale genre. He discovers a house 
shaped like a shoe (belonging to Old Mother Hubbard); he takes tea with a little pig 
in a house made of straw (awfully breezy); is flummoxed by a tower with no door 
(Rapunzel’s); and dares to take a nibble from a most remarkable house made of 
gingerbread (narrowly missing Hansel and Gretel).
The little grey mouse is about to give up his search for a new home when he comes 
face to face with the most spectacular house of all: a glorious, towering castle 
(Sleeping Beauty’s). Its ballrooms, turrets and drawbridge win him over, and he moves 
in immediately. But the little grey mouse feels terribly alone in his roomy new digs – 
until there is a knock at the door. His friends from the forest, and all those he has met 
on his journey, descend on the castle. Their feasting and dancing are so happy and 
lively that they even wake Sleeping Beauty, leading the little grey mouse to conclude 
that it is family and friends that turn a house into a home.

Author
Gabby Dawnay is a writer and poet. She is a regular contributor to OKIDO magazine 
and a scriptwriter for children’s television. 
Alex Barrow, a London-based illustrator, is the art director for and a regular contributor 
to OKIDO magazine. Alex and Gabby are the duo behind children’s picture books If I 
had a dinosaur, A House for Mouse and A Song for Bear, all published by Thames & 
Hudson.

Related Titles
9780500651506 If I had a dinosaur 
9780500651582 My Dad is My Uncle’s Brother 
9780500651469 Franklin and Luna Go to the Moon

Non Fiction

Provisional Publication
October 2018

Extent
32pp

Size
30.0 x 22.0cm

Illustrations
Illustrated in colour throughout

Binding
PLC

Price
£10.95

BIC YFP
Animal stories (Children’s/YA)

BISAC JUV002180
JUVENILE FICTION : Animals : 
Mice, Hamsters, Guinea Pigs, etc.

22 June 2021

Advance Information
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Head Office
sales@thameshudson.co.uk
www.thamesandhudson.com

Trade (Distribution & Accounts)
HHC – Hachette Distribution 
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This Small Blue Dot
Zeno Sworder

A young girl introduces the newest member of her family to the small wonders, big 
lessons and other important stuff that makes being a child so special.

Key Sales Information

•  The debut of an original new voice in Australian children’s literature.

•  An immigration lawyer turned children’s author/illustrator: Zeno Sworder is an 
author with something to say.

•  Fully illustrated in an original and engaging style for both children and adults, 
combining detailed sketchwork with bold, colourful crayon.

Praise for This Small Blue Dot
‘[A] remarkable work of art’ - @playagainreads
‘Full of wisdom, whimsy, and bright illustrations ... with an important message of 
interconnectedness’ - World Kids
‘Humorous, heartfelt, and hopeful - a treasure to be enjoyed again and again’ - @
oliviathelibrarian

Description
BRONZE award winner, MadeForMums Awards 2021
  With a strong message of interconnectedness, hope and empowerment, This 
Small Blue Dot follows a little girl exploring the big and small things in life. From 
contemplating our place on this ‘blue dot’ to the best Italian, Chinese and Indian 
desserts, the book provides a broader, more inclusive view of who we are, where we 
come from and where our dreams may take us.
  Delivering big lessons with playful humour, the precocious young narrator shares 
her take on nature and the environment, wisdom from elders, broccoli, embracing 
difference and the power of imagination. This Small Blue Dot captures not only lessons 
on life but also the sense of fun and strangeness that comes with being a member of 
the human family on planet Earth.

Author
Zeno Sworder is a writer and  artist based in Melbourne. This Small Blue Dot is inspired 
by Zeno’s experience as an advocate for refugees and other migrants at Australia’s 
Migration Review Tribunal and as a Volunteer Telephone Counsellor at Lifeline.

Related Titles
9780500651926 Has Anybody Seen a Story? 
9780500651957 Out of a Dark Winter’s Night 
9780500651612 Norm

Target Market
Children aged 4+.

Fiction

Provisional Publication
September 2020

Extent
32pp

Size
30.5 x 22.5cm

Illustrations
Illustrated in colour throughout

Binding
Hardback

Price
£11.95

BIC YBCS
Picture storybooks

BISAC JUV039050
JUVENILE FICTION : Social Issues 
: Emotions & Feelings

18 May 2021
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The Dr. Seuss of photography, Jan von Holleben, shows children 
how to bend reality with no more than a smartphone and a playful 
outlook.
Description
Photo Adventures is an activity book by photographer and professional fun-maker Jan 
von Holleben, who reveals the secret to bending reality using nothing more than a 
simple smartphone and a playful approach. With the aid of props lying about the house, 
and a generous dose of imagination, children will discover how to fly like a superhero 
by turning the ground into the sky; create a ‘brain portrait’ of what’s hiding in their 
heads by re-photographing an existing photo; put their parents up a pole using tricks of 
perspective; devise an impossible pinball machine by combining some junk with a tight 
picture crop; and transform siblings into one-eyed, three-legged monsters with only a 
mirror and a sharp camera angle!
  Featuring pro tips and secret tricks from von Holleben, whose trademark photos fill the 
book with energy, colour and creative inspiration, Photo Adventures shows that there’s 
more to photography than tech wizardry or applying a filter. Using just a camera phone 
or basic digital camera, Jan’s addictively playful projects are readily accessible, not to 
mention enormous fun, for the whole family

Author
Jan von Holleben is a German photographer living and working in Berlin. His 
photographs illustrate over ten books for children, and his commercial clients include 
Die Zeit, Der Spiegel, Dazed & Confused, Creative Review and The Face. 
Monte Packham is a writer and photographer based in Munich and the author of ABC 
Photography.

