
Foreign rights
new and forthcoming

Frankfurt Rights List 2025



Hot Topics	 p.	 7	� Arturo Marzano 
A History of Gaza: Land, Politics, Conflict

	 p.	 8	� Mario Del Pero 
American Darkness: The United States and the 
World in the Age of Trump 

	 p.	 9	� Patrizio Bianchi 
Europe Between Trump and China: Trends and 
Conflicts in the Global World

	 p.	 10	 Andrea Graziosi 
			�   The Resurgence of Race

	 p.	 11	 Antonio Nicita 
			   �The Age of Hate

	 p.	 12	 Gianluca Sadun Bordoni   
			   �War and Human Nature: 

The Roots of World Disorder

	 p.	 13	 Maurizio Ferraris 
			�   Human Thinking in the Age of AI

	 p.	 14	 Francesca Pongiglione 
			   �The Climate Emergency: Re-Imagining the 

Individual in a Changing World

	 p.	 15	 Renata Pepicelli 
			�   Neither East, Nor West: Living in a New World

Travel	 p.	 16	� Alberto Magnani 
The Wings of Africa: Snapshots from a 
Changing Continent

	 p.	 17	� Attilio Brilli 
Secret Tales of the Italian Tour

	 p.	 18	 Egidio Ivetic & Luigi Mascilli Migliorini 
			�   Naples and Venice: The Sea as Destiny

	 p.	 19	 Marco Lupis 
			   �To the Ends of the Earth: Tales of Distant 

Islands

Series 
«Rediscovering Europe»	 p.	 20	 Attilio Brilli 
			�   The Pathways of The Grand Tour

	 p.	 21	 Livio Zerbini 
			�   The Pathways of Roman Cities

	 p.	 21	 Andrea Santangelo 
			�   The Pathways of War

History	 p.	 22	� Chiara Frugoni 
A Distant City: Feelings and Images  
in the Middle Ages

	 p.	 24	� Claudio Ferlan 
The Lengthy Trail: The Never-Ending History  
of North American Indians

	 p.	 25	� Aglaia Mcclintock (ed.) 
The Gods and the Law

	 p.	 26	 Laura Minervini 
			�   The Invention of the Assassins: 

Genesis of a Medieval Legend

History of Fascist Italy	 p.	 27	 Paolo Pezzino 
			�   The Venues of the Resistance

Contemporary History	 p.	 28	 Tiziano Bonazzi 
			�   Magritte’s Ignorant Fairy: American Fragments

	 p.	 29	� Fabio Isman 
Nazis Plundering Art: The Last Spoils of War

	 p.	 30	� Guido Formigoni 
A Basic History of International Politics (1945-2025) 

	 p.	 31	� Emanuele Felice 
Prosperity and Decline: An Economic History  
of Italy

	 p.	 32	� Raffaella Baritono & Vinzia Fiorino (eds.) 
Women at The Polls: A Global History

Archaeology	 p.	 33	 Divina Centore 
			�   Pharaohs and Flowers: 

The Marvel of Ancient Egyptian Gardens

Science	 p.	 34	� Antonio Rizzo & Paolo Legrenzi 
Thinking with Artificial Intelligence:  
A Potential Ally 

	 p.	 35	� Mario De Caro & Benedetta Giovanola 
Intelligences: Ethics and Politics of AI

	 p.	 36	� Paolo De Bernardis 
All the Colours of the Black Body

	 p.	 37	� Andrea Ferrero 
Reaching for the Stars: The Forgotten Heroes 
and Heroines of Space Exploration



Series «Tales of Numbers»	 p.	 52	 Vittorio Marchis 
			�   Thirteen: A Fated Number

Series	 p.	 53	 Gennaro Carillo 
«Parole Controtempo» 			   Temperance

	 p.	 54	� Massimo Cerulo 
Secrecy

Philosophy	 p.	 55	� Maurizio Ciampa 
A Brief History of Our Inertia 

	 p.	 56	� Giuseppe Cambiano 
Aristoteles and Téchne

	 p.	 57	� Carlo Galli 
Technology: Consolidating and Subverting 
Power Relationships

	 p.	 58	 Stefano Poggi 
			�   Individuals and Fate: Germany and Its 

Philosophers in the Interwar Era

Literature and Philology	 p.	 59	� Federico Giuntoli 
The Floods of God: From Mesopotamian Myth 
to the Bible

	 p.	 60	� Federico Condello 
The Ferocity of Medea: The Tragedy of Euripides

Sociology	 p.	 61	� Chiara Giaccardi & Mauro Magatti 
Isolated Machines: Mechanising Humanity or 
Humanising the World?

	 p.	 62	� Franco Garelli & Stefania Palmisano 
Religions in the Global World

Political Science	 p.	 63	� Angelo Panebianco 
Identities and Institutions: Individuals, 
Groups, Politics 

Economics	 p.	 64	� Gianfranco Di Pietro & Andrea Lipparini 
The Courage and the Vision: Alexander the 
Great and Generative Leadership 

	 p.	 65	� Alberto Acerbi 
	Technopanic: New Media, Reasonable Caution, 
Unfounded Fear

	 p.	 38	� Maurizio Casiraghi & Telmo Pievani 
United for Life: Tales of Symbiosis  
and Cooperation

	 p.	 39	� Silvio Garattini 
	�Pharmaceuticals: Lights and Shadows

	 p.	 40	 Andrea Crisanti 
			�   Genetic Chain Reaction: 

Overturning the Rules of Evolution

	 p.	 41	 Gianfranco Pacchioni 
			�   Clear Science, Dark Science: 

Basic Research, Military Research, Big Tech

Psychology	 p.	 42	� Ilaria Giovannelli, Maria Giuseppina Pacilli & 
Stefano Pagliaro 
Health and Gender Prejudice: A Psychosocial 
Approach

	 p.	 43	� Giuseppe Craparo, Silvestro Lo Cascio, Giulia 
Costanzo & Vincenzo David 
The Development of Psychopathy:  
A Psychodynamic Approach

	 p.	 44	� Giuseppe Riva 
Me, Us, Them: Relationships in the Age of 
Social Media and AI

Series «Farsi un’idea»	 p.	 45	� Andrea Girolami 
Content Creators: What They Do, How They Do 
It and Why

	 p.	 46	� Laila Craighero 
Learning Before Birth: The Mysterious Prenatal 
World 

	 p.	 47	� Angelo Bianchetti & Marco Trabucchi 
Alzheimer’s Disease: The Ailing, Their Families, 
and Losing the Past

	 p.	 48	� Ottavio Bosello & Massimo Cuzzolaro 
Ten Questions about Obesity and Related 
Issues

	 p.	 49	� Maria Pontillo & Stefano Vicari 
Fear of Disconnection: Adolescence and 
Internet Addiction

	 p.	 50	 Roberto Baldoni 
			�   Digital Sovereignty: National Cybersecurity 

and the Weaknesses in Its Defences



Hot Topics

	 p.	 66	 Giacomo Lev Mannheimer 
			�   Merchants in the Corridors of Power: 

Doing Business, Doing Politics

Law	 p.	 67	� Pier Luigi Petrillo 
The Iran of the Ayatollahs 

Highlights from	 p.	 68	 Francesco Benigno 
our recent backlist			�   The History of Today

	 p.	 68	 Egidio Ivetic 
			�   South/North: The Mediterranean as Global 

Border

	 p.	 69	 Giulia Sissa 
			�   Genders and History: The Ongoing 

Metamorphosis of the Feminine and the 
Masculine

	 p.	 69	 Daniele Caligiore 
			�   Health Care and Artificial Intelligence

	 p.	 70	 Fausto Caruana & Elisabetta Palagi 
			�   Why We Laugh: The Origins of the Social Brain

	 p.	 70	� Georg Northoff 
The Time Code: Brain, Mind, Consciousness

	 p.	 71	 Arianna Arisi Rota 
			�   Peace

	 p.	 71	 Marcello Russo 
			�   Equilibrium: How to Pursue a Good Work-Life 

Balance

series «Biblioteca storica»
pp. 464
ISBN 9788815394101
publication October 2025

Arturo Marzano teaches Asian History and Institutions 
at the University of Pisa. 

This book traces the history of the Gaza Strip from 
the 19th century to the present day. Gaza is a crucial 
territory for understanding the dynamics of both the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and Middle Eastern and 
international politics, a place where issues of self-de-
termination, colonial dynamics, regional rivalries, and 
global imbalances meet and interact. The author’s 
choice of a chronological approach helps readers fol-
low the evolution of events and grasp the continuities 
and discontinuities that define the Strip. This book 
criticises the simplified view that ends up identifying 
Gaza exclusively with a place of desolation or its pop-
ulation with Hamas. To avoid this misunderstanding, 
which underpins irreconcilable conflicts, it is necessary 
to engage in historical research to reconstruct events’ 
political, military, cultural, demographic, social, and 
economic features.

Arturo Marzano 
A History of Gaza
Land, Politics, Conflict
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Mario Del Pero 
American Darkness
The United States and the World in the Age of Trump

series «Contemporanea»
pp. 160
ISBN 9788815394002
publication October 2025

The world once again finds itself having to deal with 
Donald Trump. His rise to power is not only the result of 
an election but stems from an identity crisis that no one 
has really addressed and is now reflected in his every 
action. The author is one of the most authoritative ex-
perts in American history, and in this book he analyses 
what is happening in the U.S.: how this presidency op-
erates, the substantial failure of liberal and progressive 
alternatives, the role of economic oligarchies, and the 
precarious state of American democracy’s health. The 
Trump administration calls history into question along 
a variety of dimensions: identity, polarisation, isolation-
ism, political dysfunction, economic crisis, inequality, 
and racial divisions. In this context, Trump is not only 
a product of American politics but also a symptom and 
accelerator of a decline and anguish that his country 
seems unwilling to acknowledge.

Mario Del Pero  teaches International History and 
History of the United States at the Institut d’Etudes 
Politiques-SciencesPo in Paris. He has written for “The 
Washington Post”, “The Guardian”, “Politico”, “The Hill”, 
and “Figaro”. 

series «Forum»
pp. 168
ISBN 9788815394620
publication October 2025

Patrizio Bianchi  formerly taught Applied Economics 
and holds the UNESCO Chair on Education, Growth 
and Equality at the University of Ferrara. He was Minis-
ter of Education in the Italian government led by Mario 
Draghi (2021-2022).

Amidst growing international tensions and surround-
ed by wars that constantly evoke the risk that local 
conflicts could spread and lead the world to disaster, 
we are witnessing violent shifts towards conserva-
tive and reactionary perspectives across all European 
countries. These shifts challenge the very foundations 
of our democracies. Such tensions have been exacer-
bated by Donald Trump’s victory in the U.S. Presidential 
elections: he introduced a confrontational outlook, in 
which might seems to replace reason in international 
relations. Faced with the crisis, instead of accelerating 
the process of integration between countries to pres-
ent a united front, Europe is crumbling; many gov-
ernments are backtracking and adopting sovereignist 
policies that will lead to substantial economic stagna-
tion. Unable to compete, Europe risks being crushed 
between China and the United States.

English draft available

Patrizio Bianchi 
Europe Between Trump and China
Trends and Conflicts in the Global World
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series «Voci»
pp. 176
ISBN 9788815391377
publication February 2025

Andrea Graziosi teaches Contemporary History at the 
Federico II University in Naples; he is a major expert on 
Soviet, Ukrainian, and Eastern European history. 

This book explores the complex and remarkable evo-
lution of the concepts of race and ancestry, as well as 
its impact on human and, therefore, political history. 
With an account that spans millennia up to the wars 
and genocides of the 21st century, the author explains 
the emergence of racism and the idea of history as a 
struggle between peoples. Today, race is again a rele-
vant concept, powerfully conveyed via skin colour and 
often placed at the core of identity claims. The fact that 
individuals freely and proudly recognise themselves 
as belonging to one or more races does not make the 
concept any less bogus or any less dangerous. The step 
from humanity to bestiality is short, especially in times 
of crisis. Will political systems be able to enact effective 
initiatives to counter the resurgence of race, or will the 
latter overwhelm the former?

Andrea Graziosi
The Resurgence of Race
ALMOST 2.400 COPIES SOLD SINCE PUBLICATION 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR:

pp. 216 pp. 644

The Plural  
West and Modernity
Thoughts on the End of an Era

5.000 COPIES SOLD

The USSR  
of Lenin and Stalin
History of the Soviet Union 
1914-1945

12.000 COPIES SOLD

series «Voci»
pp. 180
ISBN 9788815391391
publication January 2025

Antonio Nicita teaches Political Economy at the LUM-
SA University (Libera Università Maria Santissima As-
sunta) in Rome. A former member of the Italian Com-
munications Regulatory Authority and the European 
Commission’s Regulatory Scrutiny Board, he currently 
sits in the Italian Senate and is a member of its ad hoc 
commission against intolerance, racism, anti-Semitism 
and incitement of hatred and violence.

In the first twenty years of this century – ushered in 
by the attack on the Twin Towers – we have witnessed 
manifestations of hatred and intolerance that take us 
back in time. The resurgence of aggressive nationalism, 
enemy construction, expressions of fanaticism, and 
acts of discrimination have shattered the illusion of a 
prosperous and peaceful globalisation. Are we expe-
riencing a historical passage like others that have oc-
curred in the past, or is this something new? Fighting 
expressions of hate is necessary to address the age of 
violence; yet it also means overcoming the entrenched 
misconception that restricting speech in a legally de-
fined form is an act of censorship. In fact, manifesta-
tions of hatred prevent their targets from participating 
in public debates. The abstract and romantic defence 
of freedom of expression is the manifesto of a society 
that offers privileges and primacy to attackers’ freedom 
rather than victims’. Protecting hate speech means en-
couraging an unequal democracy.

Antonio Nicita 
The Age of Hate

IN THE SAME SERIES:

Nadia Urbinati
Virtuous 
Hypocrisis
pp. 176

Francesco Benigno
The Histoy  
of Today
pp. 170

Egidio Ivetic
East/West

pp. 176

Egidio Ivetic
South/North

pp. 130
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series «Saggi»
pp. 344
ISBN 9788815391520
publication February 2025

Gianluca Sadun Bordoni  teaches Philosophy of Law 
at the University of Teramo, where he heads the “Eu-
rope and the Mediterranean” research centre.

The return of the winds of war threatens Europe, re-
kindles confrontation even between the great powers, 
and once again casts doubt on the idea that humanity 
has enduringly overcome the horror of major armed 
conflict and that violence is in irreversible decline. 
Meanwhile, the ongoing revolution in biological and 
anthropological sciences is radically altering our un-
derstanding of the origins and evolution of our species, 
increasingly acknowledging war as a behaviour that is 
deeply entrenched in our natural history. Seen in this 
light, war ceases to be a malignant cultural invention, 
devoid of evolutionary foundations; nor is there any 
reason to believe that objective historical trends are 
lessening war’s relevance in the civilised history of hu-
manity. Such a radical paradigm shift in anthropology 
and politics deserves this focused exploration, which 
thoughtfully addresses the political and intellectual 
challenges facing contemporary society.

Gianluca Sadun Bordoni 
War and Human Nature
The Roots of World Disorder
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LA PELLE
MAURIZIO FERRARIS

Pensare nell’epoca dell’intelligenza artificiale

series «Intersezioni»
pp. 304
ISBN 9788815391315
publication April 2025

Maurizio Ferraris  teaches Theoretical Philosophy at 
the University of Turin, where he heads the Labont-Cen-
tre for Ontology. He has been a visiting professor at 
several major European and American universities. 

We experience a constant flow of news concerning ar-
tificial intelligence, which instils fear and even dread 
about the world to come. Many factors account for the 
attention and the anxiety surrounding AI; yet the lat-
ter’s greatest philosophical value lies in its shedding 
light, on the contrary, on natural intelligence. An excep-
tional and authoritative philosopher sets out to accom-
plish this very goal in this book, which unleashes the 
author’s vast knowledge and ability to create a dense 
conceptual map, bridging the gap between nature and 
technology, organisms and mechanisms, souls and au-
tomatons. Readers thus enjoy an intoxicating voyage 
through the human mind, with a reassuring epilogue, 
at least for now: the organic bases of higher thought 
functions shape the difference between natural intelli-
gence (a form of human life) and artificial intelligence 
(a mechanical process). Our skin, a veritable organ of 
perception and understanding, plays a significant role 
in this process.

Maurizio Ferraris 
Human Thinking in the Age of AI
2.000 COPIES SOLD SINCE PUBLICATION

BY THE SAME AUTHOR:

Rights sold:  
Spanish, French, Greek

pp. 132

Rights sold:  
Spanish, French, Portuguese

pp. 184

Idiocy Is a Serious Thing
12.000 COPIES SOLD

Post Truth
12.000 COPIES SOLD
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IL CAMBIAMENTO INIZIA DA 
NOI, PER IL FUTURO DI TUTTI

Saggi
pp. 200, € 20,00
ISBN 9788815392749

Sono trascorsi 35 anni dal primo rapporto dell’IPCC 
sul rapido e allarmante innalzamento delle tempe-
rature terrestri. Da allora gran parte della comunità 
scientifica è coinvolta in uno sforzo formidabile per 
comprendere sempre più a fondo cause e conseguen-
ze di questo fenomeno, e ideare strategie per mitigar-
lo - dalla transizione energetica allo studio di nuove 
tecnologie capaci di rimuovere la CO2 dall’atmosfera. 
Rispondere ai cambiamenti climatici richiede tuttavia, 
prima che un cambiamento tecnologico, un cambia-
mento sociale, e un ripensamento dei valori morali 
e dei doveri degli esseri umani gli uni verso gli altri, 
inclusi quelli che ancora non sono nati; richiede una ri-
flessione filosofica, che si interroghi sulla relazione tra 
individui e ambiente naturale. Questo contributo è es-
senziale per  fornire le  ragioni per le quali l'individuo 
deve concorrere a mitigare il cambiamento climatico, 
per spiegare perché tale compito non spetti solo alle 
istituzioni,  e per riflettere su come ripensare sé stessi 
in un mondo connotato da questa emergenza.

