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Nothing fosters a child’s imagination 
 better than a book.

Good books pique children’s natural curiosity,  
impart  knowledge, and hearten them to be sympathetic  

and brave. With this in mind, Little Gestalten 
aims to bring  today’s innovative  authors and illustrators 

to  children whether in the form of poetic picture 
books, or original works of  non-fiction addressing the 

concerns of today’s young people. Thoughtfully designed, 
diligently printed and bound, our books are pushing 

the boundaries of traditional storytelling.

We hope you will enjoy discovering our titles.



Predators of the Ocean

Great white shark 
(Carcharodon cacharias)
Its teeth are triangular and so sharp 
that it can cut prey in half with one 
bite. If a tooth falls out, a new one 
moves in from behind. New teeth 
grow in sharks (all species) in several 
rows in the jaw. 

Lionfish (Pterois volitans)
Small fish and crabs can move 
very fast, but the lionfish has an 
extendable extension of its mau 
that resembles a pouch. When it 
extends this, it creates a vacuum in 
its mouth. The prey has no chance 
against the suction.

Green moray eel (Gymnothorax funebris)
The thick slime layer of their skin makes them shimmer green. Thus the moray lurks 

well camouflaged in rock crevices. It recognizes its prey by its smell and then shoots 
out of its hiding place in a flash to grab it with its sharp teeth. It grows up to 2.5 

meters long.

Sperm whale (Physeter 
macrocephalus)
These giants have the largest brain 
of any living animal on Earth and 
frequently prey on giant squid.

Orca Whale (Orcinus Orca)
Also called killer whales, they are 

intelligent hunters that eat penguins 
and other marine mammals like 
dolphins and seals. Orcas hunt in 

packs and communicate by sounds. 
In this way, they even manage to 

capture great white sharks or baleen 
whales that are larger than they are.

Sea lamprey  
(Petromyzon marinus)

Sea lampreys have a disc-shaped 
mouth with teeth instead of jaws. 

They even have teeth on their 
tongues, which they drill into the 

skin of other fish to suck out  
the blood. 

Clown-Fangschreckenkrebs 
(Odontodactylus scyllarus)

Clown-Mantis Shrimp 
(Odontodactylus scyllarus)
This little crab is a unique hunter. With its legs shaped like 
clubs, it smashes snail shells - one of the fastest movements 
in the animal kingdom.

 

Ocean Explorers

Sylvia Earle
Marine biologist Sylvia Earle (b. 1935) spent thousands of hours 
underwater in her lifetime exploring the oceans. Together with 
her husband Graham Hawkes, she developed equipment to go 
on expeditions in the deep sea as well. There, Sylvia Erale found 
hidden springs, currents and previously unknown sea creatures. She 
discovered 154 new species! Sometimes Sylvia Earle and her team 
lived underwater for weeks. 

Rachel Carson
American Rachel Carson (1907-1964) published her first article about nature 
when she was only ten years old. After studying zoology, she began to write 
stories about the oceans and marine biology for radio. In a wonderful way, 
they touched very many people. So it was with the books Rachel Carson wrote. 
She also worked hard to protect animals and plants and to prevent pollution 
and the use of plant poisons. Today, many people consider her books to be the 
reason that an environmental movement was formed worldwide. 

Jacques-Yves Cousteau
Jacques-Yves Cousteau dedicated his life to the 
exploration of the underwater world. He made over 100 
films about his expeditions. In his submarine "SP 350 
Denise," developed in 1959, two people could dive to a 
depth of 350 meters and, lying on their stomachs, look 
out through 12-cm windows. The submarine was part of 
Cousteau's research vessel Calypso and was used 1,500 
times for dives. From 1962, Jacques-Yves Cousteau also 
worked with research stations on the ocean floor.

Today, there are satellite-guided 
navigation devices that explorers and 
travelers rely on - whether on land or 
on the water. Before that, it was the 
compass that showed seafarers the 
way in both good and bad weather.

In the 12th century, the usefulness 
of magnetite stones for seafaring 
was discovered in China. Suspended 
on a thread, a small piece of 
magnetite aligns itself with the 
earth's magnetic field and points in 
a north-south direction. 

James Cook made three major 
voyages to explore the Pacific 
and discovered numerous new 
islands, whose locations he plotted 
on nautical charts. North of the 
equator, Cook came across a coral 
island on December 24, 1777, which 
he named "Christmas Island". 

