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Afraid of everything (Bange for alt) 

Will is afraid of stairs. He doesn't dare to go neither up nor down. 

Towers, bridges and that kind of high places, makes him freeze with fear. 

Once he accidentally climbed high up in a tree, and had to be helped back down by a fireman with a long 
ladder. 

When Will has to cross a road, he keeps his breath and hopes for the best. 

If there are black clouds in the sky, Will gets a chill. What if theres is thunder? Lightning can be very dan-
gerous. He heard. 

When Will looks for black clouds, he often spots birds. Their beaks are so pointy. All they can think of is 
finding something to pick. 

Why are there cracks in the pavement? It’s because there are deep holes down under, where dangerous 
creatures live. Will thinks. 

When Will sees people who are different from him, he hurries up home. You mustn't talk to strangers, Wills 
dad says, so Will don’t. 

In foggy weather all Will can think of is what is hiding in the fog. 

Knives, swords and axes are way too sharp. If you’re careless, you can easily loose a finger or a leg. Off 
course Will is afraid of such things – but he is afraid of soft things too. 

Back at the house, nothing is dangerous ... or? Well, yes, says Will. Outlets. They just sit there on the wall 
and stares with their dark eyes. But Will knows they can be very dangerous. 

On the other hand, Will isn’t afraid of snakes, spiders or critters at all. He collects them. That’s why he 
stays in his room most of the time. It’s so nice and cozy there. Will thinks. 

(32 pages. Full title in Danish and English translation in pdf available upon request.) 
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Hello, little one! 

It’s been a long 
time since I’ve 
tasted boiled 
child, but it 
won’t be long 
now. I am 
going to suck 
every single 
bone clean. I’m 
going to slurp 
up the marrow. 
Your bones. 
Your marrow. 

POSSESSED 

From a rip in the opening pages of Possessed emerges the rotten and slimy skeleton of a witch exclai-
ming, ‘Finally, I am free!’ It only gets creepier and more dangerous from there. Possessed is a picture 
book about possessive magic (literally!). Images and text combine as two evil, slimy, frightening and foul 
sides of a perfect whole. 

We meet a gruesome witch, who has been imprisoned in a jail for the most evil of characters, as she eats 
children by possessing whoever reads aloud to them – so she can consume them! The book is actually a 
spell to free her from the prison of the pages. As each page is turned, she regains more of herself, her 
strength, her power, her cat and her cauldron until finally, she is free. Reader beware! 

Possessed is a terrifying tale of possession and cannibalism that comes alive word-by-word as it is read 
aloud before the eyes of the captivated listener. 

Written by Dennis Gade Kofod, author and expert in all things horror, magic, mythological and language, 
Possessed is frighteningly brought to life by illustrator Kristian Eskild Jensen, who was awarded the Da-
nish Ministry of Culture’s Illustrator Prize for the children’s book Og de onde lo – Amoralske Fabler [And 
the wicked laughed – Amoral Fables] in 2018. (40 pages). 
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Clara’s Book 
Clara’s Book by author Inge Duelund Nielsen and illustrator Gitte Gade is a poignant, thoughtful story for 
children about a girl no one sees, and her friendship with a tree, named Frode, and a bus driver named 
Patricia. 

Clara is practically invisible. On the school bus, in class, at break time. Nobody cares about Clara. Only 
the bus driver, Patricia, sees her and cares about her, but the more she tries to help, the worse things 
become. Clara moves away, and when she does, she leaves behind her book for Patricia to finish. 

At school, Clara is ignored and excluded from games. She witnesses the fun and interaction the other 
children have snatching Sajsa’s “ugly” hat, and with innocent child-logic, she asks Patricia to knit a really 
ugly hat for her, secretly hoping it will gain her acceptance in their games, but to no avail.  

A beautifully illustrated tale of a quiet girl, with a vivid imagination, who goes to a bullying-free school, but 
is disregarded by the other children, who only first notice Clara the day she doesn’t come to school, becau-
se that is the day everything changes. Frode is gone. Where the tree once stood is a gaping hole. Even 
the colours – and the air – are different. Gitte Gade’s sublime artwork lovingly captures and complements 
Clara’s story, imagination and close relationship to nature. Images and words work poetically and empathi-
cally, as one, to convey this tender tale of bullying and loneliness. 