FRANCESCA PONGIGLIONE insegna Filosofia sociale 
presso l’Università Vita-Salute San Raffaele di Milano, e 
direttrice del centro di ricerca ECSE – European Centre for 
Social Ethics. Tra i suoi saggi I diritti umani nel dibattito etico 
contemporaneo (Carocci). Vive a Milano.

CAMBIAMENTO CLIMATICO; MITIGAZIONE; 
ANTROPOCENTRISMO; FILOSOFIA 
MORALE 
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Francesca Pongiglione

Ripensare l’individuo 
in un mondo che cambia

Saggi

IN LIBRERIA AD APRILE 2025

FRANCESCA PONGIGLIONE

L'EMERGENZA CLIMATICA
RIPENSARE L'INDIVIDUO IN UN MONDO CHE CAMBIA

series «Saggi»
pp. 200
ISBN 9788815392749
publication April 2025

Francesca Pongiglione  teaches Social Philosophy at 
the Vita-Salute San Raffaele University in Milan, where 
she also heads the European Centre for Social Ethics. 

Thirty-five years have passed since the Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change’s first report on the 
rapid and alarming increase in global temperatures. 
Since then, much of the scientific community has un-
dertaken a formidable effort to better understand the 
causes and consequences of this phenomenon and de-
vise strategies to mitigate it, from the energy transition 
to the development of cutting-edge technologies ca-
pable of removing CO2 from the atmosphere. Yet tack-
ling climate change requires not only technological 
solutions but also a social transformation: a restructur-
ing of moral values and human beings’ duties towards 
each other, including future generations. It also entails 
philosophical reflection and probing the relationship 
between individuals and the natural environment. This 
book identifies the essential reasons why individuals 
must contribute to climate change mitigation, explains 
why this task is not the responsibility of institutions 
alone, and invites readers to rethink their place in the 
world.

Francesca Pongiglione 
The Climate Emergency
Re-Imagining the Individual in a Changing World

series «Contemporanea»
pp. 184
ISBN 9788815391292
publication February 2025

Renata Pepicelli teaches Islamology and History of the 
Contemporary Arab World at the University of Pisa. 

From the 8th century onwards, Muslims conquered, at 
different points in time, Spain, Portugal, parts of France, 
Sicily, and the Balkans. Many of these territories were 
later lost, but Muslim cultural legacies remain visible. 
Today, Europe is experiencing a different kind of “Islam-
ic resurgence”, stemming from migratory movements. 
Let us consider two examples that are significantly 
different from each other. When Roger II was crowned 
the first king of Sicily in 1130, Greeks, Latins and Arabs 
worked together in the royal chancellery in Palermo, 
and Arabic was still used as the language of the king-
dom. In February 2024, the Italian-Tunisian rapper Gha-
li performed at the Sanremo Music Festival by singing 
“Italiano vero” (“Real Italian”), an iconic tune written 
over 40 years ago by Toto Cutugno. This event involv-
ing a hugely popular song competition sheds light on 
a novel reality we inhabit but struggle to recognise. 
This book traces the history of this new world, through 
the stories of men and especially women and young 
people who do not identify with traditional catego-
ries. Their lives shape history and challenge politics by 
speaking the language of the new world.

Renata Pepicelli 
Neither East, Nor West
Living in a New World
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Alberto Magnani is a journalist for the Italian econom-
ic daily newspaper “Sole 24 Ore” and reports on eco-
nomic, political, and financial affairs in Africa. 

series «Contemporanea»
pp. 240
ISBN 9788815394026
publication November 2025

The African continent accommodates a wide range of 
realities: Johannesburg’s luxury restaurants, South Af-
rica’s extreme inequality, the tech hubs of Lagos and 
Nairobi, rural areas with no access to electricity, Sene-
gal’s democratic pride, the string of coups d’état in the 
heart of the Sahel, the energy of younger generations, 
the resistance of old autocrats, parliaments with a ma-
jority of women, backsliding on human rights, dreams 
of integration, and complicated visa procedures. Africa 
is a continent of the present, featuring intense demo-
graphic developments, robust growth rates envied by 
Western economies, and increasingly overwhelming 
political turmoil. How many Africas are there? Blending 
an assortment of voices, analyses, and perspectives, 
this book offers revealing snapshots of a rising giant 
and discusses its underlying paradoxes and potential 
miracles.

Alberto Magnani 
The Wings of Africa
Snapshots from a Changing Continent

series «Intersezioni»
pp. 312
ISBN 9788815392930
publication July 2025

Attilio Brilli is a major expert on travel literature, many 
of whose books have been translated into several lan-
guages. 

There was a scandalous, intimate, and secret side to 
travelling in Italy, and it held many surprises. Erotic ad-
ventures and impossible love affairs could be found in 
the salons and alcoves of both Paris and Venice. Attilio 
Brilli sheds light on unknown stories of the Grand Tour, 
featuring students, celebrities, women and men from 
all over Europe. The enthusiastic expectations of young 
and not-so-young travellers were counterbalanced by 
the anxieties and fears of the families of the wealthy 
puritanical bourgeoisie, who viewed with suspicion the 
uninhibited Italian customs and unorthodox behaviour 
of the upper echelons of the Catholic Church. This book 
captures the spirit of the age, the atmosphere of an era.

Attilio Brilli 
Secret Tales of the Italian Tour
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DUE CITTÀ, LA LORO STORIA, 
AL RITMO ALTERNANTE DI 
TERRA E ACQUA

Intersezioni
pp. 130, € 13,00
ISBN 9788815392152

Venezia e Napoli, due città uniche. Sappiamo tutto di 
loro. Venezia e i suoi rapporti con Bisanzio, l’Oriente e 
il Nord; Napoli e le influenze greche, spagnole e fran-
cesi. Ma possiamo provare a immaginarle insieme, 
vederle riflesse nello stesso Mediterraneo? Abbiamo 
chiesto a Egidio Ivetic e a Luigi Mascilli Migliorini di 
raccontarcele guardandole da lontano, e il risultato 
sarà a tratti inatteso. Venezia, città di terra che solca 
i mari, ci stupirà per la sua forza vitale: emerge dalla 
laguna, dalle acque stagnanti, domina i fiumi e i lito-
rali, fa dell’Adriatico il proprio golfo e poi si espande 
nel Levante. Napoli, che nasce quasi tremila anni fa 
dal dolore di una sirena delusa, ci affascinerà per il 
mistero che l’accompagna lungo la sua storia mentre 
il mare è da sempre nel suo orizzonte: il golfo raccon-
tato, dipinto, cantato; ma da esso, quasi temendone 
la seduzione, la città a tratti si separa. 

CITTÀ ITALIANE; MEDITERRANEO; 
MARE
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EGIDIO IVETIC LUIGI MASCILLI MIGLIORINI

NAPOLI E VENEZIA
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9788858138731
(laterza, 2019)

9788858150931
(laterza, 2023)

9788815279507
7.100 cp. vendute

9788815274441
4.350 cp. vendute

series «Intersezioni»
pp. 184
ISBN 9788815392152
publication April 2025

Egidio Ivetic teaches History of the Mediterranean at 
the University of Padova. 

Luigi Mascilli Migliorini  is a member of Italy’s Acca-
demia dei Lincei and teaches Modern History and Mod-
ern Global History at the Orientale University in Naples.

Venice and Naples are two unique cities. We think we 
know everything about Venice and its relations with 
Byzantium, the East and the North; and about Naples 
and its Greek, Spanish and French heritages. But can 
we imagine them together, see them reflected in the 
same Mediterranean Sea? This book’s authors tell their 
readers about these two iconic cities by looking at them 
from afar, thus achieving unexpected results. Venice, a 
city of land that ploughs the seas, expresses an amaz-
ing vital force as it emerges from the stagnant waters 
of its Adriatic lagoon, dominates rivers and coastlines, 
makes the Adriatic its gulf and then expands into the 
Levant. Naples, brought forth almost three thousand 
years ago from the pain of a disappointed siren, has 
been accompanied by fascinating mystery through-
out its history and has the sea as its horizon; although 
its gulf is widely written, painted, and sung about, the 
city sometimes withdraws from the Tyrrhenian as if it 
feared its power of seduction.

Egidio Ivetic & Luigi Mascilli Migliorini 
Naples and Venice
The Sea as Destiny

ON THE SAME SUBJECT:

Publication date: March 2025

pp. 472

Rights sold: Worldwide English, 
Serbian, Polish, Croatian

pp. 456

Antonio Musarra, Pietro Silanos (eds.)
History of Medieval  
Mediterranean Sea
Times, Spaces, Interactions

A History  
of the Adriatic

BY THE SAME AUTHOR:

I CONFINI SONO SOLO 
UN’ILLUSIONE. PREPARATI A 
LASCIARE IL TUO SMARTPHONE 
E A VIVERE L’EMOZIONE DI 
UN’AVVENTURA

Intersezioni
pp. 300, € 18,00
ISBN 9788815392169

Le isole Marchesi, un arcipelago selvaggio nel cuore 
del Pacifico, la solitaria Tristan da Cunha nell'Atlanti-
co e le remote Nauru e Curili: luoghi lontani da ogni 
terraferma, piccoli microcosmi che riflettono le sfide 
del nostro pianeta, ma in contesti isolati e spesso 
ostili. Sono queste le mete di un viaggio straordina-
rio verso territori ai confini del mondo, inaccessibili 
e fuori dalle rotte turistiche. In un’epoca in cui tutto 
è geolocalizzato, monitorato da satelliti, connesso, 
Marco Lupis ci svela che esistono ancora angoli della 
Terra sparsi come una manciata di polvere negli oce-
ani che sfuggono al controllo tecnologico. Ogni isola 
– seppur irrilevante nel contesto socio-economico 
mondiale – rappresenta un microcosmo, racchiude 
una storia unica, fatta di tradizioni e leggende, con-
flitti e relazioni umane che sembrano appartenere a 
un altro tempo, a uno spazio distante dalle dinami-
che globali. Un viaggio che ci ricorda quanto, nel no-
stro mondo iperconnesso, resti ancora da scoprire, 

e che la vera avventura si trovi proprio lì, oltre le 
carte geografiche conosciute. 

VIAGGI; IGNOTO; ESPLORAZIONE; 
NATURA

Citazione. Um, simus as et verori omnieni asped 
quat. Uciis ex etus diorum a perum atibus 
doluptatem incto occullatur. Liquasp ererae volore 
pa nus as quunt aut et am, ist que et, ipsam vero 
consed qui offictae plat que nulparchicte nobita 
volo eum hil incte dolupti stincidunt occatet re.
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omnihil iciet, odi di vellia sequis reius, 
sum qui dis velent haris volum doluptae 
venem id mod que conest expelestrum 

exero quo tem rem venis moluptur, 
omnihilit ma ium ame reiciet eiur.

TITOLO VOLUME
Testo quarta. Officiti squaestio ommolup 
tatur? Quia pore incia vit, sint venducite 
con ea quatiis ut la voloriandam ea adit 
mil milla ium quiaeratet et vel illatus.
Tiam et voluptas essequam nonsectem. 
Ut et quia ex est as volorerumqui dolute 
am, cumquas moluptaturit ut maio mo 
bea pliberro et est, omnis evellup taturia 
suntium ipsa quid quuntius atem re ma 
duci occum faccull uptatur aliquidebis 
volupta tatquid esenet aut omnihil ipicias 
sunt doloria num volorum fugia volenis 
magnimil eum ressiti blabo.

Intersezioni

0,00€

Società editrice il Mulino

Cover design:
In copertina:

AI CONFINI 
DEL MONDO

MARCO LUPIS

Storie di isole lontane

IN LIBRERIA AD APRILE 2025

MARCO LUPIS

AI CONFINI DEL MONDO
STORIE DI ISOLE LONTANE

1 9 5 4
2 0 2 4

PE
R 

I L
ET

TO
RI

 D
I

9788815388025
1.900 cp. vendute

9788815271518 
4.900 cp. vendute
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(ed. Precedente 
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series «Intersezioni»
pp. 288
ISBN 9788815392169
publication April 2025

Marco Lupis is a journalist for the Huffington Post and 
an expert on East Asia; for many years he was a war 
reporter and the Hong Kong correspondent for major 
Italian newspapers.

The Marquesas (a wild archipelago in the middle of 
the Pacific Ocean), the lonely Tristan da Cunha in the 
Atlantic, Nauru, and the Kurils are located far from 
any mainland. These small islands, in isolated and of-
ten hostile contexts, reflect the challenges facing our 
planet. This book leads its readers on an extraordinary 
journey among lands that are at the edge of the world, 
inaccessible, and off the usual tourist track. In an age 
when everything is geo-localised, monitored by satel-
lites, and interconnected, the author shows that there 
are still corners of the Earth, scattered like a handful 
of dust in the sea, which elude technological control. 
Each island – playing a marginal role in the world’s so-
cio-economic order – represents a microcosm and fea-
tures a unique history, made up of traditions, legends, 
conflicts, and human relationships that seem to belong 
to another time and place, far removed from global dy-
namics. This book reminds us that much remains to be 
discovered in our hyper-connected world and that the 
real adventures lie there, beyond the familiar maps.

Marco Lupis 
To the Ends of the Earth
Tales of Distant Islands

ON THE SAME SUBJECT:

Rights sold: Polish

pp. 350 pp. 250

Antonio Musarra
Neverlands
Imaginary Geographies  
of Mediterranean  
and Atlantic Islands

Conquering Distance
Voyages, Encounters, Discoveries

BY THE SAME AUTHOR:



Series «Rediscovering Europe» Series «Rediscovering Europe»

More than a mere geographical entity, Europe is a civilisation firmly anchored in ancient Greco-Roman 
culture and Christianity, and its centre of gravity is the Mediterranean Sea. Europe is an open, multi-fac-
eted world where multiple cultural identities have crossed paths, where East and West, North and South 
have met and permeated each other over the centuries. The «Rediscovering Europe» series leads readers 
through streets and venues that continue to reflect this shared heritage.

Attilio Brilli  is a major expert on travel literature, many of whose 
books have been translated into several languages.

To follow in the footsteps of the protagonists of the Grand Tour and 
to tread along their paths in Europe means reconstructing the routes 
through which culture spread out between the 17th and early 19th 
centuries. In that period entire generations of aristocrats and other 
members of the upper class experienced a veritable rite of initiation 
and cultural growth. Although the Grand Tour typically served two 
purposes (profit and pleasure), more attention has generally been 
paid to the second one, especially to Italy as its leading destination. 
Rediscovering the Grand Tour’s European trajectories allows us to ex-
plore the cultural exchanges that helped shape a common conscious-
ness, capable of surviving exasperated nationalisms and world wars. 
Encompassing continental routes, maritime itineraries, and Alpine 
passes, the book provides an unparalleled portrait of a much-celebrat-
ed yet little-known phenomenon in its continental dimension.

Attilio Brilli 
The Pathways of The Grand Tour

pp. 256 with illustrations
ISBN 9788815391346
publication January 2025

Series «Rediscovering Europe»

IN THE SAME SERIES:

Franco Cardini
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del sapere
10.500 COPIES 
SOLD
Rights sold:  
Worldwide Spanish
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Sergio Valzania
Le vie delle 
monete
1.900 COPIES 
SOLD

pp. 248

Luigi Capogrossi 
Colognesi
Le vie del 
diritto romano
1.800 COPIES 
SOLD

pp. 264

Carlo Tosco
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cattedrali 
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pp. 280
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Yves Mény RITROVARE L’EUROPA
ITINERARI D’AUTORE 
TRA STORIA E CULTURA

LE VIE DEL
SAPERE
L’Europa nel Medioevo era 
un mondo aperto, varcato e 
attraversato da migliaia di uomini 
in movimento, assieme alle loro 
idee. Prelati e monaci percorrevano 
distanze anche molto lunghe 
da un monastero o un’abbazia 
all’altra per visitare comunità o 
impiantarne di nuove. Penitenti e 
pellegrini intraprendevano lunghi 
viaggi allo scopo di visitare i 
sepolcri dei martiri o le vestigia di 
Cristo, per non parlare di quelle 
forme particolari di pellegrinaggio 
che furono le crociate o le ben 
note migrazioni di popoli. Senza 
scordare i mercanti, che via mare 
e via terra, oltre alle loro merci, 
trasportavano idee, immagini, 
racconti, forme artistiche, 
invenzioni a loro volta acquisite ed 
ereditate – in Siria come in Egitto, 
in Africa come in Spagna e in 
Sicilia – dal millenario patrimonio 
della tradizione orientale ed 
ellenistico-romana.

Un itinerario nella cultura medievale, 
attraverso luoghi oggi tanto distanti quanto 
allora vicini al punto da rendere comune il 
dialogo tra un arabo di Córdoba e un monaco 
di Bamberga.

FRANCO CARDINI
È professore emerito di Storia 

medievale, con il Mulino ha tra 
l’altro pubblicato «Gerusalemme» 

(2012), «Istanbul» (2014), «Andare 
per le Gerusalemme d’Italia» 

(2015), «Samarcanda» (2016) 
«Castel del Monte» (20162), «La 

via della seta» (con A. Vanoli, 
2017), «Andalusia» (2018), «Il 

grande racconto delle crociate» 
(con A. Musarra, 2019), «Praga» 
(2020), «Hitler in Italia» (con R. 