NEXT 
IN

TRIANGLE

NEXT 
IN

RHOMBUS

NON-FICTION

Recommended for: Ages 7 and up 
Features: Full color, hardcover, 
stitch-bound, 64 pages, 24 × 28 cm
character count incl. spaces 40.000

Price: € 19.90 (D)  £ 16.95 $ 24.95 (US)
Publication Date: August 2023 
ISBN: 978-3-96704-750-9

9  783967  047509
> worldwide rights available

Explore  
the Oceans
Written by Anne Ameri-Siemens
Illustrated by Anton Hallmann

Explore the Oceans invites children to discover the secrets 
of the deep and learn all about those amazing habitats and 
the incredible creatures living there.

Get ready to join Emma and Louis as they Explore the Oceans! Meet incredible creatures, 
discover the secrets of the deep and learn all about the amazing habitats, geography, 
ocean climates, the flora and fauna and even the people who live and work on the 
world’s oceans.

What to expect
•  The third adventure of Emma and Louis, known from Explore the World and  

Explore the Rainforest
•  An exciting excursion into oceans all over the world and to fascinating  

ocean creatures
• Creating appreciation for a habitat that needs our protection
• Astonishing facts about underwater geography, volcanoes and the deep sea

Anne Ameri-Siemens is an 
award-winning writer who 
tells whimsical stories 
about the world around us. 
After working for Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Sonntags
zeitung, she wrote a  

Spiegel Bestseller in 2007. Anne lives in Berlin, 
but would like to spend more time in nature. 
Explore the Oceans is her third book with  
Little Gestalten.

Anton Hallmann was born  
in Brandenburg, Germany, 
and studied illustration at 
the Hamburg University  
of Applied Science. He  
currently lives in Stockholm 
and he is primarily working 

in editorial illustration for newspapers and mag-
azines. Explore the Oceans is his third children’s 
book with Little Gestalten.
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Fishing 
for Shapes
Written by Anne Ameri-Siemens
Illustrated by Anton Hallmann

First shapes with fantastic underwater creatures!

Fish, octopus, turtles—what shape are they?!
Our latest collaboration with Marcos Farina and the followup to the much-loved  

and popular Little Gestalten board books, The Animal Show and How Many Birds?,  
Fishing for Shapes explores first shapes in Marcos’ colorful and fun way—with  
underwater creatures!

What to expect
• Wonderfully fun and colorful illustrations from Marcos Farina
• Our third board book with Marcos Farina
• A playful, fun introduction to shapes for young children

Marcos Farina is an  
Argentinian graphic  
designer, specializing  
in handmade printing  
techniques whose playful 
illustrative style is rooted 
in the retro. He studied  

at the University of Buenos Aires and was a  
professor at the Faculty of Architecture,  
Design, and Urbanism for 15 years. He now lives 
in Madrid with his cat, Sumi, whose alter ego 
the reader can spot throughout the pages of 
the beloved Little Gestalten title You and Me 
and Everybody Else.
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Next, ask an adult  
to make two small 
holes in the top of 
the carton and push 
the string through 
it—this will allow  
you to hang the 
birdhouse up  
outside.

Now it’s time to decorate 
your bird house! You can 
paint it, stick flowers to 
it—just make sure you use 
non-toxic paint and glue so 
that it’s safe for the birds. 
While you’re waiting for it 
to dry, choose a spot to 
hang it from. 

Decide which will be the front and ask an 
adult to cut out a 5 cm (2 in) circular hole 
in the middle of the carton. This will be 
your bird house front door!

4

5

Build a Birdhouse

2

Just below the entrance hole, 
make another hole just big 
enough for the wooden stick—
this should be around a 1 cm 
(1/4 inch) below the circular 
hole. Take the wooden stick 
and insert into this smaller 
hole—this will be the perch for 
the birds to land on.

3Thoroughly rinse out the milk carton and 
leave it to dry upside down for a day.1

String

You Will Need A cardboard or  plastic milk carton
Non-toxic 

paint

1 stick (you can use a chopstick,  
a dowel, a popsicle stick or 
even a strong twig)

Birds build their 
nests in many 

different places—
why not help them 
out and build them 

a home in your 
garden?

Always ask an 
adult for help with 

any project that 
needs cutting out!

Once the birdhouse is dry, it’s time  
to hang it up outside! Keep watch to  

see if anyone moves in . . .
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Grow a Bag of Strawberries

3

5

4

Finish filling the bag (almost to the top) 
with the potting compost, then put the 
last two plants in and make sure the 
roots are completely covered.

