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Preface  

 
 
In the booklet When I'm 33… 227 children of 8 years and older, at our request, 

described what they imagined a day in their life would look like when they were 33. It 
appeared in 1969. Not many people had been startled by the first splashes of the 2nd Feminist 
Wave yet, which had been rolled out by myself, amongst other, a year earlier. And that was 
noticeable! Most girls saw themselves as caring housewives who waved goodbye to their 
husbands in the morning and then devoted themselves to vacuuming, making beds, changing 
babies' diapers, shopping, ironing and cooking. "It's tough, but we’ll have to" many of them 
concluded. Boys filled in their futures as a lot more exciting. They did see themselves as a 
family man, but that did not stand in the way of an exciting career as a pilot, explorer or 
veterinarian. 

 
These ingrained views about the division of roles and tasks between the sexes are 

largely a thing of the past. Today's children no longer see their mothers exclusively in the role 
of house slave. Fiep Westendorp also contributed to this change with her illustrations. She 
desecrated Holy Motherhood and housewifery from behind her drawing board and the men in 
her illustrations more often radiated sluggishness than power. But in practice, the dividing 
wall sometimes still persists. That is why it is a good idea to bundle the series of professions 
that Fiep has portrayed over the years. And to talk about whether every profession is open to 
every girl and every boy. 

 
Hedy d'Ancona 

  



In uniform 
police officer – fire brigade – captain – military 

 
Are you someone who always remains calm when something bad happens and are you not 
easily frightened? Then you can work for the police, the fire brigade or the army. When you 
work there, you wear a uniform, so that everyone can recognize you immediately. If you're in 
the police force, fire department, or military, your job can be dangerous, but you always stay 
calm. Even if there is a fire or if an accident has occurred. You offer help and ensure that 
everything becomes safe again as soon as possible. 
 
The arts 
artist – illustrator – writer – fashion designer – musician – magician – conductor 
 
Do you prefer to draw all day long or do you think making music is the greatest thing there is? 
If so, then a creative profession might be right for you. For a creative profession you need 
imagination and talent, but you also need a lot of practice. 
If you are very good, you can play in a large concert hall or your artwork will hang in a 
museum. With your beautiful work you can make other people feel happy and inspired. 
 
Technical professions 
architect – construction worker – electrician 
 
Do you like to take things apart and put them back together? Do you like building towers or 
drawing houses? Then you can opt for a technical profession. As an architect you design a 
building on paper. If you are a construction worker, then you build it exactly as shown in the 
drawing. That is very precise work, because if you make a mistake your building will be 
tilted. When the building is finished, the electrician comes and ensures that all appliances 
have power. Very convenient!  



p. 18-19 
 
The cobbler  
 
Does your neighbour have a problem: 
a big hole in their favourite shoe?  
Then there is no need to worry, 
you will know just what to do.  
 
You sit down to work, right away.  

 You cut and tinker, polish and scrape, 
making sure that from heel to toe,  
the shoe is again in tip-top shape! 
 
When the customers leave your shop, 
they’ll be dancing down the street. 
To give people’s shoes a second life 
is a wonderful job indeed.  
 
p. 84-85 
 
The conductor 
 
The one who knows all instruments, 
the great orchestra instructor. 
Do you see them, at the front?  
That person is called the conductor.  
 
The music can be soft or loud, 
with a movement of their hand,  
it goes from happy back to sad, 
the concert is at their command.  
 
Whether it’s a string quartet, 
or a Christmas choir of volunteers, 
with a good conductor any concert 
will be music to your ears.  
 

  



p. 36-37 
 
The athlete 
 
Most careers can wait till later, 
but have sports stolen your heart? 
If you want to be an athlete 
you will need an early start. 
 
Is it basketball you’re good at? 
Do you like to run, jump, swim or squat? 
Just keep training, make the most 
of the talent that you’ve got.  
 
When you’ve made it to the finals, 
are you ready for the race? 
The whole country will be cheering. 
Maybe you will win first place! 
 
p. 76-77 
 
The bus driver 
 
Driving all day through the city, 
you know all the streets by heart. 
Making sure you are on time, 
to arrive and to depart.  
 
Bringing, fetching, driving, waiting,  
you always know where you should go.  
And yet people still complain 
about the traffic being slow! 
 
A bus driver has to know a lot 
and not just things you learn from books. 
Because parking a big bus like that, 
is not as easy as it looks! 
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