Mancini, 2020) e « Le dimore 
di Dio» (2021).
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Ritrovare l’Europa

RITROVARE L’EUROPA
ITINERARI D’AUTORE 
TRA STORIA E CULTURA

LE VIE DEL
SAPERE
L’Europa nel Medioevo era 
un mondo aperto, varcato e 
attraversato da migliaia di uomini 
in movimento, assieme alle loro 
idee. Prelati e monaci percorrevano 
distanze anche molto lunghe 
da un monastero o un’abbazia 
all’altra per visitare comunità o 
impiantarne di nuove. Penitenti e 
pellegrini intraprendevano lunghi 
viaggi allo scopo di visitare i 
sepolcri dei martiri o le vestigia di 
Cristo, per non parlare di quelle 
forme particolari di pellegrinaggio 
che furono le crociate o le ben 
note migrazioni di popoli. Senza 
scordare i mercanti, che via mare 
e via terra, oltre alle loro merci, 
trasportavano idee, immagini, 
racconti, forme artistiche, 
invenzioni a loro volta acquisite ed 
ereditate – in Siria come in Egitto, 
in Africa come in Spagna e in 
Sicilia – dal millenario patrimonio 
della tradizione orientale ed 
ellenistico-romana.

Un itinerario nella cultura medievale, 
attraverso luoghi oggi tanto distanti quanto 
allora vicini al punto da rendere comune il 
dialogo tra un arabo di Córdoba e un monaco 
di Bamberga.

FRANCO CARDINI
È professore emerito di Storia 

medievale, con il Mulino ha tra 
l’altro pubblicato «Gerusalemme» 

(2012), «Istanbul» (2014), «Andare 
per le Gerusalemme d’Italia» 

(2015), «Samarcanda» (2016) 
«Castel del Monte» (20162), «La 

via della seta» (con A. Vanoli, 
2017), «Andalusia» (2018), «Il 

grande racconto delle crociate» 
(con A. Musarra, 2019), «Praga» 
(2020), «Hitler in Italia» (con R. 

Mancini, 2020) e « Le dimore 
di Dio» (2021).
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Livio Zerbini

Ritrovare l’Europa

RITROVARE L’EUROPA
ITINERARI D’AUTORE 
TRA STORIA E CULTURA

LE VIE DEL
SAPERE
L’Europa nel Medioevo era 
un mondo aperto, varcato e 
attraversato da migliaia di uomini 
in movimento, assieme alle loro 
idee. Prelati e monaci percorrevano 
distanze anche molto lunghe 
da un monastero o un’abbazia 
all’altra per visitare comunità o 
impiantarne di nuove. Penitenti e 
pellegrini intraprendevano lunghi 
viaggi allo scopo di visitare i 
sepolcri dei martiri o le vestigia di 
Cristo, per non parlare di quelle 
forme particolari di pellegrinaggio 
che furono le crociate o le ben 
note migrazioni di popoli. Senza 
scordare i mercanti, che via mare 
e via terra, oltre alle loro merci, 
trasportavano idee, immagini, 
racconti, forme artistiche, 
invenzioni a loro volta acquisite ed 
ereditate – in Siria come in Egitto, 
in Africa come in Spagna e in 
Sicilia – dal millenario patrimonio 
della tradizione orientale ed 
ellenistico-romana.

Un itinerario nella cultura medievale, 
attraverso luoghi oggi tanto distanti quanto 
allora vicini al punto da rendere comune il 
dialogo tra un arabo di Córdoba e un monaco 
di Bamberga.

FRANCO CARDINI
È professore emerito di Storia 

medievale, con il Mulino ha tra 
l’altro pubblicato «Gerusalemme» 

(2012), «Istanbul» (2014), «Andare 
per le Gerusalemme d’Italia» 

(2015), «Samarcanda» (2016) 
«Castel del Monte» (20162), «La 

via della seta» (con A. Vanoli, 
2017), «Andalusia» (2018), «Il 

grande racconto delle crociate» 
(con A. Musarra, 2019), «Praga» 
(2020), «Hitler in Italia» (con R. 

Mancini, 2020) e « Le dimore 
di Dio» (2021).
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pp. 250 con illustrazioni, € 16,00
ISBN 9788815391360

EUROPA; ROMA; CULTURA EUROPEA

Perché proviamo una certa familiarità nel passeg-
giare non solo nelle capitali, come Londra, Vienna, 
Parigi, Sofia, ma anche in molte altre città euro-

pee? Perché vi ritroviamo, fra l’altro, nel loro impianto 
urbanistico quella comune trama ordita dagli assi orto-
gonali, il cardo e il decumano, di origine romana. Infatti, 
chiunque viaggi nella maggior parte dei paesi europei, 
occidentali ma anche orientali, incontra monumenti 
e vestigia della civiltà romana, segni tangibili, e ancor 
oggi ben visibili, della straordinaria forza di integrazio-
ne politica di Roma. L’itinerario si snida attraverso le città 
«romane», cercando di narrarne storia e peculiarità, non 
solamente raccontando i luoghi e i monumenti, ma an-
che dando spazio alle testimonianze del tempo.

L I V I O  Z E R B I N IL I V I O  Z E R B I N I

RITROVARE L’EUROPAIN LIBRERIA A MAGGIO 2025

Insegna Storia romana all’Università di Ferrara, dove dirige il 
Laboratorio di studi e ricerche sulle antiche province danu-
biane (LAD); è direttore delle Missioni archeologiche italiane 
in Georgia e Romania. Tra i suoi libri più recenti, Commodo. 
L’imperatore gladiatore che diede inizio al declino di Roma 
(2024), Caligola (2023), Traiano. Il principe ideale (2021), tutti 
editi da Salerno. Con Il Mulino ha pubblicato Le guerre daciche 
(2015). Oltre all’attività di ricerca, si è dedicato alla divulgazio-
ne, anche in ambito radiotelevisivo.

La cortina di ferro ci ha disabituati a 
pensare che dal Mare del Nord al Mar 
Nero moltissime città sono state fon-
date dai romani: una comune eredità 
che può divenire un comune destino
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LIVIO ZERBINI

LE VIE DELLE CITTÀ ROMANE

9788815275608
11.900 cp. vendute

9788815253934
2.550 cp. vendute

9788815280848
4.300 cp. vendute

pp. 256 with illustrations
ISBN 9788815391360
publication May 2025

Livio Zerbini  teaches Ancient Roman History at the University of 
Ferrara, where he heads the Laboratory for the Study of the Ancient 
Danubian Provinces (LAD). He also heads the Italian Archaeological 
Missions in Georgia and Romania.

Why do we experience a certain familiarity when we walk through 
capital cities, such as London, Vienna, Paris, and Sofia, yet also in 
many other European towns? Perhaps because we perceive that 
their urban layouts share a common pattern, featuring orthogonal 
axes, the cardo and the decumanus, dating back to ancient Rome. 
Indeed, anyone who travels to most European countries, in both 
the West and the East, encounters monuments and vestiges of Ro-
man civilisation, tangible signs, still clearly visible today, of Rome’s 
extraordinary capability for political integration. This book winds its 
way through “Roman” cities, narrating their history and peculiarities, 
describing places and monuments, and highlighting contemporary 
eyewitness accounts. 

Livio Zerbini 
The Pathways of Roman Cities

Andrea Santangelo  is an archaeologist and an expert on military 
history. 

Not everyone is aware that the two places in the world where most 
fighting has taken place are the Belgian Plain and the Po Valley. 
Europe bears harrowing signs of the passage of wars everywhere: 
fortifications, city walls, defensive ramparts, watchtowers, castles, 
trenches, tunnels, bridges, tree clearings, and river diversions are 
only part of warfare’s legacy. Many places speak to us of this painful 
past: the beaches of Normandy, the Maginot Line, castles across Eu-
rope, the hills of Custoza and Solferino and Waterloo, the bridges of 
the Dutch city of Arnhem, the Gothic Line in Italy, Hadrian’s Wall, the 
inaccessible Balkan and Baltic fortresses of the Teutonic Knights. This 
book travels along the routes of war that most ushered in change 
and left their mark on the continent.

Andrea Santangelo 
The Pathways of War

pp. 296 with illustrations
ISBN 9788815391353
publication October 2025
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Andrea Santangelo

Ritrovare l’Europa

RITROVARE L’EUROPA
ITINERARI D’AUTORE 
TRA STORIA E CULTURA

LE VIE DEL
SAPERE
L’Europa nel Medioevo era 
un mondo aperto, varcato e 
attraversato da migliaia di uomini 
in movimento, assieme alle loro 
idee. Prelati e monaci percorrevano 
distanze anche molto lunghe 
da un monastero o un’abbazia 
all’altra per visitare comunità o 
impiantarne di nuove. Penitenti e 
pellegrini intraprendevano lunghi 
viaggi allo scopo di visitare i 
sepolcri dei martiri o le vestigia di 
Cristo, per non parlare di quelle 
forme particolari di pellegrinaggio 
che furono le crociate o le ben 
note migrazioni di popoli. Senza 
scordare i mercanti, che via mare 
e via terra, oltre alle loro merci, 
trasportavano idee, immagini, 
racconti, forme artistiche, 
invenzioni a loro volta acquisite ed 
ereditate – in Siria come in Egitto, 
in Africa come in Spagna e in 
Sicilia – dal millenario patrimonio 
della tradizione orientale ed 
ellenistico-romana.

Un itinerario nella cultura medievale, 
attraverso luoghi oggi tanto distanti quanto 
allora vicini al punto da rendere comune il 
dialogo tra un arabo di Córdoba e un monaco 
di Bamberga.

FRANCO CARDINI
È professore emerito di Storia 

medievale, con il Mulino ha tra 
l’altro pubblicato «Gerusalemme» 

(2012), «Istanbul» (2014), «Andare 
per le Gerusalemme d’Italia» 

(2015), «Samarcanda» (2016) 
«Castel del Monte» (20162), «La 

via della seta» (con A. Vanoli, 
2017), «Andalusia» (2018), «Il 

grande racconto delle crociate» 
(con A. Musarra, 2019), «Praga» 
(2020), «Hitler in Italia» (con R. 

Mancini, 2020) e « Le dimore 
di Dio» (2021).
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RITROVARE L’EUROPA

pp. 250 con illustrazioni, € 16,00
ISBN 9788815391353

IN LIBRERIA A OTTOBRE 2025

STORIA MILITARE; BATTAGLIE; 
ESERCITI

Non a tutti è noto che i due luoghi dove più si 
è combattuto al mondo sono la pianura belga 
e la pianura padana. L’Europa porta ovunque 

le stimmate del passaggio delle guerre: fortificazioni, 
cinte murarie, torri difensive, torri d’avvistamento, ca-
stelli, trincee, tunnel, ponti, deforestazioni, deviazioni 
di fiumi e corsi d’acqua sono solo una parte di quello 
che ci hanno lasciato in eredità. Dalle spiagge della 
Normandia alla linea Maginot, dai castelli di tutta Eu-
ropa alle colline di Custoza e Solferino e Waterloo, dai 
ponti di Arnhem in Olanda alla nostra Linea Gotica, dal 
Vallo di Adriano alle inaccessibili fortezze balcaniche e 
baltiche dei cavalieri teutonici, tantissimi sono i luoghi 
che ci parlano di questo passato dolente. L’itinerario 
è articolato sulle vie di quelle guerre che più di altre 
hanno rappresentato un fattore di cambiamento e che 
hanno segnato, anche fisicamente, il continente.

Archeologo ed esperto di storia militare, ha pubblicato Ec-
centrici in guerra (Utet, 2017), L’Italia va alla guerra (Longa-
nesi, 2017), Le due vite di Lucrezia Borgia (con Lia Celi, Utet, 
2019), Generali e battaglie della Linea Gotica (Bookstones, 
2019), Invincibile Russia (Carocci, 2021). Vive a Rimini.
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Sono le guerre che hanno contribuito 
maggiormente a creare quel melting 
pot chiamato europei

ANDREA SANTANGELO

LE VIE DELLE GUERRE
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History History

series «Grandi illustrati»
pp. 290 with illustrations
ISBN 9788815394132
publication October 2025

Chiara Frugoni  (1940-2022) taught Medieval History 
at the Universities of Pisa, Rome, and Paris. 

How were cities experienced, imagined, and depicted 
in the Middle Ages? What emotions and feelings did 
they arouse in their inhabitants? What spiritual mes-
sages could be gleaned from urban areas’ physical lay-
out? What kind of society was reflected in those walls 
enclosing palaces, churches, statues, houses, alleys, 
and squares? Exploring figurative arts, chronicles, and 
contemporary texts with her usual finesse, the author 
takes readers on a journey of discovery into the medie-
val imagination of cities. They were places built primar-
ily to defend themselves from what lay outside: danger, 
enemies, chaos, wild nature. The turreted walls repre-
sented a boundary between “disorder” and civilisation. 
Churches, protected by sacred walls, also become a 
symbol of the defence of souls. The transformation of 
walled towns into cities of men and women was accom-
plished through profound changes. Laden with politi-
cal significance, cities were no longer just refuges or sa-
cred spaces, but venues of shared identity, encounters, 
and exchanges between citizens. There took shape a 
new urban consciousness, more secular and linked to 
a reassessment of art, labour, crafts, and political and 
associative organisations. From the Carolingian age to 
communal Italy, from Milan to Naples, from Verona to 
San Gimignano, up to the symbolic culmination in Am-
brogio Lorenzetti’s fresco of the Allegory of Good Gov-
ernment in Siena, this book explains how cities shaped 
by men and women reflected underlying ideals.

Chiara Frugoni 
A Distant City
Feelings and Images in the Middle Ages

BY THE SAME AUTHOR:
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History History

series «Antropologia del mondo antico»
pp. 270
ISBN 9788815393159
publication October 2025

Aglaia McClintock teaches Institutions and History of 
Roman Law at the University of Sannio in Benevento.

In the ancient world, Rome was an exception. While 
all ancient mythologies have cosmological accounts 
of the origins of the world, the Romans did not have 
a cosmogony but rather an “urbigony”. In fact, they 
commenced their narrative with the founding of the 
city. The gods seemed to inhabit the same city as men 
and be subject to the same laws, and foreign deities re-
quired a senatorial decree to be accepted. Omens were 
open to interpretation, leaving men free to act. Howev-
er, in war and in relations with human bodies, the link 
between humans and gods became hierarchical again: 
to ensure the pax deorum and success on the battle-
field, it was necessary to appease the deities. This book 
compares Rome, Greece, and Iran and reflects on the 
link between law and religion and its current implica-
tions.

Aglaia McClintock (editor) 
The Gods and the Law

series «Biblioteca storica»
pp. 248
ISBN 9788815392985
publication September 2025

Claudio Ferlan is a researcher at the Bruno Kessler Foun-
dation’s Italian-German Historical Institute in Trento. 

The presence of Native Americans is one of the most 
significant elements in United States history, yet most 
historical accounts focus on European settlers and 
their descendants. For this reason, tracing the history 
of North American Indians involves a complex journey 
through centuries of transformation, conflict, and re-
sistance. Key events such as the arrival of Europeans 
and the first colonial settlements changed the fate of 
Native Americans forever, introducing war, epidem-
ics, and dispossession. Colonisation entailed not only 
territorial conquests but attacks on native cultures, 
which responded by fighting to preserve traditions 
and identities and asserting their rights. With the west-
ward expansion, violence and abuse intensified, while 
reservations lost their autonomy. At the same time, the 
image of natives was shaped by popular culture (such 
as Western movies and comics), spreading stereotypes 
that continue to influence today’s collective imagina-
tion. The author describes the long history of struggle, 
survival, and rebirth of the American Indian nations.

Claudio Ferlan
The Lengthy Trail
The Never-Ending History of North American Indians
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LA VICENDA DI UNA COMUNITÀ 
MISTERIOSA TRA LETTERATURA 
E REALTÀ STORICA

Saggi
pp. 200, € 20,00
ISBN 9788815392411

Nei territori conquistati dai crociati sul litorale siro-pa-
lestinese prendono forma, tra il XII e il XIII secolo, al-
cune leggende di grande impatto sull’immaginario 
e sulla storia letteraria dell’Occidente medievale. Fra 
queste, grande rilievo spetta alla leggenda del Vecchio 
della Montagna, capo degli ismailiti nizariti, noti in Oc-
cidente con il nome di Assassini. Il libro racconta il pro-
cesso che, a partire dai dati storici reali, ha portato alla 
costruzione di una leggenda dai tratti particolarissimi, 
che ha goduto di grande circolazione fino al tardo me-
dioevo, proseguendo poi la sua traiettoria nel mondo 
moderno e contemporaneo per giungere infine all’e-
strema propaggine rappresentata oggi dal videogioco 
Assassin’s Creed. L’intreccio tutt’altro che banale tra 
dati di realtà ed elementi fantastici riflette l’incontro 
difficile con l’alterità arabo-islamica e i sentimenti di 
paura e di attrazione che esso ha suscitato in epoca 
medievale e che continua, in parte, a suscitare tuttora.

LAURA MINERVINI insegna Filologia e linguistica romanza 
nell’Università di Napoli Federico II. Fra le sue pubblicazio-
ni più recenti ricordiamo il volume di linguistica romanza 
pubblicato in Filologia romanza (3 voll. Le Monnier, 2021) e 
New Perspectives on Judeo-Spanish and the Linguistic History 
of the Sephardic Jews (curato con F. Savelsberg, 2024). Vive 
tra Roma e Napoli.

IN LIBRERIA AD APRILE 2025

ISMAILITI; VECCHIO DELLA MONTAGNA; 
SIRIA, PALESTINA; MARCO POLO

L’invenzione 
degli Assassini
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atem re ma duci occum faccull uptatur aliquidebis volupta tatquid 
esenet aut omnihil ipicias sunt doloria num volorum fugia volenis 
magnimil eum ressiti blabo.
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LAURA MINERVINI
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L’invenzione 
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La svolta medievale 
nell’arte narrativa 
9788815387752

series «Saggi»
pp. 224
ISBN 9788815392411
publication April 2025

Laura Minervini teaches Romance Philology and Lin-
guistics at the Federico II University in Naples.