Put your bag in a sunny, sheltered spot.  
If possible, rest it on a small crate or table so that 

the plants can hang down without touching the 
ground. Water the plants every day (not too 

much—just until the soil feels evenly moist) and 
be sure to turn the bag so that each side gets  

the same amount of sunshine. 
You can smear petroleum jelly 

on the sides of the bag to keep 

snails and slugs out!

Wait for your strawberries to 
grow! Try to be patient—wait 
until the berries are red all 
over before you pick the fruit!

1 Bag of potting compost

You Will Need
A reusable shopping bag

6 Strawberry plants
Scissors

1

2

Ask an adult to help you to cut small, cross shaped 
drainage holes in the bottom of your shopping bag. 
Cut a horizontal slit about 5cm (2in) across the 
middle of each side of the bag.

Fill your bag with the potting compost up to the 
 level of the slits, then put four of your strawberry  

plants inside. From the inside out, carefully poke 
 the leaves and the crown (the part where the  

stems of the leaves meet in the middle)  
of each plant through the  

slits on the sides of the 
bag and spread out 

the roots in the 
compost on  

the inside.

You can grow strawberries from early spring all the way through to 
late Autumn, depending on the weather where you live!

Sunglasses Water bottle 
and snacks

Warm clothesWaterproof 
 jacket

Sturdy shoes 
or boots
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Hiking
One great thing about hiking is that you can do it almost 
anywhere. You don’t need a vast forest to traverse or 
a mountain to climb, you can go for a hike around the 
countryside, on the beach, or even in a city. It’s a perfect 
way to get outdoors, explore new places, and take in the 
landscape. It’s also great for spotting birds and animals.

Watch out!
Reaching the summit of a 

mountain and taking in the 
view is an experience like no 

other! If you’re going mountain 
hiking, make sure to stick to 

the paths and be very careful 
where you’re treading—it might 

be slippery or uneven.

 Did you know?You don’t need to buy brand new equipment—see what you have at home first. If you don’t have hiking boots, sturdy sneakers or winter boots will do.

Scavenger Hunt

How many of these items can you find 

on your next hike (or on this page):

Hiking with a grandparent is the best!

Your grandparents may not be as quick as 
you are, but they will know the best places 
to visit and the most interesting routes 
to take. And they will probably bring some 
delicious picnic food along with them!

Take home memories of 
your trip! An excellent 

way to do this is to bring a 
notebook with you, so you 

can take notes or make 
drawings of interesting 

plants and animals you see 
on your hike.

Foraging is great to do on a hike at 
any time of year! There might be 

berries and mushrooms in the area 
you’re exploring. Make sure you 

check with an adult before eating 
anything you find—you shouldn’t 

put something in your mouth unless 
you’re completely sure it’s safe! 

If you’re not sure, take a 
photo or draw a picture and 
leave the plant where it is.

Red flower

Bird of prey

Interesting stone formation

Bird in a tree

Berries or fruit

Lookout point

River

Animal on the ground

Fish in the water

Cloud shaped like an animal

Sturdy boots

Camera

Long pants

Lightweight 
jacket

Knapsack

Water  
bottle

26 27

Swimming
Who doesn’t love splashing around in the water? Whether 
you’re at your local swimming pool or wild swimming in a 
pond, lake, or by the shore, swimming is a great way to keep 
fit and have fun. Also, you don’t need loads of complicated 
gear to do it, so as long as you have a swimming costume 
and a safe body of water, you’re good to go!

Currents and Tides
Even if the water seems very calm, 
rivers and the ocean are constantly 
moving. There are currents that 
you don’t always see and they can be 
very strong! They can drag you away 
from the shore or even under the 
water. Adults or lifeguards will be able 
to tell you where it is safe to swim. 

There are four  different types of swimming stroke:

Tides are the rise and fall of sea levels—
that is, when the water is closer or further 
away from the beach. Did you know that 
they are caused by the sun and the 
moon? Their gravitational pulls cause the 
Earth’s oceans to bulge out at the sides, 
causing two high tides and two low tides 
every 24 hours.

Swimming  
Safety Tips

 
Never go swimming alone. 

Wear a swimming aid. 

Stay close to the shore. 

Stay in sight of your parents and friends. 

Never go out of hearing distance. 

In thunderstorms stay out of the water. 

Beware of waves and strong currents.

Wear swimming shoes.  
Rocks can hurt your feet! 

Breaststroke. Push your arms 
forward underwater, then pull them 
to the side, then in toward your 
chest, and repeat. At the same time, 
kick your legs out and then pull 
them in like a frog. 