Clara’s Book is a deeply touching book for young and old about friendship, empathy, imagination, finding 
courage and taking flight. (72 pages. Full title in Danish and English translation in pdf available upon request.) 
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The Dino books 
Dino is a little Dinosaur kid who lives with his mother and father in a large cave. Dino is like most children: 
he is bored, has accidents, is stupid, and is sometimes completely unreasonable. He has a lot of friends 
that he plays with by the river or in the jungle, but his very best friend is named Steggo. Dino also plays 
with his parents when they have time.  

Although Dino is a dinosaur, he is incredibly reminiscent of a modern child. For better or worse. The stori-
es about Dino are very recognizable – for children as well as adults. 

2 - 4 years. 

 

(Full title in Danish and English translation in pdf available upon request.) 
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One night (En nat) 

A slightly melancholic story of being locked in the dark, but also a picture book that illustrates the liberating 
power of hope and imagination. 

One night, a little girl lies all alone in her bed with a picture of a boy in her hand. The loneliness is paralys-
ing for body and mind. She has only the sound of rain and a lone pink pigeon with “a homeless heart” for 
company. “Sleep will not come”, so she decides to write herself a dream, but then she realises there are 
no words. Her typewriter is empty of letters! 

Riding the pink bird, she flies through a dream-space of the letters of the alphabet, each letter is in its own 
quadrant of the Milky Way. Eventually, they reach a distant planet where they find the boy from the pic-
ture. He’s trapped in a house of stars around a ringed planet. The pigeon flies through a kind of wormhole, 
freeing the boy, and together the girl and boy fly back on the bird through the Milky Way, collecting letters 
as they fly. The letters gather into words, like the rain gathered into a brook. 

This picture book captures the unique co-creator relationship between an author and illustrator. Author 
Mette Hegnhøj is economical with her precise text. Where she leaves off her narrative, illustrator Mette 
Marcussen picks it up in her monochromatic collage-style drawings with splashes of colour. And both 
pictures and words come together to form a beautiful whole of friendship and hope that reaches across 
dimensions. 

Where it is impossible for the night to end as it began. (32 pages. Full title in Danish and English translation in pdf 
available upon request.) 

The first and only night 
without a friend melts 
the snow and turns it 
into water. 

Author Mette Hegnhøj. ’I write. I've 
been doing this ever since my sister 
taught me how to read. Sometimes it 
is completely trouble free. Other 
times it's like doing a jigsaw puzzle 
face down. Impossible. But very 
funny. I have attended the School of 
Writing for Children's Literature from 
2008-2010.’  

Mette Hegnhøj received the Danish 
Ministry of Culture’s Author award in 
2014.  

Illustrator Mette Marcussen gradua-
ted from the Danish School of Design 
in 1998. Since then, picture books 
have been her main field of work with 
a particular emphasis on allowing the 
imagery to tell the story. She allows 
the atmosphere and language in the 
stories to inspire her. 

6 stars in the Danish newspaper 
Kristeligt Dagblad. 
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Flora Nightingale tells the story of Flora and Pop. Sisters, who love each other. Pop taught Flora how to 
eat with a knife and fork and how to tell her right from her left, but Pop is jealous of Flora’s secret animal 
hospital under the tree. Yet, it is Pop who understands best both her sister and her grief that the world is 
not as it should be. A touching, kind-hearted story for young and old about offering care, diversity, accep-
tance and following your own path. Author Mette Hegnhøj was inspired to write the tale of Flora Nightinga-
le by the real-life story of Florence Nightingale.   

Pop practises French. She can better express herself in French. Pop grows jealous when Flora is to go on 
summer holiday on her own. Resentment drives Pop’s desire to destroy Flora’s hospital, leaving just the 
two of them for eternity. But the night before she is due to leave, Flora shows her hospital to Pop: Hôpital 
pour animaux sauvages. This experience helps Pop to realise that inside Flora is a Flora who needs to 
follow her own path.  

A heartbreakingly beautiful story about sisterhood, love and finding your own place in the world. Mette 
Hegnhøj’s attentive and gentle narrative reminds us that grief can gradually give way to joy. While Illustra-
tor Anna Jacobina Jacobsen’s delicate and heartfelt greyscale illustrations capture the challenges the 
sisters face in trying to balance their relationship – the distance, the closeness and everything else bet-
ween them. ’I close my eyes and feel the bark against my cheek. A revolution is going on in my heart as I 
form the only thing I have to say to my sister in French. 

Finally, my stubborn heart lets go and lets Flora follow her own path. 

