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R E C E N T  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  R I G H T S  D E A L S  |  CHILDREN’S  &  YA-BOOKS

Backyard Beasts

By Bouwien Jansen, Lotte Stegeman  

& Marieke Nelissen 

Recently sold to Azbooka Atticus (Russia) 

The Girl with the Braids

By Wilma Geldof

Recently sold to Sarajevo Publishing 

(Bosnia & Herzegovina), Albatros Media 

(Czech Republic)

Previously sold to Mauri Spagnol (Italy),

Gerstenberg (Germany)

The Poo Factory Theme Park 

By Marja Baseler, Annemarie van den Brink  

& Tjarko van der Pol

Recently sold to Alfabeta (Sweden)

Previously sold to Publishing House 

of Electronics Industry (China), Klett 

Kinderbuch (Germany), Scolar (Hungary), 

Taosheng (Taiwan), Gilbut (South-Korea)

Hotel Bonbien 

By Enne Koens

Recently sold to Final Publishing (Turkey)

Previously sold to Camelozampa (Italy), 

Gerstenberg (Germany)

I’m Vincent and I’m not Scared

By Enne Koens 

Recently sold to Gerstenberg (Germany)

At Midnight, When the Monsters 

Come

By Victor Spoormaker, Bouwien Jansen  

& Alette Straathof

Recently sold to Can Yayınları (Turkey)

Algebrealm

By Stefan Buijsman, Govrien Oldenburger  

& Vanessa Oostijen

Recently sold to Beijing Daily Press (China)

Creepy Crawlies

By Gemma Venhuizen & Tjarko van der Pol

Recently sold to Publishing House of 

Electronics Industry (China)

Luitingh-Sijthoff – Children’s and YA-books

Luitingh-Sijtho� (LS) is a dynamic publishing company with a rich history,  

well-known in the Dutch adult market with authors such as Jessie Burton,  

Graeme Simsion (The Rosie Project), George R.R. Martin, Dan Brown, Stephen 

King and Daniel Cole. In 2015, LS started their children’s and YA-imprint, run  

by senior publisher Thille Dop and commissioning editor Hannerlie Modderman.  

LS publishes books that children love to read and that (grand)parents want to  

buy for them, from commercial to literary titles and from original Dutch to 

foreign titles. LS publishes prize-winning and popular authors from abroad such 

as Meg Roso�, Jenny Valentine, Annabel Pitcher, Piers Torday, Katherine Rundell, 

Benji Davies, Ava Dellaira, Ruta Sepetys, Stephanie Garber, Jessica Townsend, 

John Bond and Gary Northfield. Some of our Dutch authors are:  

Enne Koens, Marja Baseler & Annemarie van den Brink, Manon Sikkel, Marian  

De Smet, Marlies Slegers, Lida Dijkstra, Wilma Geldof, Sterrin Smalbrugge and   

Harmen van Straaten. We are known for high-quality publications, our bold 

marketing, and our reliable and customer-friendly sales. LS wants to provide  

a valuable and memorable reading experience with every book it publishes.

Thille Dop, senior publisher

Hannerlie Modderman, commissioning editor



Luitingh-Sijtho�, Young Adult, 14+,  

336 pages, November 2018

Rights sold: Mauri Spagnol (Italy),

Gerstenberg (Germany), Sarajevo 

Publishing (Bosnia & Herzegovina), 

Albatros Media (Czech Republic)  

* English sample translation * 

luitingh-sijthoff
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 Freddie is only fourteen when World War II breaks out. During the war 
her mother takes in Jews who have fled Hitler’s Germany.  In 1941, 
Freddie and her older sister are asked to participate in the armed 
resistance. The girls lure high-ranking Nazis into the forest, where they 
are killed by fellow resistance fighters. The sisters are then given their 
own pistols, and Freddie finds herself oscillating between fear and 
courage, doubt and pride. Amid all this, Freddie finds herself dealing 
with the frustrations of being a teenager in love. She adores her 
boyfriend Peter but he struggles with her role as a resistance fighter, 
even though he has no idea what the nature of her resistance work is. 
But Freddie refuses to stand by helplessly and takes greater and greater 
risks. The danger of betrayal mounts. Who can she still trust? Then she 
makes a shocking discovery… 

This poignant story about betrayal and trust,  
loyalty and love is based on the life of the Netherlands’  
youngest female resistance fighter, Haarlem-
born Freddie Oversteegen, who, together 
with her sister Truus, worked for the 
resistance group whose later members 
included Hannie Schaft. Freddie passed away 
on 5 September 2018, a day before her 93rd 
birthday.