In the territories conquered by the Crusaders along the 
Syrian-Palestinian coast between the 12th and 13th 
centuries, a number of legends took shape that sig-
nificantly influenced the imagination and the literary 
history of the medieval West. A particularly important 
legend focuses on the Old Man of the Mountain, leader 
of the Nizari Ismaili, known in the West as “Assassins”. 
Using historical facts, this book describes how the pe-
culiar legend originally arose, enjoyed wide circulation 
until the late Middle Ages, and maintained visibility in 
the modern and contemporary world, until its radical 
representation in the Assassin’s Creed video game. This 
evocative interweaving of reality and fantasy reflects 
the difficult encounter with Arab-Islamic otherness and 
the feelings of fear and attraction that it awakened in 
the Middle Ages… and continues to feed even now.

Laura Minervini
The Invention of the Assassins
Genesis of a Medieval Legend
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Ritrovare l’Italia

pp. 150 con illustrazioni, € 14,00
ISBN 9788815392220

STORIA CONTEMPORANEA; 
RESISTENZA; STRAGI NAZISTE

«I l periodo dall’8 settembre 1943 al 25 aprile 1945 
– scrive Pezzino – è stato uno di quelli nei qua-
li i cittadini, volenti o nolenti, si sono trovati a 

dover compiere scelte ‘politiche‚, dalle quali dipendeva 
non solo la loro sorte personale, ma anche quella della 
patria». La resistenza italiana è un fenomeno articolato 
che ricomprende oggi non solo partigiani e combatten-
ti, internati militari italiani, deportati politici, ma anche 
l’azione dei tanti civili che si opposero all’occupazione te-
desca e al fascismo, a partire dalle donne, che rivestirono 
di abiti civili i soldati sbandati dopo l’8 settembre, dai sa-
cerdoti, dai contadini che nascosero prigionieri di guerra 
evasi. Di questi atti di coraggio si tiene conto nel traccia-
re l’itinerario che affianca ai già molto noti luoghi simbo-
lo della lotta partigiana (tra cui via Rasella a Roma, Porta 
Lame a Bologna, l’Abruzzo della Brigata Maiella, piazzale 
Loreto a Milano…) anche Bosio, Marzabotto, Sant’Anna 
di Stazzema, pagine di guerra tra le più cruente.

Già professore ordinario di Storia contemporanea presso l’U-
niversità di Pisa, è dal 2018 Presidente dell’Istituto Nazionale 
Ferruccio Parri. Con il Mulino ha pubblicato tra l’altro: Storie di 
guerra civile (2001), Anatomia di un massacro (2007)e Giustizia 
straordinaria tra fascismo e democrazia. I processi presso le Corti 
d'assise e nei tribunali militari (con C. Nubola e T. Rovatti, 2019). 
Vive a Pisa.
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RITROVARE L’ITALIAIN LIBRERIA AD APRILE 2025

Alle origini dell’Italia repubblicana, 
sorta non solo da guerra e resistenza 
armata, ma anche da resistenze civili
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� Incontri con l'autore in contesti di 
Festival commemorativi, storici; 
contatti ANPI 

� Pubblicità media e social network

series «Rediscovering Italy»
pp. 168 with illustrations
ISBN 9788815392220
publication April 2025

Paolo Pezzino formerly taught Contemporary History 
at the University of Pisa. From 2018 to 2024, he headed 
the National Ferruccio Parri Institute in Milan.

The period from September 8, 1943 (when Italy and 
the Allies signed an armistice marking the end to hos-
tilities) to April 25, 1945 (Italy’s liberation from Nazi 
Germany’s occupation) was – according to this book’s 
author – a time when “citizens, willingly or unwilling-
ly, found themselves having to make ‘political’ choic-
es, shaping not only their personal fate but also that 
of their homeland”. The Italian Resistance was a com-
plex phenomenon involving partisans, fighters, Italian 
military internees, political deportees, but also the ac-
tions of many civilians who opposed the German oc-
cupation and fascism. These civilians included women 
who supplied clothes to soldiers who scattered after 
the armistice, priests, and peasants who sheltered es-
caped prisoners of war. These acts of courage lie at 
the heart of this book’s itinerary, which pays visits to 
well-known symbolic sites of the partisan struggle and 
some of World War II’s bloodiest events: Via Rasella in 
Rome, Porta Lame in Bologna, the Maiella Brigade in 
the Abruzzo region, Piazzale Loreto in Milan, as well as 
the Bosio, Marzabotto, and Sant’Anna di Stazzema mas-
sacres.

Paolo Pezzino 
The Venues of the Resistance



Contemporary History Contemporary History

series «Intersezioni»
pp. 250
ISBN 9788815394064
publication October 2025

“Everyone thinks of the Nazis as murderers. But first 
they were thieves. From 1933 onwards in Germany, 
and then wherever they held sway, that’s what they 
did”, said Elie Wiesel. In fact, Nazis seized a quantity of 
valuable objects – paintings, jewellery, antique books, 
musical instruments, and religious artefacts – far great-
er than the spoils amassed by Napoleon or anyone else 
in ancient times. For many works of art, the war lasted 
much longer than it was fought. And for items yet to be 
found, it’s still not over. About 100,000 objects are still 
unaccounted for: they are the last prisoners of World 
War II. Eighty years after the end of fighting, hardly a 
week goes by without some works being recovered. 
This book tells stories of art and people: efforts to re-
cover stolen goods, trials held around the world, resti-
tutions, and crushed lives of those who owned pilfered 
masterpieces. These incredible stories are authentic 
thrillers that are mostly unknown or neglected.

Fabio Isman 
Nazis Plundering Art
The Last Spoils of War

Fabio Isman is a journalist who used to write for Rome’s 
“Il Messaggero” daily newspaper. 

series «Intersezioni»
pp. 208
ISBN 9788815391339
publication January 2025

Tiziano Bonazzi is a professor emeritus at the Univer-
sity of Bologna, where he formerly taught North Amer-
ican History and Institutions. 

After a life spent studying the United States, the au-
thor has let himself be seduced by Magritte’s “Ignorant 
Fairy”, allowing the painting’s half-lit, half-darkened 
face to help him pursue memories and encounters. The 
result is this book, which explores the deep core of free-
dom, America’s greatest symbol and goal. But freedom 
also lies at the black heart of the country, made up of 
many distinct societies, and where democracy has op-
ulent, often chaotic, plural roots which institutions and 
parties should help unite. The author leads his readers 
on a journey from Lincoln to Trump, through religion, 
enterprising spirit, civil strife, deep rifts, and irreconcila-
ble rivalries… in brief, everything that today’s America 
is and is not.

Tiziano Bonazzi 
Magritte’s Ignorant Fairy
American Fragments

pp. 200

The Rome You Don’t Know
Voyage Among the Secrets  
of the Eternal City

BY THE SAME AUTHOR:



Contemporary History Contemporary History

Emanuele Felice is a full professor of Economic History 
at IULM University in Milan and is a columnist for the 
Italian daily newspaper «Domani». He was head of Eco-
nomics for the Democratic Party. 

series «Storica paperbacks»
pp. 416
ISBN 9788815382382
publication September 2025

Over its millennia-long history, Italy has experienced 
alternating phases of prosperity and decline, like per-
haps no other nation. After the successes of the twen-
tieth century, for years it now seems stranded in the 
shallows of a long stagnation. How was it possible to 
go from one of the most flourishing economies to the 
current decline? The origin of Italy’s successes and fail-
ures is to be found in the country’s political and insti-
tutional structure, in its ruling classes, and in the way 
they have influenced, for better or worse, the underly-
ing conditions of growth. The book that every Italian 
concerned about the fate of his country should have 
is now in a new, expanded edition updated to the last 
twenty years of Italian history.

Emanuele Felice
Prosperity and Decline
An Economic History of Italy

series «Universale paperbacks»
pp. 296
ISBN 9788815394156
publication October 2025

Guido Formigoni  teaches Contemporary History at 
the IULM University of Languages and Communication 
in Milan. 

In 1945, the end of the Second World War marked a 
decisive turning point and the advent of a new inter-
national order. European states, exhausted by the war, 
ceded power to the United States and the Soviet Un-
ion, which divided the world into two rival blocs. This 
book explores the decline of empires, the rise of the 
Cold War, and the ensuing decisive changes. Détente, 
decolonisation, and globalisation are key milestones 
in a century marked by persistent precarious balanc-
es. From the 1980s to 2008, the world seemed to be 
moving towards a new era of global cooperation and a 
convergence towards shared fundamental values. The 
financial crisis and the re-emergence of nationalism 
and hostility have ushered in contradictory scenarios, 
as the turmoil of the 21st century calls into question 
the future of the world order.

Guido Formigoni
A Basic History of International Politics
1945-2025 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR:

pp. 364

Worldwide English rights sold

pp. 688

International Politics  
in the 20th Century

History of Italy  
during the Cold War 
(1943-1978)

BY THE SAME AUTHOR:

English manuscript available
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Worldwide Spanish rights sold
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The Quest for Rights
Interpreting Human History

An Economic History  
of Happiness
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LA LUNGA MARCIA 
DEL SUFFRAGIO FEMMINILE 
NEL MONDO

Le vie della civiltà
pp. 350, € 27,00
ISBN 9788815391438

Quali sono i percorsi che hanno contraddistinto la 
battaglia per il diritto di voto delle donne nei diversi 
contesti nazionali? A partire da Europa, Stati Uniti, 
Africa, India e mondo arabo, il libro mette a fuoco 
analogie e discontinuità dei processi non lineari che 
hanno condotto al riconoscimento del diritto di voto 
alle donne. Capacità di mobilitazione da parte dei 
movimenti, alleanze e strategie politiche, permea-
bilità del sistema, dinamiche interne e internazionali 
hanno influenzato l’acquisizione del suffragio. Un 
gruppo di storiche contemporaneiste fa il punto su 
una storia globale ancora in corso.

RAFFAELLA BARITONO insegna Storia e politica degli 
Stati Uniti nell’Università di Bologna. I suoi interessi di ri-
cerca riguardano la storia e la politica statunitense, con 
particolare riferimento agli ambiti della presidenza e della 
cultura politica liberal, e la storia politica dei femminismi 
americani. Il suo lavoro più recente con il Mulino è Eleanor 
Roosevelt. Una biografia politica (2021). Vive a Bologna.

VINZIA FIORINO insegna Storia contemporanea e Studi 
intersezionali di genere nell’Università di Pisa. Si è occupa-
ta di storia sociale e culturale della psichiatria e di storia dei 
diritti politici. Tra le sue pubblicazioni: Matti, indemoniate e 
vagabondi (Marsilio, 2002), Il genere della cittadinanza. Di-
ritti civili e politici delle donne in Francia (Viella, 2020) e Les-
sico della storia culturale (con A.M. Banti e C. Sorba, Laterza, 
2023). Vive tra Roma e Pisa.
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Una storia globale
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RAFFAELLA BARITONO VINZIA FIORINO (A CURA DI)

IL VOTO ALLE DONNE
UNA STORIA GLOBALE

series «Le vie della civiltà»
pp. 304
ISBN 9788815391438
publication March 2025

Raffaella Baritono teaches United States History and 
Politics at the University of Bologna. 

Vinzia Fiorino  teaches Contemporary History and In-
tersectional Gender Studies at the University of Pisa. 

What milestones have marked the struggle for wom-
en’s right to vote across different national contexts? 
Examining the situation in Europe, the United States, 
Africa, India, and the Arab world, the book focuses on 
the similarities and the discontinuities of the non-linear 
processes that led to the recognition of women’s right 
to vote. Mobilising movements, political alliances and 
strategies, system permeability, domestic events, and 
international dynamics all helped shape women’s elec-
toral participation. A group of contemporary historians 
takes stock of an ongoing, global historical trend.

Raffaella Baritono & Vinzia Fiorino (eds.) 
Women at the Polls
A Global History

series «Intersezioni»
pp. 256 with illustrations
ISBN 9788815391322
publication March 2025

Divina Centore�, an Egyptologist, has worked at the 
Egyptian Museum in Turin since 2018, where she is in 
charge of museum interpretation and editorial coordi-
nation of publications. She curated the “Open Court-
yard: The Flora of Ancient Egypt” exhibition in 2022 and 
the “Egyptian Gardens: The Kitchen Garden and the Fu-
nerary Garden” exhibition in 2024. 

Thebes, 1350 BCE – under the blazing sun, a hidden 
gem shines: the garden of Nebamun, a high official 
of the Temple of Amun. At the heart of this lush oasis, 
adorned with date palms, fig plants and persea trees, 
there lies a rectangular pond where fish and ducks 
swim among water lilies and papyrus. Grape-laden 
vines promise wine, food, and medicine, reflecting the 
owner’s power and wealth. Egyptian civilisation has of-
ten been depicted as situated in arid and desert lands. 
Archaeological evidence, on the other hand, tells of 
fertile green landscapes along the Nile: archaeo-botan-
ical remains, ancient texts, and paintings highlight an 
extraordinary variety of flora and remarkable irrigation 
techniques nourishing gardens rich in food, offering 
stimulating tales, and suggesting sustainable practices 
for our future. 

Divina Centore 
Pharaohs and Flowers
The Marvel of Ancient Egyptian Gardens
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pp. 280 pp. 168

Marcella Frangipane
One Fragment at a Time
Ten Archaeology Lessons

Paolo Matthiae
Laid Bare
Recollections  
of The Archaeologist  
Who Discovered Ebla
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Mario De Caro  is a full professor of Moral Philosophy 
at the University of Roma Tre and a visiting professor at 
Tufts University in Boston. He was president of the Ital-
ian Society of Moral Philosophy and a Fulbright Fellow 
at Harvard.

Benedetta Giovanola  is a full professor of Moral Phi-
losophy at the University of Macerata and holds the 
Jean Monnet EDIT (Ethics for an Inclusive Digital Eu-
rope) Chair.

series «Itinerari»
pp. 176
ISBN 9788815393487
publication September 2025

Artificial intelligence is often discussed in extreme 
terms: some imagine apocalyptic scenarios, while 
others attribute to it almost life-saving potential. With 
a balanced approach, this book’s aim is to conscious-
ly assessing both the risks and opportunities that AI 
brings. From this perspective, its nature is explored 
from two perspectives: as a potential ethical subject 
and as a factor capable of transforming our actions. 
In the first case, it investigates the possibility of AI un-
derstanding language, becoming creative, and devel-
oping a conscience; in the second, it analyzes the risks 
and opportunities associated with the exercise of po-
litical, civil, and socioeconomic rights, as well as the fu-
ture of democratic systems. The book’s readership is all 
those interested in artificial intelligence, whether in the 
technical-scientific field or in the humanities and social 
sciences.

Mario De Caro & Benedetta Giovanola
Intelligences
Ethics and Politics of AI

series «Universale paperbacks»
pp. 232
ISBN 9788815393036
publication July 2025

Antonio Rizzo  teaches Cognitive Sciences and Tech-
nologies and Interaction Design at the University of 
Siena. 

Paolo Legrenzi  is a professor emeritus of Psychology 
at the Ca’ Foscari University in Venice. 

Language, a complex cognitive function, shapes our 
thinking and our understanding of the world because 
it allows us to convey information and especially, due 
to its dialogical nature, makes it possible to create new 
knowledge. Today, for the first time in evolutionary his-
tory, we have the opportunity to further extend our 
way of thinking and reasoning via a new reality: artifi-
cial intelligence. AI is a tool created by humans in an at-
tempt to understand human intelligence, but it has led 
to one (or more!) unconventional forms of intelligence, 
quite distinct from our own. This book describes how 
various types of AI came into being and explains that 
the most appropriate and efficient way to use them 
is to extend human cognition, at both the individual 
and social level, as suggested by the original insights 
of pioneers Frank Rosenblatt, Warren McCulloch, J.C.R. 
Licklider and contemporary scholars Fei-Fei Li, Demis 
Hassabis and Geoffrey Hinton.

Antonio Rizzo & Paolo Legrenzi 
Thinking with Artificial Intelligence
A Potential Ally
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Andrea Ferrero is a spacecraft engineer at Thales Ale-
nia Space and is vice-president of the Italian Commit-
tee for the Control of Claims on Pseudoscience (CICAP). 
He has been involved in the design of habitation mod-
ules for the International Space Station and Earth ob-
servation satellites and is currently participating in the 
European Space Agency’s Euclid mission.

series «Farsi un’idea»
pp. 168
ISBN 9788815394170
publication October 2025

This book tells the incredible stories of women and 
men who changed or shaped the course of space ex-
ploration, yet often remained in the shadows. Their 
names are unknown or forgotten, never mentioned in 
the newspapers, yet they belonged to pioneers and vi-
sionaries capable of transforming fantasies and ideals 
into reality, making the impossible possible. The au-
thor provides a journey through the history of space 
travel that starts from afar, from the early 19th-century 
imaginings of interstellar missions to the experimental 
rockets of the beginning of the 20th century, to the role 
of more recent astronautics and research. In sum, this 
book is a tribute to individuals who, while keeping their 
feet firmly on the ground, helped humanity realise its 
dream of reaching for the stars.

Andrea Ferrero 
Reaching for the Stars
The Forgotten Heroes and Heroines of Space Exploration

series «Voci»
pp. 152
ISBN 9788815392978
publication September 2025

Paolo De Bernardis  teaches Astrophysics and Ob-
servational Cosmology at the Sapienza University 
in Rome, is a member of the Accademia dei Lincei, a 
former co-ordinator of the BOOMERanG experiment, 
and a co-investigator of the European Space Agency’s 
Planck mission, aimed at creating a map of the early 
universe.