Let Flora be who she is. 

Je t’aime.’ (48 pages) 

Flora Nightingale is an insightful tale 
about a heart that bleeds for the sick 
and those in need, and it shows how 
powerful feelings of jealousy can stem 
from loving that person. 
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Wilma travels around giving street performances, displaying her quite unique talent. Wilma used to sing 
once. Something oozes down the wall. A boy who is good at hiding. Dancing emojis, strategically covering 
faces. After her shows, she walks around with a hat for the audience to pay. Some people are generous. 
Others are not. She gives the money to a man. 

When Kaj found Wilma, she was helpless. He quickly discovered he could make money from her by hav-
ing her perform in front of an audience. Her mesmerising eyes capture her public. When she performs, 
she has to dress in a small, tight-fitting tulle skirt. The man licks his lips when he looks at Wilma. 

Kathrina Skarðsá’s illustrations are dark, suggesting and reflecting what lies beneath the words. The man 
and the audience are secretly abusing Wilma. When Kaj holds Wilma’s face between his big hands, Wil-
ma’s gaze seems to harden. Her face resembles that of a doll with large, dark glass eyes, as if she is 
shutting out the man and his touch. Wilma meets a boy at one of her performances. He is good at hiding 
in the dark. He would like to be Wilma’s friend. The boy shows Wilma the light. The boy makes Wilma feel 
like singing again and feel her own strength, too. Their friendship gives them hope for a new and better 
life. 

Smileys, emojis and computer code further illustrate the story. Wilma’s performance is also being 
streamed and sold online. The words tell the story of what happens, the illustrations depict the emotions 
and power behind what happens. And yet much remains unsaid. In The Performance, Zakiya Ajmi and 
Kathrina Skarðsá have captured the subtleties of a horrific subject. 

(56 pages. Full title in Danish and English translation in pdf available upon request.) 

A murky secret of dark 
disturbing happenings 
told poetically in both 
words and images. 

The Performance is a 
simultaneously breath-
taking and disquieting 
illustrated story for old-
er children and young 
people by author Za-
kiya Ajmi and illustrator 
Kathrina Skarðsá. 
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The Present (Gaven) 

One day Frode’s father comes home with a big cardboard box in his hands. It’s a present 
to Frode. Inside the box there is a television, and while Frode’s father makes the televisi-
on ready, Frode plays with the cardboard box: The cardboard box is the best, because in 
it he flies up into a fantastic world filled with card-playing birds, hovering pigs and lots of 
other mysterious things. 

An imaginative and almost wordless story about a boy and a cardboard box and a child’s 
wild imagination. 

Foreign rights: 

Sidenius INK 

Copenhagen, Denmark 

+45 22440567 
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Malte’s dad came back  
By author Tomas Lagermand Lundme and illustrator Julie Gry Sveistrup 

The whole thing is a little weird. Why is Malte’s dad here again? 
Malte thought they were going to get a divorce. 

And what about the dog Mum promised Malte? 

Malte dreams of a spotted dog, but his mum doesn’t seem very interested in a Dalmatian pup-
py now that his dad is back at home. Malte doesn’t quite know what to believe – a feeling 
many children experience when they are caught between two adults trying to sort out their 
relationship.  

In Malte’s dad came back, author Tomas Lagermand Lundme lovingly describes how a little 
boy can feel unsure, betrayed and caught by his parents’ relationship, while artist Julie Gry 
Sveistrup tenderly illustrates the emotional complexity of the situation. Malte’s dad came back 
can be read by everyone, but especially anyone looking for a way to talk to children about the 
difficult issue of separation, divorce and getting back together to try to be a family again; how 
children often become extremely attached to, for instance, a pet for emotional stability. 

And how, for a child, that pet can lead to very complex and overwhelming feelings that can be 
difficult for them to accommodate and articulate. For what if, deep down, the child is a little 
disappointed and would rather have a dog? How do you choose between a dad and a dog? 
(32 pages) 
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A lot of children are monster-scared – scared of monsters in a big way. There is nothing more 
dangerous than a monster – they can lurk anywhere: in the bathroom, in the wardrobe and 
outside the window.  

This is Monster Scared. We meet a little boy who is convinced that there is a huge super-
creepy monster living in the attic, who is building a trap to get him. He has to make a lot of 
noise to keep the monster away. 