Backstroke. Reach forward with one arm 
over your head, then pull it back underwater, 
then do the same with your other arm. 
Use one arm after the other. At the 
same time kick your legs in a 
fluttering movement.

Front crawl. Reach forward with one 
arm over your head, then pull it back 
underwater, then do the same with 
your other arm. At the same time kick 
your legs in a fluttering movement. 

Butterfly. Keep your feet 
together and kick them like 
a dolphin’s tail. Your arms 
should make the same motion 
as front crawl, but you use 
both at the same time.

Flippers
Towel

Buoyancy aid  

such as water wings 

Swimsuit 

Air mattress

Goggles

Sunscreen
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Little Green  
Fingers
Written by Claire Philip
Illustrated by Aitch

Young  
Adventurers
Written by Susie Rae 
Illustrated by Caroline Attia

Get your hands dirty! A step-by-step gardening guide  
for children.

The follow-up to the much-loved Easy Peasy, Little Green Fingers is packed full of even more 
fun gardening activities for children! These inspiring, creative, and simple activities 
are possible whether you have a backyard, a balcony, or even just a windowsill—everyone 
is welcome to get their hands dirty.

Growing fruits and vegetables, creating fun art projects with nature, learning about 
the natural world and how plants grow, learning to observe the green spaces around 
us—all this and more can be found in Little Green Fingers.

What to expect
• Beautiful illustrations by Aitch
• Friendly text with clear step-by-step activities written by Claire Philip
• Fun gardening activities that are possible even if you don’t have a big garden
•  Fact-based spreads throughout teach readers about plants, nature, life cycles  

and more

This book jump-starts children to get out of the house,  
enjoy outdoor activities, and get in touch with nature.

Outdoor activities are fun, exciting, and can be found right around the corner!  
Get outside and ride a bike, climb a mountain, spot wildlife and go camping.  
Whether in the local park, your backyard, or amongst the trees in a nature  
preserve—the great outdoors is the place to be!

Young Adventurers energizes children to get out of the house and enjoy the outdoors, 
engage with their surroundings, find new friends and gain confidence in important 
experiences while learning to appreciate the wonders of nature. 

What to expect
• Beautiful illustrations by Caroline Attia, the illustrator of Whatever the Weather
•  13 fun outdoor activities, many of which can be done right around the corner  

from home
•  Peppered with fun facts, interesting tidbits on special gear, wildlife and plants 

and  history of the outdoors as well as with engaging elements

Susie Rae is an author, editor, 
researcher and educator who 
writes books about almost 
anything, from dinosaurs 
to Dungeons and Dragons. 
When not making books, 
they teach university-level 

Psychology, present neuroscience shows and 
workshops around the UK, and make podcasts 
about role-playing games.

Illustrator and animator 
Caroline Attia has lent her 
whimsical style to ELLE, 
The New York Times, Harvard 
Magazine, Pictoplasma, and 
other prominent publications. 
Her film work has earned 

critical acclaim at the Istanbul Animation Festival 
and grants from the Centre National Du Cinéma. After 
Whatever the Weather and The Big Book of Treasures, 
this is her third book with Little Gestalten.

Claire Philip is an author 
and editor who has worked 
on hundreds of wonderful 
children’s books. She lives 
in the beautiful Lake District 
in England with her husband 
and their pets.

Aitch is a Romanian artist 
whose work is rooted in 
nature, folklore and fantasy. 
Her daring patterns, bold 
color, and quirky characters 
have seen her work across 
a range of products including 

wallpapers, playing cards, ceramics, textiles,  
and books. Her repertoire of clients includes  
L’Occitane, O2, Elle, and Penguin Random House.

NON-FICTION
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Feature: evolution vs intelligence
Some of the most basic and so called ‘primitive’ animals on Earth  
do amazing things, here are just a few examples. Another really brilliant bit of evolution is found 

in jellyfish who have been around for about 
500 million years so far. There is at least 
one tiny species (Turritopsis dohrnii) that can 
revert back to its larval form before becoming 
an adult again (like a butterfly changing back 
into a caterpillar before becoming a butterfly 
again) making it able to live for ever! This 
animal, along with other jellyfish doesn’t have 
a brain, but it’s pretty clever to be able to live 
for ever!