W I L M A  G E L D O F

The Girl with the Braids

Y O U N G  A D U L T

SHORT LISTED FOR THE THEA BECKMANN PRIZE

BASED ON THE LIFE OF HAARLEM-BORN RESISTANCE FIGHTER 

FREDDIE OVERSTEEGEN

HIGHLIGHTED BY THE DUTCH FOUNDATION OF LITERATURE

H I G H L I G H T  |  AGE  14+

Powerful YA-novel novel based on the true story of  
the Netherlands’ youngest female resistance fighter.

P R A I S E  F O R  T H E  G I R L 

W I T H  T H E  B R A I D S :

‘Wilma Geldof is a great styl-
ist, a talent she previously 
demonstrated with her book 
Every Day a Drop of Poison. 
And again, in The Girl with 
the Braids, there is not a word 
out of place. The book is ex-
tremely readable and full of 
suspense. [...] Geldof has the 
remarkable ability to make 
this subject fully relatable for 
today’s readers. She achieves 
this by creating believable 
characters, who are much 
more than untouchable resis-

tance heroes.’ – JAAP TIPPERS, 

HAARLEMS DAGBLAD

‘For her book Every Day a 
Drop of Poison, about a boy 
from a Dutch National Social-
ist family, Wilma Geldof was 
awarded the Thea Beckman 
Prize. I would not be sur-
prised if this book were also 
shortlisted for the same prize 
next year.’ – FRIESCH DAG-

BLAD

‘Convincingly and in detail, 
Geldof describes a number of 
operations in which mainly 

German soldiers are killed. 
[...] Not everything is so black 
and white – we know that 
– but Geldof reiterates that 
point by means of these inter-
esting life stories.’ – 
JAAPLEEST.NL , 8 OUT OF 10

‘The Girl with the Braids tells 
her gripping story: it is a  
cinematic book based on true 
events. […] I have never  
read such a raw account of 
the Dutch resistance in a  
YA- novel.’ – BAS MALIEPAARD, 

TROUW

For more information, please contact Irina Fomichev: irina@sharedstories.nl
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 Bouwien Jansen en Lotte Stegeman 
Met illustraties van Marieke Nelissen

Luitingh-Sijtho�, Non-Fiction,  

7+,  June 2019

Rights sold:  

Azbooka-Atticus (Russia)

* English sample translation * 

luitingh-sijthoff
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If you want to see interesting animals you have to fly to faraway places. That 
is what many people think. Wrong! You can find amazing animals in Europe 
too. Some of them are already familiar, such as pigs, deer and seals. But did 
you know that our continent is also home to many lesser-known creatures? 
How about the garden dormouse? The white-beaked dolphin? And the 
natterer’s bat? In this book, you will read all about the wild mammals of 
Europe. And you will discover where you can see them with your own eyes.

L O T T E  S T E G E M A N  &  B O U W I E N  JA N S E N

Lotte Stegeman is a writer and journal-

ist. For years she was editor of Kidsweek

and 7Days. She wrote the book Green 

Feet in 2018 which teaches children all 

about the environment. 

Bouwien Jansen worked as an editor 

for Kidsweek and 7Days. She is now a 

freelance editor and author and has 

written various children’s books, such 

as At Midnight, When the Monsters 

Come together with Victor Spoormaker.

Backyard Beasts

All About the Wild Mammals of Europe

N O N - F I C T I O N

WITH BEAUTIFUL ILLUSTRATIONS BY MARIEKE NELISSEN

H I G H L I G H T  |  AGE  7+

Playful, interactive non-fiction about all the wild  
mammals of Europe

With this fun, animal-packed book,  
children can go on safari without  
even leaving their own country!

Playful, interactive non-fiction  
about all the wild mammals of Europe

A TRANSL ATION GRANT IS  AVAIL ABLE  •  FOR INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 

For more information, please contact Irina Fomichev: irina@sharedstories.nl



luitingh-sijthoff
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Your brain is a supermachine. It controls everything that happens in your 
body: your breath and your heartbeat, and your ability to walk, talk, see 
and hear. But your brain controls much more! For example, do you have a 
talent for playing football or making music? Are you good at languages or 
math? Are you very imaginative or able to work well with others? It’s all 
in your brain! Check in today at the Brain Hotel and discover the secrets 
of your brain.