The formula for “black-body radiation”, first derived 
by the physicist Max Planck in 1900, is of exceptional 
conceptual and practical significance: it demonstrated 
the need for a new physics after the triumphs of classi-
cal physics, particularly electromagnetism, in the 19th 
century, thus effectively anticipating the advent of 
quantum mechanics. It is fundamental for the quantita-
tive study of countless physical systems: in astronomy, 
it is crucial to understanding the early universe, stars, 
and planets; in environmental science, it contributes 
to the comprehension of the Earth’s atmosphere and 
heat balance. It is necessary for designing technolog-
ical applications, including satellites, air conditioning, 
night vision systems, and remote sensing missions. This 
book describes the different meanings of this formula 
and offers historical, conceptual, and technological in-
sights.

Paolo De Bernardis 
All the Colours of the Black Body
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series «Intersezioni»
pp. 200
ISBN 9788815392923
publication October 2025

Symbiosis is everywhere, a fundamental driver of evo-
lution, a hidden force that connects the lives of all or-
ganisms – plants, animals, and microbes – and lurks in 
every corner of nature. Long relegated to the role of cu-
rious anecdotes or oddities, it is time to recognise sym-
bionts’ role in veritable relationships that have shaped 
the Earth. The authors lead readers on a journey that 
combines tales of life and sheds light on a natural 
world of alliances, conflicts, and armed truces. From the 
controversial insights of Konstantin Mereschkowski in 
early 20th-century Russia to the revolutionary resolve 
of Lynn Margulis, who challenged neo-Darwinism in 
the 1970s, this book explains how the theory of symbi-
ogenesis definitively changed the way we view evolu-
tion. Readers learn about extreme parasitism, surpris-
ing mutualism, microscopic alliances, and relationships 
between diverse organisms where cooperation and 
competition achieve dynamic balance. Observing life 
through the lens of symbiosis also leads readers to re-
flect on the complexities of human relationships.

Maurizio Casiraghi & Telmo Pievani 
United for Life
Tales of Symbiosis and Cooperation 

Maurizio Casiraghi teaches Zoology and Evolution at 
the Bicocca University in Milan. Combining his long-
time enthusiasm for insects with evolutionary biology, 
he studies the sociality of wasps, parasitism, and sym-
biosis between animals and bacteria. 

Telmo Pievani  teaches Philosophy of Biological Sci-
ence, Bioethics, and Natural Science Communication at 
the University of Padova. He is also a columnist for the 
Italian daily newspaper “Il Corriere della Sera”, the Ital-
ian edition of “Scientific American”, and “Micromega”.

series «Contemporanea»
pp. 192
ISBN 9788815391285
publication January 2025

Silvio Garattini  is a physician and, in 1961, founded 
the Mario Negri Institute for Pharmacological Research 
in Milan, and is its current president. He has worked in 
several drug policy organisations and held various in-
ternational posts. 

Every day we use drugs to prevent or treat illnesses, but 
the truth is that our knowledge about them is scant; 
we know truly little about how they work, how they are 
tested and approved, the costs genuinely incurred by 
those who produce them and by the healthcare sys-
tem. Have we ever asked ourselves why more than one 
drug exists for the same problem? And how does the 
pharmaceutical market work? This book answers these 
questions (and others), guiding us through a complex 
world and helping us make more informed choices. In 
recent years the pharmaceutical industry has undeni-
ably made enormous progress in therapy and rehabil-
itation, yet it has also worked to further expand its in-
fluence, producing comparable drugs and promoting 
research that does not always cater to patients’ actual 
needs.

Silvio Garattini
Pharmaceuticals
Lights and Shadows
ALMOST 7.500 COPIES SOLD SINCE PUBLICATION
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Remarkable Lives
Getting to Know Insects
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UNA PICCOLA RIVOLUZIONE 
GENETICA PER UN MONDO 
SENZA MALARIA

Contemporanea
pp. 170, € 15,00
ISBN 9788815392138

Gli animali più pericolosi per l’uomo sono spesso i 
più piccoli. Piccoli come una zanzara, capace di tra-
smettere virus e parassiti, e responsabile, insieme 
alle sue simili, di circa 200 milioni di casi di malattie 
e 700.000 morti ogni anno. Se in Italia siamo riusci-
ti a liberarci di questo pericolo grazie a una lunga 
battaglia fatta di insetticidi e bonifiche ambientali, 
purtroppo questo approccio non è applicabile ovun-
que. La comunità scientifica, da anni, è alla ricerca di 
soluzioni più efficaci, semplici ed economiche. Una 
possibile è stata trovata da poco, ed è quella raccon-
tata in questo libro: il «Gene Drive», una tecnologia 
rivoluzionaria che permette di trasmettere una mo-
difica genetica da pochi individui creati in laborato-
rio a intere popolazioni di zanzare, portandole alla 
completa eliminazione. Questo risultato, che ribalta 
le leggi tradizionali dell'ereditarietà, non è solo una 
straordinaria conquista scientifica, ma anche una 

storia avvincente: il racconto di una piccola co-
munità di ricercatori che ha superato ogni osta-
colo per raggiungere l'impossibile. 

GENETICA; BIOETCNOLOGIE;  
GENE DRIVE; VIROLOGIA
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ANDREA CRISANTI

REAZIONE GENETICA A CATENA
CAPOVOLGERE LE REGOLE DELL’EVOLUZIONE
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series «Contemporanea»
pp. 152
ISBN 9788815392138
publication May 2025

Andrea Crisanti  heads the Department of Molecular 
Medicine at the University of Padova and its hospital’s 
Virology and Microbiology Laboratory. He is a pioneer in 
the study of the human malaria vector Anopheles gam-
biae. He is currently a senator in the Italian Parliament.

The most dangerous animals for humans are often 
the smallest… as tiny as mosquitos, capable of trans-
mitting viruses and parasites and responsible, togeth-
er with other similar creatures, for around 200 million 
cases of disease and 700,000 deaths every year. Many 
countries have managed to rid themselves of this dan-
ger through the strenuous use of insecticides and envi-
ronmental reclamation initiatives; unfortunately, such 
approaches are not applicable everywhere. The scien-
tific community has been searching for more effective, 
simple, and economical solutions for years. A recently 
identified strategy is the focus of this book: the “Gene 
Drive”, a revolutionary technology for transmitting a 
genetic modification from a few specimens created 
in the laboratory to entire populations of mosquitoes, 
leading to their complete eradication. This extraordi-
nary scientific breakthrough, which overturns the tra-
ditional laws of heredity, makes for a compelling story 
featuring a small community of researchers who have 
overcome an array of obstacles and achieved the im-
possible.

Andrea Crisanti 
Genetic Chain Reaction
Overturning the Rules of Evolution
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Ricerca pura, ricerca 
militare, Big Tech

Gianfranco 
Pacchioni

Scienza 
chiara,
scienza
oscura

Contemporanea
pp. 220, € 17,00
ISBN 9788815392114

Dai primi satelliti in orbita terrestre alla rivoluzione 
di Starlink di Elon Musk, dal pionieristico trapianto di 
fegato alle avveniristiche terapie geniche basate su 
Crispr/Cas9, fino alle interfacce neurali e all’evoluzio-
ne esplosiva di ChatGPT: negli ultimi decenni la ricer-
ca scientifica e tecnologica ha vissuto cambiamenti 
straordinari, non solo per i risultati ottenuti, ma so-
prattutto per i percorsi innovativi intrapresi. Quella 
che un tempo era una sfera dominata dalle istituzio-
ni pubbliche, orientata al bene comune, oggi è sem-
pre più sotto il controllo di grandi aziende private e 
militari, che operano nell’ombra per sviluppare tec-
nologie rivoluzionarie e potenzialmente dirompenti. 
In questo scenario, Gianfranco Pacchioni solleva in-
terrogativi cruciali sulla crescente influenza delle Big 
Tech e sull’uso della scienza per scopi economici e 
politici, mettendo in discussione quanto questa sia 
ancora aperta e accessibile. E la domanda diventa 

inevitabile: possiamo ancora fidarci della scien-
za? Una riflessione profonda e provocatoria che 
ci invita a rivedere il suo rapporto con progres-
so e società, spingendoci a guardare oltre le ap-
parenze dell’evoluzione  tecnologica.

IN LIBRERIA AD APRILE 2025

SCIENZA; RICERCA SCIENTIFICA; 
BIG TECH; INNOVAZIONE TECNOLOGICA; 
ACCESSIBILITÀ DELLA SCIENZA

GIANFRANCO PACCHIONI

SCIENZA CHIARA, SCIENZA OSCURA
RICERCA PURA, RICERCA MILITARE, BIG TECH
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series «Contemporanea»
pp. 240
ISBN 9788815392114
publication April 2025

Gianfranco Pacchioni teaches Materials Chemistry at 
the Bicocca University in Milan. His scholarly interests 
focus on the quantum theory of matter. A member of 
Italy’s Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei, he is a recipient 
of the Humboldt Award and the European Academy of 
Sciences Blaise Pascal Medal. 

In recent decades, scientific and technological research 
has undergone extraordinary changes in terms of both 
its results and the innovative paths it has taken: from 
the original Earth-orbiting satellites to Elon Musk’s 
Starlink revolution; from pioneering liver transplants to 
futuristic gene therapies based on CRISPR/Cas9; from 
neural interfaces to the explosive evolution of ChatGPT. 
Once a sphere dominated by public institutions work-
ing towards the common good, science is increasingly 
under the control of large private companies and mil-
itary forces, operating in the shadows to develop rev-
olutionary and potentially disruptive technologies. In 
this scenario, this book addresses crucial issues raised 
by the growing influence of Big Tech and the use of sci-
ence for economic and political purposes. We need to 
ask: can we still trust science? The author engages in a 
profound and provocative reflection that invites read-
ers to review science’s relationship with progress and 
society and urges them to look beyond the façade of 
technological evolution.

Gianfranco Pacchioni 
Clear Science, Dark Science
Basic Research, Military Research, Big Tech
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series «Aspetti della psicologia»
pp. 240
ISBN 9788815393173
publication September 2025

According to Robert Hare, author of the Psychopathy 
Checklist Revised, psychopaths are “intraspecies pred-
ators who use charm, manipulation, intimidation, and 
violence to control others and to satisfy their selfish 
needs”. Psychopaths, like all predators, need to harm 
other organisms in order to survive through parasitism 
and predation. Unlike other animals, however, they do 
not respect any hierarchy and never display solidarity. 
After reconstructing the origins of the construct of psy-
chopathy and its development in the individual, the 
authors analyse and classify distinct types of psychopa-
thy and relate them to other disorders (such as dissoci-
ation, narcissism, and perversion). Finally, they provide 
an overview of the DSM-5 guidelines for the diagnosis 
of psychopathy, describe current assessment tools, and 
illustrate a selection of clinical cases.

Giuseppe Craparo, Silvestro Lo Cascio, Giulia Costanzo & Vincenzo David 
The Development of Psychopathy
A Psychodynamic Approach

Giuseppe Craparo  is a psychologist, psychotherapist 
and psychoanalyst, and teaches Clinical Psychology 
and Clinical Psychodiagnostics at the Kore University in 
Enna. 

Silvestro Lo Cascio is a psychologist and psychother-
apist, and teaches Clinical Psychology at the Kore Uni-
versity in Enna.  

Giulia Costanzo is a psychologist and psychotherapist, 
and teaches Clinical Psychology at the Kore University 
in Enna.  

Vincenzo David is a psychologist and psychotherapist, 
and teaches Clinical Psychology at the Kore University 
in Enna.

series «Aspetti della psicologia»
pp. 192
ISBN 9788815393166
publication October 2025

Gender is one of the main social determinants of 
health. Alone or in combination with other factors, it 
can shape experiences in many contexts. Social psy-
chology has explored this influence in great depth, pro-
viding crucial insights into the processes underpinning 
this link, its potential consequences, and the available 
strategies for ensuring that gender does not negative-
ly impact people’s physical and psychosocial well-be-
ing. The authors offer an overview of gender’s effects 
on well-being and health and provide both theoretical 
ideas and practical and operational guidelines. In addi-
tion to being a valuable tool for psychology graduates, 
the text can be used by anyone working in health-re-
lated contexts such as healthcare venues, workplaces, 
and everyday life.

Ilaria Giovannelli, Maria Giuseppina Pacilli & Stefano Pagliaro 
Health and Gender Prejudice
A Psychosocial Approach

Ilaria Giovannelli teaches Social Psychology and Psy-
chology of Health in Social Contexts at the University of 
Chieti in Pescara. 

Maria Giuseppina Pacilli teaches Social Psychology at 
the University of Perugia. 

Stefano Pagliaro  teaches Social Psychology and 
Group Dynamics in Organisations at the University of 
Chieti in Pescara, where he heads the Group Processes 
and Morality Lab. 
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series «Farsi un’idea»
pp. 160
ISBN 9788815393067
publication September 2025

Although they might not say so, many digitally native 
teenagers aspire to a digital career and act accordingly. 
They are imitated by many adults who sense an oppor-
tunity for success. But who are content creators? They 
are the authors, directors, journalists, and entrepre-
neurs in an era in which the boundaries between the 
written word, images, and videos have coalesced into a 
single digital blob: “content”. They create, perform, and 
innovate, exploiting platforms that are no longer mere 
social networks but veritable entertainment and busi-
ness ecosystems. This book describes distinct types of 
creators (streamers, YouTubers, TikTokers, bloggers), 
their symbiotic relationship with platforms, their mon-
etisation strategies, and their approaches to crisis man-
agement. 

Andrea Girolami 
Content Creators
What They Do, How They Do It and Why

Andrea Girolami is a journalist and senior digital con-
tent development manager at Gruppo Mediaset Group. 
In the past, he has worked for MTV and Wired Italia. 

series «Universale paperbacks»
pp. 224
ISBN 9788815391469
publication February 2025

Giuseppe Riva teaches Psychology of Communication 
at the Catholic University of the Sacred Heart in Milan, 
where he heads the Humane Technology Lab. 

The debate on the influence of social media on young 
people’s mental health is characterised by increasing 
degrees of apprehension. Within this context, this book 
offers an innovative perspective based on recent social 
and cognitive neuroscience studies: social media per se 
are not necessarily bad for young people; what is harm-
ful is their impact on our ability to create and maintain 
a “sense of Us”. The author argues that artificial intelli-
gence and online platforms’ engagement strategies are 
progressively eroding individuals’ ability to participate 
in non-digital communities, with significant repercus-
sions on social relations, friendships, and couple rela-
tionships. This book is intended for a broad audience 
and, striking a balance between naïve optimism and 
alarmist despair, provides an even-handed and acces-
sible overview of how technology is affecting our inter-
personal relationships.

Giuseppe Riva 
Me, Us, Them
Relationships in the Age of Social Media and AI 

Rights sold: Chinese,  
Portuguese (Brazil)

pp. 200

Fake News
Live and Survive  
in a Post-Truth World

BY THE SAME AUTHOR:
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series «Farsi un’idea»
pp. 184
ISBN 9788815393081
publication September 2025

Alzheimer’s disease is a form of dementia that impairs 
the most important cognitive functions – thinking, 
planning, remembering – with devastating effects 
on the quality of life of both patients and their family 
members. In this new edition, updated with the latest 
research on the subject, the authors outline the clin-
ical characteristics of Alzheimer’s (symptoms, plausi-
ble causes, therapies, preventive measures) and offer 
useful tips for dealing with everyday problems and ac-
cessing information on diagnosis, treatment, and care 
services.

Angelo Bianchetti & Marco Trabucchi 
Alzheimer’s Disease
The Ailing, Their Families, and Losing the Past

Angelo Bianchetti�, a geriatrician and neurologist, 
heads the Multifunctional Rehabilitation Unit at the 
Domus Salutis Fondazione Teresa Camplani Health 
Clinic in Brescia.

Marco Trabucchi is the scientific director of the Brescia 
Geriatric Research Group and heads the Italian Geriat-
ric Psychiatry Association. 

series «Farsi un’idea»
pp. 144
ISBN 9788815393074
publication September 2025

We know more about the surface of Mars than we do 
about a place that is significantly closer and crucial to 
our everyday existence: the protected environment in 
which human beings form their first experiences, i.e., 
the womb. What stimuli enliven this milieu? Are these 
stimuli really perceived? Do we learn to interact with 
them? The author explores this mysterious reality and 
how contact with the prenatal environment shapes the 
senses and abilities that prepare unborn children to 
perceive and interface with the world that awaits them. 
As in an investigative report, the text draws on clues 
gathered from multiple disciplines – neuroscience, de-
velopmental biology, animal psychology, behavioural 
science – to reveal how much of our future is forged in 
this hidden space, so near yet still largely unexplored.

Laila Craighero 
Learning Before Birth
The Mysterious Prenatal World

Laila Craighero teaches Psychobiology at the Univer-
sity of Ferrara. 
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New in the series  
«Farsi un’idea»

series «Farsi un’idea»
pp. 128
ISBN 9788815392374
publication May 2025

Across the world, millions of youths aged between 11 
and 17 engage in the compulsive, unrestrained use of 
social and streaming platforms, and even more, pri-
marily boys, are at risk of video game addiction. Many 
teenagers, sometimes barely older than children, 
spend their days in front of a screen or with a phone 
constantly in their hands. They do not ask for help, and 
only with great anxiety do they manage to live outside 
their invisible circle of relationships. Why do they fear 
disconnection so much? What are they afraid of losing? 
Using true stories, the authors provide an account of 
this increasingly common disorder: the ways in which it 
is expressed, the individual and environmental factors 
that facilitate addiction, the warning signs, and strate-
gies for dealing with it.