Author Betina Birkjær depicts how a monster that we can’t see or hear grows bigger and scari-
er in our imagination, how the slightest sound or shadow is a sign that the monster is there, 
and how safety – a parent’s bedroom or the light switch – can seem miles away. 

Mum manages to lure the boy up to the attic, so he can see that the attic is so small that a 
giant monster couldn’t possibly be living up there – enabling the child to let go of his monster 
anxiety. But he can’t let go of the idea that there is a monster in the attic, because there is a 
monster in the attic – a very cute little monster. 

Monster Scared is eerily illustrated – in a charming way – by Zarah Juul. There are monsters 
in the dark, just like in a child’s imagination, but Juul has dotted fun little details throughout. 

A book highly recommended to anyone who is – or has been – monster-scared. So, to every-
one. (32 pages) 

Monster Scared 
By author Betina Birkjær and 
illustrator Zarah Juul 



14 

On Saturdays, you just draw snow 

I’m drawing my dad’s boyfriend. He looks like this: Or that’s how I remember him. Like that. And like that. 
A little boy draws the world as he sees it – with peacocks and snow – as he tries to comfort his heartbro-
ken dad who is mourning his mother and nursing a broken heart. The boy understands loss and knows 
exactly what it means to have a boyfriend or a girlfriend. He has had several different boyfriends and girl-
friends in kindergarten, either because he really liked them that day, or they had raisins or would draw 
princess clothes for him. There are lots of boyfriends and girlfriends out there. 

On Saturdays, they go to the cemetery to visit Grandma, eat jam doughnuts and draw snow. The little boy 
notices how his dad and the baker laugh together at something. He teases his father a little:  
‘See, that’s what I was saying,’ I say. 

‘What did you say?’, ‘About boyfriends and girlfriends. There are lots of them.’ 

The little boy mustn’t throw out the bag from the bakery afterwards – there’s a phone number on it that his 
dad needs. 

The focus of the story isn’t on sexuality, but on getting over a broken heart and showing you care. It is not 
that the boy has to comfort and bolster his dad. It is that he wants to, out of love. Author Tomas Lager-
mand Lundme writes an honest, tender story from a child’s perspective about loss and love that illustrator 
Kamila Slocinska captures candidly in childlike illustrations and vibrant colours. In On Saturdays, We Draw 
Snow, text and image complement each other in a charmingly playful way. Everything will be all right in 
the end. (36 pages. Full title in Danish and English translation in pdf available upon request.) 

A loving story 
of a sensitive 
boy who wants 
to see his dad 
happy and lo-
ves to draw. A 
beautiful depic-
tion of the love 
and care bet-
ween parents 
and children. 
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A Planet Called Ranuknus 
Some dreams are completely up in the air, while others 
are quite down to Earth. A Planet Called Ranuknus is a 
story about ponies and planets – and about how different 
dreams meet. 

By author Zenia Johnsen and illustrator Lea Hebsgaard Andersen 

A Planet Called Ranuknus by Zenia 
Johnsen tells the story of Molly and 
Arne, who have big dreams about 
ponies and planets but end up real-
ising that friendship is worth far 
more. It’s an unusual book, depict-
ing the poignancy of the story in 
words and images. 
Molly discovers that Arne can float 
and she takes him to the park on a 
dog leash (so that he doesn’t float 
away!). Full of business acumen, 
she sees a niche in the market: a 
planet rental company, where the 
children can pay to take Arne for a 
walk. At first, it’s fun, but the air 
starts to go out of their project. 
A Planet Called Ranuknus is about 
imagination, dreams, friendship 
and learning about yourself and 
putting another person first. Initial-
ly, Molly is quite selfish and preoc-
cupied with her own desires and 
dreams. But as their friendship de-
velops, Molly feels compassion and 
sacrifices her dream to plan a generous surprise for Arne, who is not doing well. 
Author Zenia Johnsen and illustrator Lea Hebsgaard Andersen have created a stunning and 
evocative book for children about the beauty of friendship and acceptance. 
(40 pages) 
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The Fox Trap 

An ingeniously dark story, The Fox Trap by Lilja Scherfig is a wonderful and heartfelt children’s book. 

The Fox Trap explores loss, grief and revenge and is about losing yourself so much that you completely 
disappear. The tale of a little boy in pain, who seeks revenge; about taking the law into your own hands, 
and about longing and loneliness – but also about being present and being there for each other.  