• Exciting voyage of discovery through the brain
• Clear explanations and lots of fun facts
• Take the test: discover what you are good at!
• With a step-by-step plan to keep your brain healthy:  

protect, train, calm and feed your brain
• Brilliant full-page illustrations by Tjarko van der Pol
• And much more!

M A R JA  B A S E L E R ,  A N N E M A R I E  VA N  
D E N  B R I N K  &  T JA R KO  VA N  D E R  P O L

The Brain Hotel

N O N - F I C T I O N

THEIR PREVIOUS BOOK THE POO FACTORY THEME 

PARK HAS BEEN TRANSLATED INTO FIVE LANGUAGES

H I G H L I G H T  |  AGE  7+

P R E S S  O N  T H E  P O O  F A C T O RY  

T H E M E  P A R K :

‘The charm of the intestines explained 
through poo-and-pee jokes and numerous 
illustrated gags.’ – NRC HANDELSBLAD

‘A peek into our insides, in a funny and 
accessible way.’ – AD

‘The Poo Factory Theme Park is a  non-fiction 
book in the guise of a very exciting story  
for children.’ – STADSBLAD UTRECHT

Marja Baseler is a writing coach and 

author of over 40 books. 

Annemarie van den Brink is a writer 

and creative writing teacher. 

Tjarko van der Pol is an artist and  

 illustrator for various Dutch media.

Luitingh-Sijtho�, Picture Books 

Non-Fiction, age 7+, 

48 pages, September 2019

Rights to previous book sold to

Publishing House of Electronics

Industry (China), Klett Kinderbuch

(Germany), Scolar (Hungary),

Taosheng (Taiwan), Gilbut

(South-Korea), Alfabeta (Sweden)

For more information, please contact Irina Fomichev: irina@sharedstories.nl



In a fresh and infectious 
style, Sterrin introduces 
children to this interesting 
animal world. 

‘Snakes are brilliant animals 
and if you leave them alone, 
you do not need to fear 
them.’ 

‘If children will realize  
the value of reptiles now,  
they will later try harder 
to make the right choices. 
[…] If you do not know 
that there is something to 
protect, then you also  
won’t make the effort.’

‘Reptiles are useful and 
beautiful animals that are 
worthwhile protecting.’

Luitingh-Sijtho�, Non-Fiction,  

96 pages, July 2019

luitingh-sijthoff

A TRANSL ATION GRANT IS  AVAIL ABLE  •  FOR INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:  

DUTCH FOUNDATION FOR LITERATURE (WWW.LET TERENFONDS.NL)

Sterrin Smalbrugge is an ecologist  

and herpetologist and graduated with 

honours from Wageningen University. 

She researches reptiles in and outside  

of the Netherlands and appeared in  

De Grote Reptielenshow (The Big  

 Reptile Show). She worked behind the 

scenes of Freek Vonk’s theatre show 

and has been on many talk shows such 

as RTL Late Night, Opium and Hart van 

Nederland.

N O N - F I C T I O NH I G H L I G H T  |  AGE  8+

S T E R R I N  S M A L B R U G G E

The Big Reptile Book

An irresistable book for daredevils 
Full of facts, awesome reptile photos and funny illustrationsFull of facts, awesome reptile photos and funny illustrationsFull of facts, awesome reptile photos and funny illustrations

FOR FANS OF STEVE IRWIN 

Reptiles have been around for hundreds of millions of years, but to this very 
day they do not have the best reputation. Wrongfully so, believes Sterrin 
Smalbrugge. Reptiles are indispensable to nature. Moreover, they are incred-
ibly fascinating. Did you know for example that the king cobra is the only 
snake in the world that makes a nest for her children? That the gecko is a 
true Spider-Man because of his cool legs? And that the venom of the Gila 
monster (a big lizard) is used in medicine to treat diabetes type 2? 

Including illustrations by Wendy Panders and photos  

by reptile photographer Matthijs Kuijpers

For more information, please contact Irina Fomichev: irina@sharedstories.nl






