Maria Pontillo & Stefano Vicari
Fear of Disconnection
Adolescence and Internet Addiction 

Maria Pontillo is a cognitive and behavioural psycho-
therapist and a psychology manager at the Childhood 
and Adolescence Neuropsychiatry Division of the Bam-
bino Gesù Paediatric Hospital in Rome.

Stefano Vicari  teaches Child Neuropsychiatry at the 
Catholic University of the Sacred Heart in Rome and 
heads the Childhood and Adolescence Neuropsychia-
try Division of the Bambino Gesù Paediatric Hospital in 
Rome.

series «Farsi un’idea»
pp. 184
ISBN 9788815394187
publication October 2025

Obesity is often portrayed as a simple matter of ex-
cess weight, poor choices, or miracle cures (such as the 
life-changing drugs recently celebrated by the journal 
“Science”). Actually, obesity – with its global reach and 
countless individual variations – is terribly complex. 
Dualistic simplifications (nature vs. culture), linear caus-
al explanations, and one-size-fits-all remedies cannot 
be applied to this phenomenon. This book – address-
ing ten questions and drawing on biology, psycholo-
gy, and culture – develops a network of connections 
around obesity.

Ottavio Bosello  formerly taught Internal Medicine at 
the University of Verona. He is a co-founder and former 
president of the Italian Society of Obesity and the Ital-
ian Society for the Study of Eating Disorders.

Massimo Cuzzolaro  formerly taught Psychiatry and 
Clinical Psychology at the Sapienza University in Rome. 
He is a co-founder of the Italian Society of Obesity and 
the Italian Society for the Study of Eating Disorders and 
former president of the latter. 

Ottavio Bosello & Massimo Cuzzolaro 
Ten Questions about Obesity and Related Issues



New in the series  
«Tales of Numbers»

New in the series  
«Farsi un’idea»

1 9 5 4
2 0 2 4

LE SFIDE ALLA SICUREZZA 
DAVANTI A UNA 
TRASFORMAZIONE DIGITALE 
SEMPRE PIÙ DIROMPENTE

Farsi un’idea
pp. 170, € 13,00
ISBN 9788815392381

In un mondo sempre più interconnesso e tecnologi-
camente avanzato, la sicurezza digitale è diventata 
una priorità assoluta per le nazioni. Ma siamo davvero 
pronti ad affrontare le sfide del cyberspazio? Un pio-
niere della cybersecuity analizza le questioni cruciali 
legate alla sicurezza informatica, affrontando temi di 
estrema attualità: dai sempre più frequenti attacchi in-
formatici alla competizione tecnologica tra Stati Uniti 
e Cina, passando per il ruolo dell’Europa e la poten-
ziale minaccia alla sovranità nazionale rappresentata 
dall’uso ostile dell'intelligenza artificiale. Il risultato è 
una guida che esplora le principali tecnologie digitali 
trasformative e le più gravi minacce emergenti, sen-
za trascurare la competizione globale per una forza 
lavoro qualificata e le implicazioni geopolitiche della 
trasformazione digitale.

ROBERTO BALDONI, già vicedirettore generale dell'intel-
ligence italiana, è stato il primo direttore generale dell'A-
genzia per la Cybersicurezza Nazionale (l’ACN) dal 2021 al 
2023. Professore onorario presso la Sapienza Università di 
Roma, ha insegnato nella stessa università per oltre due 
decenni. Ha scritto nel tempo per i più importanti giornali 
nazionali e da giugno 2023 collabora con «la Repubblica» 
su temi a cavallo tra tecnologia e geopolitica.

IN LIBRERIA A MAGGIO 2025

CYBERSICUREZZA; TECNOLOGIE 
DIGITALI; SOVRANITÀ DIGITALE; 
INTELLIGENZA ARTIFICIALE
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Titolo volume
Cacciatori (quasi) infallibili, coinquilini silenziosi oppure 
ciarlieri, padroni di spazi e osservatori severi: il gatto 
incarna qualsiasi personaggio nelle trame delle nostre 
vite. Dall’antico Egitto a oggi, Paola Valsecchi ci guida 
sulle sue tracce, raccontandocene la storia evolutiva, la 
domesticazione – declinata nei molteplici ambienti offerti 
dall’uomo e dalla natura – le caratteristiche fisiche e 
comportamentali, le capacità sensoriali e sociali, le 
emozioni. Come è cambiato e perché cambia il nostro 
rapporto con questo felino così diffuso nelle nostre 
abitazioni ma che continua a conservare una 
componente indecifrabile.

Nome Cognome
Insegna Etologia applicata ed Evoluzione dei vertebrati 
nell’Università di Parma. Con il Mulino ha pubblicato «Attenti 
ai cani. Una storia di 40.000 anni» (2020).

Società editrice il Mulino

Cover design: Sara Bianchi
In copertina: © Maria Dryfhout/Shutterstock

12,00€
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Roberto Baldoni

Sovranità 
digitale

Cos'è e quali sono le principali minacce 
al cyberspazio nazionale

ROBERTO BALDONI

SOVRANITÀ DIGITALE
COS'È E QUALI SONO LE PRINCIPALI MINACCE AL CYBERSPAZIO NAZIONALE
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D'ANGELO 
GIAMPIERO 
GIACOMELLO
Cybersicurezza. 
Che cos'è e come 
funziona
9788815383655

ALBERTO 
ACERBI
Tecnopanico. 
New media, tra 
ragionevoli cautele e 
paure ingiustificate 
9788815391476

series «Farsi un’idea»
pp. 176
ISBN 9788815392381
publication May 2025

Roberto Baldoni served as the first director general of 
Italy’s National Cybersecurity Agency (ACN), after hav-
ing taught computer science at the Sapienza University 
in Rome.

In an increasingly interconnected and technologically 
advanced world, digital security has become a top pri-
ority for all nations. But are we truly ready to face the 
challenges of cyberspace? The author, a cybersecurity 
pioneer, analyses crucial issues related to information 
technology security and addresses timely topics: in-
creasingly frequent cyber-attacks, the technological 
competition between the United States and China, 
the role of Europe, and the potential threat to national 
sovereignty posed by the hostile use of artificial intel-
ligence. This book explores key transformative digital 
technologies and serious emerging threats, without 
neglecting the global competition for a skilled work-
force and the geopolitical implications of digital trans-
formation.

Roberto Baldoni 
Digital Sovereignty
National Cybersecurity and the Weaknesses in Its Defences 

A series of 12 books, edited by Umberto Bottazzini. This new book series has an informative slant and 
is aimed at educated but non-specialist readers. «Numbers» are not just for counting; in fact, they have 
played an exceptionally significant role in the history of Western thought. Each book focuses on a spe-
cific number and each number provides an opportunity to explore cultural topics and issues with an 
original perspective. Every contribution to the series offers stories and suggestions drawn from a wide 
variety of contexts, such as philosophy, theology, literature and music.

Series «Tales of Numbers»

IN THE SAME SERIES:

Giulio Busi
One
The Invisible Beat

pp. 156

Gianfranco Ravasi
Three
Divine Arithmetic

pp. 176

Marco Ciardi
Nine
Tales of Sports, Comics, 
Music, and Science

pp. 175

Daniele Schön
Four
Seasons, Voices,  
Quarters, Hands

Foreign rights are with 
the author. 

pp. 140

Marco Antonio Bazzocchi
Hundred
A Tower of Tales

pp. 184

€  00,00

Società editrice il Mulino

Cover design: Sara Bianchi

il Mulino

A cura di
UMBERTO BOTTAZZINI

Alfabeto di ogni civiltà, i numeri esprimono 
la misura del cammino umano. Numeri non 
solo per contare ma anche per raccontare, 
in un caleidoscopio di narrazioni e 
suggestioni, dalla filosofia alla teologia, 
dalla letteratura alla psicologia, dalla 
musica alla matematica, alla storia dell’arte.

MALVALDI
dodici

STORIE DI NUMERI

Ed qui verit aut hictatem dis 
et facesed que dolupidenim 

illoribusdae qui nonsed 

Tre Cantiche della Divina Commedia, tre 
Grazie, tre Parche, tre volte Sanctus è Dio 

nel canone della messa; ma sono tre anche 
gli atti di un’opera lirica e i movimenti di un 

concerto; senza dimenticare le trilogie 
amicali della letteratura, come i moschettieri 

di Dumas o gli uomini in barca di Jerome. 
Tre è la cifra che ci riporta subito alla Trinità 

cristiana, ma che è norma regolatrice di 
perfezione per tante altre realtà. Una 
presenza ubiqua, una vera e propria 

ossessione ternaria dove anche il sapere 
popolare ci ricorda che «non c’è due senza 

tre». Addentriamoci dunque nella sala di 
quell’ideale castello che reca sull’architrave 

il numero tre, passando attraverso la musica, 
le triadi bibliche e classiche, naturali e 

scientifiche, poetiche, letterarie e sacre. Alla 
scoperta di un numero che trascende la 

semplice aritmetica.

È stato presidente del Pontificio consiglio 
della cultura e della Pontificia commissione 

di archeologia sacra. Esperto biblista ed 
ebraista, collabora con varie testate, tra le 
quali «L’Osservatore Romano», «Il Sole 24 

Ore» e «Avvenire». Per il Mulino ha già 
pubblicato «Non desiderare la donna e la 
roba d’altri» (con A. Tagliapietra, 2010), 

«La santa violenza» (2019) e «Sapienza di 
Salomone» (2022).

tre

GIANFRANCO RAVASI

STORIE DI NUMERI MARCO MALVALDI

Un numero che mette d’accordo

12dodici

Marco Malvaldi
Twelve
The Contradictory 
Number

pp. 184

Raphael Ebgi
Seven
A Symbol’s Adventures

pp. 192
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series «Voci»
«Parole controtempo»
pp. 144
ISBN 9788815394088
publication October 2025

Gennaro Carillo  teaches History of Political Thought 
and History of Ancient and Medieval Philosophy at the 
Suor Orsola Benincasa University in Naples. 

The word “temperance” appears old-fashioned, for it 
is identified with a sort of faceless mediocrity, a meek-
ness at odds with contemporary vitality. In public dis-
course, its opposite, “intemperance”, tends to be more 
widespread. A sense of moderation and restraint is now 
seen as a manifestation of weakness; verbal inconti-
nence and hate speech as freedom of expression; feroc-
ity and cynicism as political realism. But temperance is 
not only a check on otherwise destructive impulses and 
the surfeit of freedom that borders on abuse. Its ambig-
uous history over the centuries shows that temperance 
has also been a means for achieving happiness, harmo-
ny between opposites, and the foundation of concord 
among citizens. Reconstructing its history piece by 
piece and linking classics such as Plato and Thucydides 
with modern voices such as Simone Weil and Cristina 
Campo, this book underlines temperance’s role as an 
ethical and political act. This is especially relevant in a 
world that seems to be falling apart.

Gennaro Carillo 
Temperance

series «Voci»
«Tales of Numbers»
pp. 160
ISBN 9788815392282
publication June 2025

Vittorio Marchis  is a professor emeritus at the Poly-
technic University in Turin, where he studies social his-
tory and the anthropology of techniques. 

Everything starts with a famous painting, “The Last Sup-
per”, by Leonardo da Vinci, featuring thirteen figures: 
Jesus and his twelve apostles, including Judas. Thirteen 
is a number that raises many questions. Perhaps Apol-
lo 13 was an unlucky lunar mission, but going back in 
time one discovers that for the Maya there were thir-
teen phases of the moon in a year of twelve months, 
and therefore thirteen was a sacred number. For mys-
tery writers, first and foremost Agatha Christie, thirteen 
dinner guests may indicate an uncertain or dangerous 
scenario. The number is also linked to esoterism and 
the Kabbalah. Thirteen is also the seventh element in 
the Fibonacci sequence. Flowers with thirteen petals 
are rare. Drawing on science, literature, music, art, and 
sports, the author tells the tale of the boundless and 
fascinating connections associated with this number.

Vittorio Marchis 
Thirteen
A Fated Number

€  14,00

Società editrice il Mulino

Cover design: Sara Bianchi

il Mulino

A cura di
UMBERTO BOTTAZZINI

Alfabeto di ogni civiltà, i numeri esprimono 
la misura del cammino umano. Numeri non 
solo per contare ma anche per raccontare, 
in un caleidoscopio di narrazioni e 
suggestioni, dalla filosofia alla teologia, 
dalla letteratura alla psicologia, dalla 
musica alla matematica, alla storia dell’arte.

MALVALDI
dodici

STORIE DI NUMERI

I l dodici è
cosa il dodici fa

Alla base della nostra capacità di contare e 
raggruppare, di seguire lo scorrere del 
tempo e persino di fare musica senza 

offendere le orecchie più sensibili, il dodici 
è un numero trasversale, dai molti 

significati, a volte contraddittori anche 
all’interno della matematica. In queste 
pagine si parlerà soprattutto di cosa ci 
permette di fare questo numero, fino a 
scoprire come sia fondamentale per la 
comunicazione umana - permettendoci 

addirittura di capire come mantenere un 
segreto e come comunicarlo solo a chi 

vogliamo noi. Se siete curiosi di sapere 
come una cifra possa essere così versatile, 

allora questo libro potrebbe interessarvi. 

Chimico e scrittore, ha esordito nella 
narrativa con il giallo «La briscola in 

cinque» (Sellerio, 2007), il primo della 
fortunata serie del BarLume, da cui è stata 

tratta la fiction televisiva «I delitti del 
BarLume». Con il Mulino ha già pubblicato 
«Caos» (con S. Marmi, 2019) e «Il secondo 

principio» (2021).

dodici

MARCO MALVALDI

STORIE DI NUMERI VITTORIO MARCHIS

Un numero fatale

13tredici

serie STORIE DI NUMERI

Voci 
pp. 160, € 13,00
ISBN 9788815392282

SUPERSTIZIONI; NUMERI; 
CARTE DA GIOCO; CALENDARI

Tutto potrebbe cominciare con un quadro: L’ultima 
cena, quella famosissima di Leonardo da Vinci con 
tredici figure: Gesù più i dodici apostoli, Giuda 

compreso. Il tredici è un numero che porta con sé molti 
interrogativi. Qualche anno fa «fare tredici» significava 
vincere una fortuna al Totocalcio; l’Apollo 13 è stata una 
missione lunare sfortunata è vero, ma andando molto 
indietro nel tempo, per i Maya tredici erano le fasi lunari 
in un anno di dodici mesi e quindi il 13 era un nume-
ro sacro; per i giallisti, in primis Agatha Christie, essere 
Tredici a tavola poteva indicare una situazione scabro-
sa o pericolosa. È un numero legato all’esoterismo – e 
considerato in opposizione alla Kabbalah – ma tredici è 
anche il settimo numero della successione di Fibonacci; 
rari sono però i fiori con tredici petali. Tra scienza e lette-
ratura, musica, arte e sport, il racconto di liberi e affasci-
nanti nessi tenuti insieme da questo numero.

Professore emerito del Politecnico di Torino, da oltre vent’anni 
si occupa di storia sociale e antropologia delle tecniche. Ha re-
centemente pubblicato Dall’Arte… allo Zero, piccolo dizionario 
filosofico dell’ingegneria (Mondadori, 2020). È noto per le sue 
Autopsie di macchine, lezioni spettacolo che ormai da più di 
vent’anni coniugano tecnologia e scienze umane, legando la 
scienza alle arti, la letteratura alla filosofia, senza dimenticare 
il potere delle immagini e dei suoni. Vive a Torino.

V I T T O R I O  M A R C H I SV I T T O R I O  M A R C H I S

€  00,00
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A cura di
UMBERTO BOTTAZZINI

Alfabeto di ogni civiltà, i numeri esprimono 
la misura del cammino umano. Numeri non 
solo per contare ma anche per raccontare, 
in un caleidoscopio di narrazioni e 
suggestioni, dalla filosofia alla teologia, 
dalla letteratura alla psicologia, dalla 
musica alla matematica, alla storia dell’arte.

M
ALVALDI

dodici

STORIE DI NUMERI

Ed qui verit aut hictatem dis 
et facesed que dolupidenim 

illoribusdae qui nonsed 

Tre Cantiche della Divina Commedia, tre 
Grazie, tre Parche, tre volte Sanctus è Dio 

nel canone della messa; ma sono tre anche 
gli atti di un’opera lirica e i movimenti di un 

concerto; senza dimenticare le trilogie 
amicali della letteratura, come i moschettieri 

di Dumas o gli uomini in barca di Jerome. 
Tre è la cifra che ci riporta subito alla Trinità 

cristiana, ma che è norma regolatrice di 
perfezione per tante altre realtà. Una 
presenza ubiqua, una vera e propria 

ossessione ternaria dove anche il sapere 
popolare ci ricorda che «non c’è due senza 

tre». Addentriamoci dunque nella sala di 
quell’ideale castello che reca sull’architrave 

il numero tre, passando attraverso la musica, 
le triadi bibliche e classiche, naturali e 

scientifiche, poetiche, letterarie e sacre. Alla 
scoperta di un numero che trascende la 

semplice aritmetica.

È stato presidente del Pontificio consiglio 
della cultura e della Pontificia commissione 

di archeologia sacra. Esperto biblista ed 
ebraista, collabora con varie testate, tra le 
quali «L’Osservatore Romano», «Il Sole 24 

Ore» e «Avvenire». Per il Mulino ha già 
pubblicato «Non desiderare la donna e la 
roba d’altri» (con A. Tagliapietra, 2010), 

«La santa violenza» (2019) e «Sapienza di 
Salomone» (2022).

tre

GIANFRANCO RAVASI

STORIE DI NUMERI

Tra fortuna e sfortuna,  la storia di 
un numero fatale
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A cura di
UMBERTO BOTTAZZINI

Alfabeto di ogni civiltà, i numeri esprimono 
la misura del cammino umano. Numeri non 
solo per contare ma anche per raccontare, 
in un caleidoscopio di narrazioni e 
suggestioni, dalla filosofia alla teologia, 
dalla letteratura alla psicologia, dalla 
musica alla matematica, alla storia dell’arte.