At breakfast, Gustav’s father tells him that the fox killed Gustav’s rabbit, Ninus, last night, and that he 
threw Ninus in the compost heap. His father promises to get him a new rabbit, but Gustav only wants Ni-
nus. So, he gathers up what is left of Ninus and tries to sew the pieces together again. The neighbour has 
set out a fox trap to catch the fox, but Gustav can’t wait that long. He takes one of his dad’s rifles and 
decides to see to the fox himself. The hunt is on. 

Gustav shoots every fox he sees, as well as two goats. When he takes aim at a chicken, strange barking 
sounds come out of his mouth, and he tears the chickens to pieces with his sharp teeth instead. He has 
turned into a fox. He runs off, but gets caught in the neighbour’s fox trap. The neighbour gives the fox to a 
funfair, where he eventually meets a little boy named Paw. 

The Fox Trap is at once a terrifying and beautiful story of the love and evil within all of us. It explores how 
our actions define us, and how an event can change us. But Scherfig also captures how we can find our 
way back from darkness, into the light, and how there is so much more going on beneath the surface. 

Otto Dickmeiss won the Illustrator Award for The Fox Trap from the Ministry of Culture Denmark, who 
said, ‘The Fox Trap is an extraordinary original work, unsurpassed in terms of quality and is, in the com-
mittee’s opinion, the best illustrated Danish picture book of 2012.’ The Fox Trap was also named Best 
Book of the Year 2013 by the Forening For Boghaandværk (the Danish Association of Book Craft).  

(48 pages. Full title in Danish and English translation in pdf available upon request.) 
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The Snory McGrorys is the sweet and funny tale of two pigs who have a snoring pro-
blem. 
Mr and Mrs McGrory snore a lot. They make a terrible racket. It’s so bad that whoever can’t 
fall asleep first just doesn’t get to sleep at all. The whole house rumbles like thunder. Neither 
of them can get a proper night’s sleep as they keep waking each other up. 

Absolutely exhausted and desperate, they try to find a solution: earplugs, nose clips, counting 
sheep – even sleeping in separate rooms – but nothing works. 
In the end, they happen upon the answer – they should fall asleep together, so they can snore 
in time to each other.  
Almost everyone has experienced this – and children – and couples – will undoubtedly be 
able to identify with the story. 

The Snory McGrorys is adorably illustrated by Jon Skræntskov. Each page is full of charming 
and fun details that complement a story of unconditional love, acceptance, support, patience 
and helping each other. 
The Snory McGrorys is a book that can be read aloud again and again, for children (and 
adults) of all ages. 
A darling story for everyone – whether they snore or not!  
(32 pages)      

The Snory McGrorys 
by Ditte Steensballe  

Mrs McGrory lies down and starts 
to snore too, even though she is not 
yet asleep. 
She snores in time with Mr McGro-
ry. 
If I remain like this, I might fall 
asleep, she thinks. 

And she does. Next to Mr McGrory. 
SNOOOOORRRREEE! 
All night long they snore in time to 
each other without waking up. 
They dream of ginormous potatoes. 

They lick their lips in their sleep, 
and when they wake up, they lie 
wrapped around each other. 

Good morning my love. Have you 
slept well? 
Yes, I have. 
I have, too! 
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Stormy House tells the tender story of how Elmer escapes into the world of imagination 
and ventures out into space when his nice dad “Norm” transforms into a “Storm” that 
clangs, bangs and rumbles. 

In Stormy House, we meet Elmer. Elmer’s dad’s name is Norm on good days, but on 
other days it’s more like Storm. Mette Vedsø and Signe Kjær bring to life the impact 
of domestic violence on children in a delicate and thought-provoking way in their pic-
ture book, allowing readers to use the story to start a conversation on a difficult topic. 
Signe Kjær’s illustrations detail the story from Elmer’s point of view and they comple-
ment and substantiate the text excellently. Stormy House captures how children are 
privy to, perceive and pick up on much more than we give them credit for. Much that 
is not said in words is expressed and unfolded in images.  
Author Mette Vedsø gently conveys the subject of violence in the home by showing 
rather than telling: 
When Dad’s name is Norm, Mum makes herring sandwiches and Elmer gets a crazy 
swing around that Dad calls a sailor. 
Elmer doesn’t like herring sandwiches or sailors, but he pretends he does. Elmer 
agrees to most things as long as Dad is Norm. 

Mette Vedsø’s heart-breaking tale is told poetically and accurately, with great empa-
thy, in an economy of words. 
(32 pages) 