Contents
Dreams of Flying • Brain X-Rays • Totems • Superpunk Hairdos • Fear of Falling • Faraway 
Lands • Twisted Bodies • Mirror Monsters • Fashion Victims • Welcome to the Machine • 
Wild Things • Horror Show • Collections • In the Shadows • Technical Tips • Photo Words

Provisional Publication
July 2019 

Extent
96 pp

Size
25.0 x 18.6 cm

Illustrations
0 illustrations

Binding
Paperback / softback

Price
£9.95

ISBN   978 0 500 651575

5-July-2019

Photo Adventures
Don’t take photos, make photos!
Jan von Holleben, Monte Packham
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Key Sales Information

• One of two books in a stylish new series that teaches basic concepts in a fun and  
interactive way. Next in the series: What Colour is Blue? and So Many Senses!.

• How Many Kisses? has a fun and humorous concept at its heart that sees  
children learning through playing.

• The physical interaction it encourages aids memory retention and provokes  
a memorable experience of every reading. 

• Delphine Chedru’s distinctive graphic approach and pared-back style will  
appeal to increasingly design-conscious parents.

Target Market

Children aged 3+.

Description

How Many Kisses? begins by inviting the reader to give one kiss to the cat, two kisses to 
the dogs, three kisses to the flowers and so on, following a classic counting technique 
until readers reach the number ten. The book then takes wild jumps up to seventeen, 
sixty-four, 823, and finally ‘millions’, prompting a riotous explosion of kisses from the 
reader. By encouraging the child to interact physically with the book, each reading 
becomes like a game that celebrates all the things in a child’s life that they love, while 
familiarizing them with numbers and counting. The unique twist in the counting 
narrative gives physical expression to numbers too large for younger children to 
quantify, while inspiring an enjoyment of counting.

Author

Delphine Chedru is a graphic designer, author and illustrator who lives and works in 
Paris. She is the author of over thirteen books for children, including the bestselling 
Spot It!, Spot It, Again!, This or That? and Hello Goodbye. She was awarded the Prix 
P’tits Mômes in 2009.

Provisional Publication

March 2018 

Extent

32pp

Size

21.6 x 21.6 cm

Illustrations

Illustrated throughout

Binding

Hardback   

Price

£7.95

ISBN   978 0 500 651452

16 November 2017

How Many Kisses?
Delphine Chedru

One, two, three – pucker up! How Many Kisses? is an alternative 
counting book for pre-schoolers that taps into the common impulse 
young children have to physically embrace the things they love.

Delphine Chedru

who’s the
biggest?
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ISBN 978 0 500 651490
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Key Sales Information

• One of two books in a stylish new series that teaches basic concepts in a fun and  
interactive way. Next in the series: What Colour is Blue? and So Many Senses!.

• Teaches basic mathematics, which Chedru turns into a fun and creative game that 
encourages children to apply an enquiring mindset to the things they encounter.

• The physical interaction it encourages aids memory retention and provokes  
a memorable experience of every reading. 

• Delphine Chedru’s distinctive graphic approach and pared-back style will  
appeal to increasingly design-conscious parents.  

Target Market

Children aged 3+.

Description

This book teaches pre-schoolers how to describe size simply by having them ask the 
question ‘Who’s the biggest?’ to the pair of objects on every spread. The fun is in the 
reply; using evocative verbs, the book helps to conjure up some of the character of the 
object speaking: ‘“I am!” trumpets the elephant’, or “I am!” warns the hammer to the 
nail. Parents and guardians reading the book to toddlers will inevitably be drawn into 
the game, and will enjoy making their replies as expressive as possible. The skills being 
taught are basic mathematics, which Chedru turns into a fun and creative game that 
children will love playing. By requiring the reader to actively ask the question ‘Who’s 
the biggest?’ on every page, the book enourages children to apply an enquiring mindset 
to the things they encounter.

Author

Delphine Chedru is a graphic designer, author and illustrator who lives and works in 
Paris. She is the author of over thirteen books for children, including the bestselling 
Spot It!, Spot It, Again!, This or That? and Hello Goodbye. She was awarded the Prix 
P’tits Mômes in 2009.

Provisional Publication

March 2018 

Extent

32pp

Size

21.6 x 21.6 cm

Illustrations

Illustrated throughout

Binding

Hardback   

Price

£7.95

ISBN   978 0 500 651490
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16 November 2017

Who’s the Biggest
Delphine Chedru

A bold and distinctive book that teaches children about size  
by simply asking, ‘Who’s the biggest?’. 

Delphine Chedru
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