M
ALVALDI

dodici

STORIE DI NUMERI

Ed qui verit aut hictatem dis 
et facesed que dolupidenim 

illoribusdae qui nonsed 

Tre Cantiche della Divina Commedia, tre 
Grazie, tre Parche, tre volte Sanctus è Dio 

nel canone della messa; ma sono tre anche 
gli atti di un’opera lirica e i movimenti di un 

concerto; senza dimenticare le trilogie 
amicali della letteratura, come i moschettieri 

di Dumas o gli uomini in barca di Jerome. 
Tre è la cifra che ci riporta subito alla Trinità 

cristiana, ma che è norma regolatrice di 
perfezione per tante altre realtà. Una 
presenza ubiqua, una vera e propria 

ossessione ternaria dove anche il sapere 
popolare ci ricorda che «non c’è due senza 

tre». Addentriamoci dunque nella sala di 
quell’ideale castello che reca sull’architrave 

il numero tre, passando attraverso la musica, 
le triadi bibliche e classiche, naturali e 

scientifiche, poetiche, letterarie e sacre. Alla 
scoperta di un numero che trascende la 

semplice aritmetica.

È stato presidente del Pontificio consiglio 
della cultura e della Pontificia commissione 

di archeologia sacra. Esperto biblista ed 
ebraista, collabora con varie testate, tra le 
quali «L’Osservatore Romano», «Il Sole 24 

Ore» e «Avvenire». Per il Mulino ha già 
pubblicato «Non desiderare la donna e la 
roba d’altri» (con A. Tagliapietra, 2010), 

«La santa violenza» (2019) e «Sapienza di 
Salomone» (2022).
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New in the series

IN THE SAME SERIES:

Mauro Bonazzi
Past
pp. 120

Roberto Esposito
Institution
pp. 168

Carlo Galli
Ideology
pp. 168

Alberto Mingardi
Capitalism
pp. 168

Vera Zamagni
West
pp. 128

Arianna Arisi Rota
Peace
pp. 112



Philosophy
New in the series  

«Parole Controtempo»

series «Intersezioni»
pp. 176
ISBN 9788815392947
publication September 2025

Maurizio Ciampa formerly taught at the University of 
Teramo and worked for RAI (Italian public television 
and radio). 

Inertia has a long and troubled history. It is not just 
a matter for analysis and reflection, but something 
that engages us, in which we are enmeshed, that we 
are part of. This lurking monster can manifest itself as 
indomitable restlessness or, conversely, torpor, indo-
lence, melancholic withdrawal, or tormented sadness. 
It can entail a struggle to be oneself, psychic with-
drawal, a state of subtle narcosis, a step backwards 
that belies any notion of progress. Why should inertia 
be evoked today, in a fast-moving world that is under-
going dizzying changes in ways of thinking and facing 
new experiences of time and space? Lacking memory 
and imagination, politics is in turmoil and seems inca-
pable of plotting a course for the future. Humanity’s de-
velopment is faltering, as catastrophes such as climate 
change advance at a rapid pace. Inertia reveals itself as 
the opaque backdrop against which the frenzy of our 
age plays out, the shadowy side of its energy, a state of 
stasis. So how can we survive this bewilderment? How 
can we live within it?

Maurizio Ciampa 
A Brief History of Our Inertia

12,00€

Cover design: Vanessa Pasquali

I N T E L L E T T U A L I

Chi sono gli intellettuali oggi? Com’è 
cambiato il loro ruolo al tempo di in-
ternet? Se tutti possono dialogare 
con tutti, se i media tradizionali di 
cui di solito gli intellettuali si valgono 
sono in crisi, chi potrà ancora ascol-
tarli? L’atteggiamento populista ali-
menta il rifiuto degli intellettuali, e le 
forze politiche che lo coltivano sono 
fondate su un falso egualitarismo che 
dichiara di poter fare a meno di loro; 
dobbiamo allora rassegnarci al trion-
fo di chi non sa? Contro l’epidemia 
dell’ignoranza e i suoi effetti negativi sul-
la società e sulla democrazia, un’analisi 
lucida e senza sconti a difesa del ruolo 
dell’intellettuale come critico essenziale 
nel «mercato delle idee».

S
A

B
IN

O
 C

A
S

S
E

S
E

IN
T
E
L
L
E
T
T
U
A
L
I

M A S S I M O  C E R U L O

PAROLE CONTROTEMPO

S
S E G R E T O

GRE
E OT

Per richiamare gli 
intellettuali a reinventarsi  
senza tradirsi

S A B I N O  C A S S E S E

Insegna alla School of Government 
della Luiss ed è stato ministro  
e giudice costituzionale. Scrive sul 
«Corriere della Sera», sul «Foglio» 
e sul «Domenicale» de «Il Sole 24 
Ore». Tra i suoi libri per il Mulino: 
«Governare gli italiani. Storia dello 
Stato» (2014), «Dentro la Corte. 
Diario di un giudice costituzionale» 
(2015), «Territori e potere. Un 
nuovo ruolo per gli Stati?» (2016), 
«La svolta. Dialoghi sulla politica 
che cambia» (2019). Per Solferino 
ha pubblicato «Una volta il futuro 
era migliore» (2021). Gli è stato 
assegnato il Premio del Presidente 
del Viareggio Rèpaci (2019).

Voci / Parole controtempo 
pp. 140, € 12,00
ISBN 9788815392275

ERA DIGITALE; VERITÀ; SILENZIO; 
TRADIMENTO

Qual è lo spazio del segreto nella società contem-
poranea? Perché si costruiscono e mantengono 
segreti? Quali responsabilità implicano per il 

chi chi li custodisce? Come si gestisce la tensione tra la 
necessità di mantenerlo e la tentazione di confidarlo? 
Accanto alla capacità di parlare, quella di saper tacere, 
ha uguale importanza nella storia delle società umane: 
il segreto crea e distrugge gruppi, generando inevita-
bilmente inclusione ed esclusione e plasmando com-
portamenti e relazioni. Spie, organizzazioni criminali, 
amanti, ma anche persone comuni costruiscono la loro 
esistenza attorno al segreto, ma al tempo stesso nella 
consapevolezza che esso porta sempre con sé il rischio 
di essere tradito. E oggi, nella nostra società digitale, 
dove la caccia a verità e informazioni nascoste sembra 
essere una moda, una pratica persino in politica e dove 
con un clic puoi distruggere identità ed equilibri delle 
persone, che significato può assumere questa parola?

Insegna Sociologia e Sociologia delle emozioni nell’Uni-
versità di Napoli Federico II. È chercheur associé presso il 
laboratorio CERLIS alla Sorbona – Paris Cité. Con il Mulino 
ha pubblicato  anche «Il pensiero sociologico» (con F. Crespi, 
20222). Vive a Napoli.

M A S S I M O  C E R U L OM A S S I M O  C E R U L O  

Tacere qualcosa di noi ai tempi 
del tutto postato ed esibito
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series «Voci»
«Parole controtempo»
pp. 144
ISBN 9788815392275
publication April 2025

Massimo Cerulo  teaches Sociology and Sociology of 
Emotions at the Federico II University in Naples and 
works with the CERLIS social science research laborato-
ry at the Paris Cité-Sorbonne Nouvelle University. 

What is the status of secrecy in contemporary society? 
Why do secrets arise, and why are they kept? What re-
sponsibilities do they imply for those who do not re-
veal them? How do we manage the tension between 
the need to preserve secrets and the temptation to 
share them? Alongside the ability to speak, knowing 
how to keep silent is equally important in the history of 
human societies. Secrets create and destroy groups, in-
evitably generating inclusion and exclusion and shap-
ing behaviour and relationships. Spies, criminal organ-
isations, lovers, and even ordinary people build their 
existence around secrecy. Yet, at the same time they 
are aware that it always carries with it the risk of being 
betrayed. And today, in our digital society, where the 
search for truth and hidden information seems to be so 
entrenched, a customary practice even in politics, and 
where a mere click can destroy people’s identities and 
stability, what is the meaning of “secrecy”?

Massimo Cerulo 
Secrecy

IN THE SAME SERIES:

Mauro Bonazzi
Past
pp. 120

Roberto Esposito
Institution
pp. 168

Carlo Galli
Ideology
pp. 168

Alberto Mingardi
Capitalism
pp. 168

Vera Zamagni
West
pp. 128

Arianna Arisi Rota
Peace
pp. 112



Philosophy Philosophy

series «Contemporanea»
pp. 184
ISBN 9788815394071
publication October 2025

Carlo Galli  formerly taught History of Political Doc-
trines at the University of Bologna.

In the current age of techno-capitalism, is technology 
now in control? For the benefit of whom: everybody 
or just the few? Or are we serving the machine? Does 
technology represent a challenge to human domina-
tion of the world, or is it an indispensable resource for 
achieving it? Never neutral, but always tightly connect-
ed with human history, technology is intrinsically am-
biguous. It expresses itself in its dual nature as a tool 
for freedom and domination, in its ability to relieve us 
of effort and need, and in its simultaneous production 
of imbalances, conflicts, and ruptures. It never engag-
es in manufacturing alone, but inherently entails deci-
sions and, consequently, power. This essay embraces 
neither salvific myths nor apocalyptic disapprobation; 
rather, it analyses technology’s accomplishments as a 
combination of knowledge and willpower, as a source 
of inequalities and transformations, as a necessity that 
conceals underlying choices and interests. And it is pre-
cisely at this juncture between compulsion and free-
dom that a decisive space emerges – that of political 
action.

Carlo Galli 
Technology
Consolidating and Subverting Power Relationships

series «Saggi»
pp. 240
ISBN 9788815393128
publication September 2025

Giuseppe Cambiano  formerly taught History of Phi-
losophy at the University of Torino and the Scuola Nor-
male Superiore in Pisa. 

Aristotle did not devote a specific work to exploring 
téchne, a broad term that refers to both handcrafted 
products and what we now call artistic ones. Yet his writ-
ings often comment on téchne, which thus becomes a 
topic of analysis and reflection. This book identifies and 
discusses the concerns raised by the great philosopher 
and his attempts to find solutions. Carrying out a tech-
nical activity necessarily entails the mastery of forms 
of knowledge. But what kinds of knowledge? What is 
the cognitive path that leads to the constitution of a 
téchne? What relationship does technical knowledge 
have with the information and know-how provided by 
sensory perception, memory, and experience? Can this 
knowledge also be attained by non-human animals, or 
is there something that makes it superior and therefore 
reserved exclusively to humans? And above all, what 
does this type of knowledge consist of? As he follows 
or, conversely, drifts away from his teacher Plato, Aris-
totle’s ideas revolve around such questions.

Giuseppe Cambiano 
Aristoteles and Téchne

Worldwide Spanish and  
Portuguese (Portugal) rights sold

pp. 216

Seven Reasons  
to Love Philosophy

BY THE SAME AUTHOR: BY THE SAME AUTHOR IN THE SERIES «PAROLE CONTROTEMPO»:

pp. 168 pp. 156

Ideology Sovereignty



Literature and PhilologyPhilosophy

series «Biblioteca storica»
pp. 264 with illustrations
ISBN 9788815393364
publication June 2025

Federico Giuntoli  teaches Old Testament Exegesis at 
the Pontifical Gregorian University  in Rome and is a 
member of the Pontifical Biblical Commission. 

The biblical account of the Great Flood (Genesis 6:9) is 
one of the best-known episodes in the Old Testament. 
However, not everyone knows that the description of 
the end of humanity by means of a cataclysm delivered 
by the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, sparked centuries 
of debate and controversy between supporters and 
opponents of the literary truth of that narrative. Then, 
on December 3, 1872, news broke of the deciphering 
of a clay tablet in the Akkadian language, originating 
from Nineveh and probably dating back to the 2nd mil-
lennium BCE. The tablet contained an account remark-
ably similar to the story of the biblical flood. This book’s 
author underlines the links between the biblical tale of 
Noah and ancient Sumerian, Akkadian, and Greek texts, 
showing how the former stems from previous sources 
and highlighting their intentional discontinuities. 

Federico Giuntoli 
The Floods of God
From Mesopotamian Myth to the Bible

series «Studi e ricerche»
pp. 168
ISBN 9788815391544
publication January 2025

Stefano Poggi  formerly taught History of Philosophy 
at the University of Florence.

In the first thirty years of the 20th century, Germany 
featured a particularly lively philosophical environ-
ment, fed by debates on topics and problems that, 
even a century later, remain relevant. This applies to the 
philosophy of existence, ontology, and hermeneutics, 
but also analytical philosophy and the reflection on the 
foundations of science. This book focuses on a para-
digmatic and fascinatingly ambiguous issue: fate, des-
tiny, individuals’ awareness of the future’s opacity. The 
author tackles a wide variety of themes and involves 
thinkers such as Simmel, Dilthey, Spengler, Löwith, Jas-
pers, and Adorno. Interwar Germany’s uncertain future 
loomed over the defeated nation, but also over West-
ern civilisation as a whole.

Stefano Poggi 
Individuals and Fate
Germany and Its Philosophers in the Interwar Era



SociologyLiterature and Philology

series «Contemporanea»
pp. 200
ISBN 9788815392916
publication August 2025

Chiara Giaccardi teaches Sociology and Anthropology 
of the Media at the Catholic University of the Sacred 
Heart in Milan. 

Mauro Magatti teaches Sociology at the Catholic Uni-
versity of the Sacred Heart in Milan and writes opinion 
columns for the Italian news dailies “Corriere della Sera” 
and “Avvenire”.

What remains today of Zygmunt Bauman’s “liquid” 
modernity? The development model that dominated 
the turn of the century seems to have faded away. The 
question now is how to hold together an increasingly 
large and fragmented society that, in the name of per-
sonal freedom, is shedding the traditional moral order 
embodied in the principle of authority. Digital technol-
ogy offers novel opportunities but is also at the root 
of challenging issues. Elevated levels of systemic effi-
ciency coexist with widespread communicative cha-
os. Thus, while AI-driven machines are becoming in-
creasingly human-like, humans increasingly resemble 
“detached machines”, disconnected individuals inca-
pable of solidarity, performing given movements with 
intensifying obsession. The authors examine how the 
framework that supports social life is changing and the 
reasons underpinning the rising tide of hatred and war. 
To overcome the crisis of liquid modernity, the way for-
ward is to revive the participatory spirit of democracy, 
open to new social and economic models, which are 
increasingly necessary to rebuild what no longer seems 
to fit together.

Chiara Giaccardi & Mauro Magatti 
Detached Machines
Mechanising Humanity or Humanising the World?

series «Intersezioni»
pp. 208
ISBN 9788815392954
publication September 2025

Federico Condello  teaches Classical Philology at the 
University of Bologna and heads its Laboratory of 
Translation from Ancient Greek and Latin (TraSLA).

The story of Medea is a tale of heinous cruelty. The 
mythological figure, mad with jealousy after being 
abandoned by her husband Jason, plots revenge, kills 
her rival, and then even slays her own children. Al-
though her heart is torn asunder, she gets away with 
it, flying away on the Sun’s chariot and leaving Jason to 
curse her. Medea is a mother who commits infanticide, 
a horrific crime never before depicted on stage and 
therefore bound to shock the audience, who watch-
es helplessly as her bloody plan unfolds. With skilful 
writing, the author revives Medea as she appeared to 
bewildered Athenian spectators on a spring morning 
in 431 BCE. This book reveals her ferocity, hidden for 
centuries by revisionist accounts emphasising her in-
nocence and exotic nature, and helps readers relive the 
paralysing effect of a literally unprecedented narrative.

Federico Condello 
The Ferocity of Medea
The Tragedy of Euripides

pp. 160

Generating Freedom
How to Uphold Life Without 
Destroying the World

BY THE SAME AUTHORS:



Political ScienceSociology

series «Saggi»
pp. 168
ISBN 9788815394194
publication October 2025

Angelo Panebianco  is a professor emeritus of Politi-
cal Science at the University of Bologna and currently 
teaches Political Theory and International Relations at 
the San Raffaele University and the IULM University of 
Languages and Communication in Milan. 

How are political identities formed? What connects per-
sonal, individual identities to group identities? What is 
the relationship between political identities, groups, 
and institutions? Answering these questions requires 
a combination of knowledge acquired from scientific 
psychology (on the topic of individual and collective 
identities) and institutional analysis (involving the gen-
esis, functioning, and transformations of political or-
ganisations and institutions). The author pursues two 
goals: developing a focus on the various aspects of a 
complex phenomenon, such as political identity, and 
reminding scholars (political scientists, sociologists, 
and psychologists) that, in order to make this possible, 
it is necessary to cross disciplinary boundaries and bar-
riers.

Angelo Panebianco 
Identities and Institutions
Individuals, Groups, Politics

series «Le vie della civiltà»
pp. 392
ISBN 9788815393012
publication September 2025

Franco Garelli formerly taught Cultural Sociology and 
Sociology of Religions at the University of Turin. 

Stefania Palmisano  teaches Sociology of Religion at 
the University of Turin. 

The overall landscape of religions in the world is cur-
rently undergoing rapid change. Christianity is still the 
religion with the largest number of followers, but its 
centre of gravity is increasingly shifting from the West 
to the South of the world. Islam, divided internally, 
continues to dominate in the Middle East, but is most 
widespread in Asia, where it struggles to coexist with 
the historical creeds of local populations. Atheism and 
agnosticism are rampant, but 80% of the world’s popu-
lation still acknowledges a religious identity. This book 
provides tools for understanding this complex reality, 
explores novel approaches, and examines the supply 
and demand for religion, which continues to play an 
important public role even if it exerts diminishing influ-
ence on people’s moral consciences.

Franco Garelli & Stefania Palmisano 
Religions in the Global World



Economics Economics

series «Guide»
pp. 328
ISBN 9788815393098
publication July 2025

Gianfranco Di Pietro formerly taught Philosophy and 
History. An expert in transactional analysis of organisa-
tions, he provides consultancy services to large firms’ 
top management. 

Andrea Lipparini  has earned a doctorate and teach-
es Strategic Alliances and Networks at the University 
of Bologna, where he is associate dean at the Bologna 
Business School. 

In this book, Alexander the Great is the source of inspi-
ration for leaders. His skills in battle and military strat-
egy and his commanding grasp of its implementation 
are well known. He perfectly embodied the archetype 
of the conqueror and explorer: curious, determined, 
and courageous in facing new challenges. However, 
even that great leader experienced failure: when they 
reached the ends of the known world, his soldiers, 
who had been motivated to follow him until then, said 
“enough!” and forced him to return. Alexander’s story 
teaches us that a lack of a sense of one’s limits and a 
vision in which followers no longer identify can weaken 
an organisation’s generative vitality.

Gianfranco Di Pietro & Andrea Lipparini 
The Courage and the Vision
Alexander the Great and Generative Leadership

series «Universale paperbacks»
pp. 192
ISBN 9788815391476
publication March 2025

Alberto Acerbi teaches Sociology at the University of 
Trento. His research interests focus on cultural evolu-
tion, cognitive anthropology, and the effects of digital 
media.

The spread of fake news, the power of conspiracy the-
ories, the influence of algorithms on our choices and 
behaviour, the impact of social media on youth’s men-
tal health, and other similar phenomena all lead us to 
wonder whether these forms of social panic are related 
to current digital communication technology. History 
teaches us that, all things considered, every innovation 
– from the printing press to social media – has always 
aroused concerns that turned out to be overblown. Are 
we experiencing a reiteration of this commonplace ob-
servation? In an accessible style, this book debunks a 
set of widespread myths and argues that we can deal 
intelligently and mindfully with the challenges of the 
digital age. The author provides readers with an indis-
pensable tool for coping with both justified concerns 
and unwarranted anxiety.

Alberto Acerbi 
Technopanic
New Media, Reasonable Caution, Unfounded Fear



LawEconomics

series «Universale paperbacks»
pp. 192
ISBN 9788815394163
publication October 2025

Pier Luigi Petrillo teaches Comparative Public Law and 
Comparative Cultural Heritage La wat the Unitelma Sa-
pienza University in Rome, where he holds the UNESCO 
Chair on Cultural Heritage and Comparative Law and 
heads the School of Advanced Studies on Cultures, Pol-
itics and Democracy. His recent works include The Legal 
Protection of Intangible Cultural Heritage: A Comparative 
Perspective (Springer, 2019).

Iran is not just a country: it is a unique country, with one 
of the most singular political systems in the Muslim 
world. Power (both overt and covert) functions differ-
ently from all other Islamic states, most of which are 
hostile neighbours that consider Iran “heretical”. From 
a historical and geographic perspective, Iran is a bridge 
between the Arab world and the Islamic world but be-
longs to neither. Even today, Iranians’ idea of their place 
in the world is shaped by the ancient Persian empire. 
Combining a description of its government (the regime 
founded by Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini in 1979) with 
long-term cultural, social, and economic data, this 
book takes the reader on a journey featuring a thou-
sand colours and contradictions. The author also ex-
plores the meaning of the protests that, in recent years, 
have shaken official institutions. The current situation 
features, on the one hand, a widespread desire to build 
a different future and, on the other, a rejection of any 
form of foreign hegemony.

Pier Luigi Petrillo 
The Iran of the Ayatollahs

series «Guide»
pp. 160
ISBN 9788815391483
publication January 2025

Giacomo Lev Mannheimer�, currently Head of Gov-
ernment Affairs at Apple, has worked for start-ups, 
corporations, consulting firms, think tanks, political 
candidates, and institutions. He is a research fellow at 
the Bruno Leoni Institute, a member of the board of 
directors of the Institute for the Study of International 
Politics (ISPI), and a member of the general council of 
the Italian Association of Information and Communica-
tion Technology.

How do laws regulating food delivery riders come 
about? How did Uber and other micro-mobility com-
panies’ approach to politics affect their bottom lines? 
And how could firms like Huawei or TikTok enjoy a 
friendlier climate in the West? Businesses have always 
had a dialogue with politics, but the relationships be-
tween companies and institutions take place in a space 
accommodating relationships, devoid of economic 
transactions. In this space, decisions are made on the 
basis of persuasiveness, information quality, the art of 
compromise, and indirect or reputational advantage. 
This book deals with businesses that, rather than “buy-
ing” the support of the political establishment, attempt 
to win it over through the power of ideas and mutual 
trust. The author reveals the hidden facets of these in-
teractions, showing – through the illustration of actual 
events – how they can generate value for both compa-
nies and the community. The text is a guide for man-
agers, entrepreneurs and professionals seeking to suc-
cessfully navigate the complex world of economic and 
political power relations.

Giacomo Lev Mannheimer 
Merchants in the Corridors of Power
Doing Business, Doing Politics
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History
series «Voci»
pp. 130
ISBN 9788815389275
publication May 2024

Egidio Ivetic teaches History of the Mediterranean at the Univer-
sity of Padova.

�Worldwide Spanish rights sold.

Over the centuries, the line separating North and South has 
changed its latitude. In today’s world, the direct North/South con-
frontation occurs along two borders: the one separating Mexico 
from the United States and the one that intersects the Mediterrane-
an. This change in latitude defines a North (including Europe, which 
thinks of itself as the West and intends to protect and defend its 
borders) as opposed to a global South (that continually attempts to 
transcend such boundaries). And so, the Mediterranean ceases to 
be a place of opportunity but rather becomes a mere ribbon of sea 
and – to quote Gloria Anzaldúa – an open wound «where the Third 
World grates against the First and bleeds».

Egidio Ivetic
South/North
The Mediterranean as Global Border

History
series «Voci»
pp. 170
ISBN 9788815390363
publication September 2024

Francesco Benigno teaches Modern History at the Scuola Normale 
Superiore in Pisa. 

Current crises – such as climate change, the pandemic, and wars 
– have highlighted the fragility of established patterns and gener-
ated a widespread sense of uncertainty. These crises reflect an on-
going, decades-long change in our relationship with the past. His-
tory no longer seems to proceed by meaningful adjustments and 
discontinuities, and to avoid losing ourselves, we end up seeking 
refuge in the eternal present of memory; we ask historians to be-
come popularisers, narrators of small individual stories, dispensers 
of reparations to those wounded by history – in order to soften the 
sense of rupture between acknowledgement and understanding. 
Reflecting on what we are asking of history today, the author ex-
plains how historians can help us not to give in to the temptation 
to interpret the past as a manipulation-prone fiction but rather deal 
with its complexity.

Francesco Benigno
The History of Today

Giulia Sissa is Distinguished Professor of Political Science, Classics 
and Comparative Literature at the University of California, Los An-
geles (UCLA).

�World English rights sold.

Once upon a time, there was sex – an obvious characteristic that 
branched off into female and male ways of being in the world. But 
genetics does not explain everything. Today we have a term to de-
scribe how, in any society, human beings experience their sexed 
bodies. How do we learn to become womanly or manly? How do 
we accept or reject the sex we are assigned at birth? That’s when 
genders come into play. This word helps us express attitudes, roles, 
and identities but also reveals disparities in morals and social rep-
resentations. This book is a long journey from the recognition of 
the universal rights in Western societies to the appreciation of gen-
der as an attributed, transformable and transferable difference. 

History
series «Faustiana» 
in «Intersezioni»
pp. 200
ISBN 9788815388728
publication March 2024

Giulia Sissa
Genders and History
The Ongoing Metamorphosis of the Feminine  
and the Masculine

È possibile pensare oggi a una governance del pianeta e 
a una cittadinanza globale? Immaginare quindi un’altra 

geopolitica, oltre i confini di quella tradizionale?

PAGDEN
OLTRE GLI STATI

Intersezioni

19,00€

Società editrice il Mulino

Cover design: Sara Bianchi
In copertina: Anselm Kiefer, «I palazzi celesti», 
1987-1991 © Anselm Kiefer, Photo: Margrit Olsen

L’Occidente ha riempito il mondo con la sua 
economia, la sua tecnica, i suoi stili di vita. 
Eppure si rivela drammaticamente incompiuto: 
una costruzione che ha del grandioso, ma a cui 
manca qualcosa di decisivo. E il ripresentarsi 
della guerra in Europa non ha fatto che 
accrescere questa impressione. Quale sarà il 
suo futuro? È possibile che il momento del suo 
successo coincida con quello della sua crisi 
definitiva? O piuttosto siamo di fronte a 
un’altra sfida nel suo turbinoso cammino? 
Sei libri legati da un unico filo per tentare di 
anticipare l’avvenire. Sei nodi in cui sembra 
impressa la direzione del cammino che ci 
aspetta: la morfologia dell’Occidente e i tratti 
della sua mondializzazione; la geopolitica e 
l’avvenire del modello dello Stato e della 
Nazione; la potenza del tragico e del negativo 
nella storia d’Europa; il dominio della tecnica 
e la forma della nostra specie; il rapporto tra i 
generi e quel che sarà del maschile e del 
femminile; infine, un’interpretazione di Faust 
come racconto fondante della modernità. 
Sei lampi sul nostro destino.

A cura di Aldo Schiavone

Anthony Pagden
Insegna Storia e Scienza politica nella 

University of California a Los Angeles. Tra i 
suoi libri «Peoples and Empires» (2001), «The 

Pursuit of Europe: A History» (2022), «Mondi in 
guerra» (Laterza, 2009). E con il Mulino 

«I signori del mondo» (2008).

oltre gli stati
Nessuna delle grandi sfide che ci pone il 

nostro presente – la protezione dell’ambiente, 
l’utilizzazione razionale delle fonti energetiche, 

la salute della nostra specie e con essa di 
tutto il vivente – può essere ormai affrontata 
da un singolo paese, per quanto potente. Da 

questa constatazione nasce l’esigenza di 
pensare a qualcosa che finora era parsa 

soltanto pura utopia: alla prospettiva di un 
governo del pianeta che vada definitivamente 
al di là dei confini degli Stati-nazione, anche 
quando questi tendono ad assumere la forma 

di imperi. D’altra parte espressioni come 
«giustizia internazionale», «super-

territorialità», «governo transnazionale» 
riempiono le nostre cronache, nonostante gli 
orrori di una guerra d’aggressione alle porte 

d’Europa; e stiamo cominciando a 
familiarizzare con l’idea di una società civile 

globale, qualcosa di simile a un’autentica 
civiltà planetaria. Questo libro lucidissimo, 
realistico e visionario, scritto da un grande 
storico, ci proietta verso un possibile futuro 
non solo per l’Occidente, ma per un mondo 

finalmente in pace con sé stesso.

Il destino dell’OccidenteIl destino dell’Occidente

I GENERI 
E LA STORIA

GIULIA SISSA

Femminile e maschile in metamorfosi

Science
series «Biblioteca storica»
pp. 220
ISBN 9788815390547
publication October 2024

Daniele Caligiore is senior researcher at the Italian National Research Coun-
cil’s Institute of Cognitive Sciences and Technologies. He co-founded and 
heads the Advanced School in AI; he is one of the founders of the ISTC-CNR 
AI2Life spin-off company, an innovative start-up devoted to developing AI 
solutions promoting social development and personal wellbeing.

World English and Simplified Chinese rights sold.

Image-based diagnostics, robotic surgery, and telemedicine are 
among the already established applications employing artificial intel-
ligence. Bordering on science fiction yet affecting our daily lives, this 
new world inspires both major hopes and great fears. Since health, 
in fact, is a key theme, understanding how these innovative technol-
ogies can help us to heal, attain well-being, and improve our lives is 
of utmost importance. Relying on the author’s wide-ranging experi-
ence, this book addresses the strengths and shortcomings of AI in the 
field of health; it also provides a framework for developing clear and 
mindful knowledge about an aspect of life that influences all of us.

Daniele Caligiore 
Health Care and  
Artificial Intelligence
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Marcello Russo teaches Business Organization at the University of 
Bologna and heads the Global Master’s in Business Administration 
programme at the Bologna Business School.

Achieving a good work-life balance can help us express better perfor-
mance levels, improve our health, and cultivate hobbies and passions 
that are critical to our well-being. Until now, work-life balance has been 
managed by acknowledging an underlying trade-off: in order to achieve 
positions of excellence in one’s job or set up a healthy family, one has to 
choose between one’s career or one’s private life. Today, instead, we desire 
to pursue both goals, whatever the cost. Based on research and studies 
conducted over the past four decades, this book identifies roles and strat-
egies that can be adopted by four leading players: individuals, businesses, 
bosses and the society in which we live. Taking into account managerial 
concerns, the author provides entertaining examples and valuable point-
ers for attaining an excellent work-life balance, eliminating the guilt we ex-
perience when we take time off from work and promoting conditions that 
enable the greatest number of people to strike a new balance.

Marcello Russo
Equilibrium
How to Pursue a Good Work-Life Balance

Lipparini

Ciò che fa grande un manager non è l’infallibilità, bensì l’atteggiamento nei 
confronti degli errori commessi. Al contrario di chi tende a evitarli o minimizzarli, 
vedendone solo gli aspetti negativi, il manager di successo è determinato nel 
comprendere e valorizzare l’errore come tappa cruciale dell’apprendimento 
e della crescita. In questo volume gli autori guidano i manager a considerare 
l’errore come un’opportunità per stimolare l’innovazione, consolidare i processi di 
cambiamento, sviluppare una condizione di sicurezza psicologica e perfezionare le 
doti di leadership. Attraverso numerosi casi e suggerimenti pratici, il volume aiuta a 
riflettere e intervenire sulle cause dei propri errori, in particolare: il deficit percettivo, 
che ostacola la pronta e accurata comprensione delle diverse situazioni; il deficit 
emotivo, che induce a sottovalutare o negare le proprie e altrui emozioni; il deficit 
comunicativo, correlato alla mancanza di chiarezza, rispetto e critica costruttiva nelle 
relazioni interpersonali. Nella parte conclusiva, vengono evidenziati i benefici di 
uno stato mentale consapevole che, focalizzando l’attenzione sugli eventi e sulle 
persone, prepara il manager alla leadership.
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Un buon work-life balance è possibile
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Gli errori del manager
Come evitarli e costruire una leadership consapevole

Presentazione di Matteo Bussola

Arianna Arisi Rota teaches History of 19th-Century Mediterranean 
Revolutions and History of Diplomacy at the University of Pavia.
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«Peace» is an abused, tired catchphrase, continuously invoked, a 
concept often trivialised or used to provide comfort. We have for-
gotten its true meaning. Why, when we attempt to define peace, do 
we mostly speak of the absence or cessation of war? Yet, achieving 
peace remains a powerful existential need, an ideal and an all-en-
compassing goal for many… and a tangible accomplishment for 
few. Peace – not to be confused with pacifism – is a genuine intel-
lectual and behavioural challenge, a manifold notion, and a foun-
dation for spiritual and secular undertakings. Today, in the third 
millennium, we are disoriented and surrounded by many tradition-
al and non-traditional wars – this is why it may still be worthwhile 
to embrace the idea that peace needs to be achieved. This book 
traces the idea of peace, highlighting the contribution of women, 
its past and present status, as well as missed opportunities, visions 
and lessons drawn from experience.

Arianna Arisi Rota
Peace
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Georg Northoff  – one of the world’s foremost neuroscientists – 
teaches Psychiatry at the Institute of Mental Health Research of the 
University of Ottawa and conducts research concerning the neural 
bases of identity and consciousness.

English text available
Simplified Chinese, Japanese, Turkish and Portuguese (Portugal) 
rights sold.

Time is something both impalpable and central to our life experiences, from 
both a philosophical and a psychological point of view. This book accom-
panies readers through the wrinkles of time and makes them understand 
how time is extremely important for defining ourselves. Time lies at the 
heart of our consciousness and the mind-body nexus. The author expertly 
combines philosophy, psychology and neuroscience to explain human 
nature and the difference between humans, other animals and the novel 
machines run by artificial intelligence. In such an advanced world, tech-
nology not only overlaps with men and women but even replaces them, 
especially in the realms of thought and emotion that have always seemed 
to be distinctively human qualities. The author leads readers to a deeper  
understanding of what time is and why time makes us uniquely human.

Georg Northoff
The time Code
Brain, Mind, Consciousness
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Fausto Caruana  is a member of the Italian National Research 
Council’s Neuroscience Institute and teaches Neuroscience and 
Language at the University of Parma.

Elisabetta Palagi  teaches Ethology at the University of Pisa. In 
2020 she was awarded the Animal Behaviour Society Fellowship 
Award for her studies on animal behaviour.

Laughter – a spontaneous, uncontrolled behaviour everyone expe-
riences – is a basic feature of our lives. However, although laugh-
ing is a commonplace activity, we find it difficult to explain why we 
laugh. This book’s authors, a neuroscientist and an ethologist, take 
us into the world of laughter and explore its origins. We will dis-
cover that laughter is not an exclusively human behaviour. We will 
understand what happens in our brains when we laugh. We will see 
how laughter is complex and that there are many types of laugh-
ter with different meanings. Studied by philosophers, linguists, 
psychologists and ethologists, laughter is examined here from the 
novel perspective of evolutionary theory, focusing on the origins 
and functions of an engaging, fascinating and enjoyable activity.

Fausto Caruana & Elisabetta Palagi
Why We Laugh
The Origins of the Social BrainPerché 
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