Leeches are a worm-like animals that live in damp 
and wet places all over the world. Their food is 
animal blood and they obtain it in a very smart way: 
once they find the animal they want to feed on (fish, 
frog, cow, deer, human etc), they hold on with their 
strong suckers, they use razor sharp mouthparts to 
slice into the animal along with a dose of numbing 
anaesthetic (so they go unnoticed), a dose of anti-
coagulant (that stops the animal from forming a scab 
to heal the wound, so the blood keeps flowing) and 
finally a dose of anti-septic to stop the open wound 
from getting infected after the leech is full up and 
gone (this keeps the host animal, the blood donor, 
alive for next time). Some species of leeches have as 
many as 32 brains! This is all very smart, but it’s not 
animal intelligence – it’s just great evolution. 

Right beneath your feet is an unseen world – digesting, spreading and keeping the world alive. It’s the 
kingdom of fungi. These include moulds, mildews and mushrooms and until the middle of the 20th 
Century they were part of the Plant Kingdom, but scientists (called Taxonomists) realised that they 
deserved to be in a Kingdom of their own. To be honest, because they engulf their food and digest it, 
they are actually closer to animals than they are to plants. Some can spread for many miles, unseen, 
others can get into ants’ brains and control their minds; some we use to make bread, wine and cheese. 
In the forests of the world the multi-branching roots of fungi act like network cables carrying nutrients 
between tree roots -this has been called the ‘Wood Wide Web’. So although not animals, fungi are 
certainly intelligent in many ways and essential to our existence.

1918

Octopus
There are about 300 species, but Octopus vulgaris 
seems to be the one most studied.

In other experiments, octopi have 
been seen to unscrew the lids 
of jars, successfully navigating 
mazes and when given the choice 
of either going into a ‘room’ with 
a picture of a shark (predator) or 
a room with a picture of a crab 
(food) on the outside of it, they 
always went towards the food side. 
They can remember the location of 
food and they have been shown to 
learn by watching a video tutorial 
on how to open a box containing 
food. Before being shown the video 
they couldn’t work out how to open 
the box.

Certainly one the brainiest of all animals, octopi 
have 9 of them (well, sort of)! As well as their 
main brain (found in their head and is the largest 
of all invertebrate brains and also larger than 
some mammal brains) at the end of each of their 
8 arms there are clusters of cells called neurons 
which act like mini brains (neurons are cells that 
make up an animal’s nervous system – like cables 
carrying information). This allows octopus arms 
to be sensitive to touch and temperature but also 
detect changes in light, colour and taste. Imagine 
if you could do that with your arms!

About 2000 years ago a Roman 
naturalist and author Pliny the 
Elder observed an octopus 
wedging a small stone into the 
opening of a bivalve (creatures 
with two shells like clams, 
mussels and oysters) so that it 
could more easily prise it open 
to eat it. This is a great example 
of tool use, which shows great 
intelligence. This phenomenon 
has also been recorded by 
modern day scientists.

Octopi also have the amazing 
abilities of changing colour – to 
show their mood and camouflaging 
themselves when in danger and 
while hunting; and of being able to 
squeeze through very small spaces 
indeed.

Another good example of using 
‘tools’ found nearby is when 
an octopus called Otto living in 
captivity was seen picking up and 
throwing rocks from his aquarium 
to break light bulbs above him 
because they were too bright for 
him.

Did you 
know: 

In invertebrates,  
a ‘tentacle’ has suckers  

just at its tip, but an  
‘arm’ has suckers  

along its whole length.
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Smart Animals
Written by Michael Holland
Illustrated by Daniela Olejníková

How Many Birds?
by Marcos Farina

What makes an animal smart? What IS smart?  
The brainpower of these brilliant beasts may surprise  
readers of all ages.

Our human brains have taken us all around the globe, and even into space … But we are 
not the only clever creatures on the planet. Some animals are so smart that we don’t 
even know the extent of their intelligence.

How do some animals play? Can they use tools? How do they solve problems?  
Smart Animals answers all these questions and more, as well as featuring octopuses 
navigating mazes, rats outsmarting lab experiments, dolphins giving each other  
names, orangutans solving riddles, counting honeybees and much more. Get ready  
for the most marvelous and mind-blowing masterminds from our animal kingdom!

What to expect
• Over 20 featured animals with full spread illustrations and entertaining texts
• Creating appreciation and awe for nature surrounding us
• Daniela Olejníková’s unique style capturing children’s imagination
• Brilliant text by award winning writer, Michael Holland

Chickens, penguins, and parrots—how many are there?!
Our latest collaboration with Marcos Farina and the follow-up to the much-loved 

and popular first Little Gestalten board book, The Animal Show, How Many Birds? 
explores first numbers in Marcos’ colorful and fun way—with birds!

What to expect
• A playful, fun introduction to numbers for young children
• Wonderfully fun and colorful illustrations from Marcos Farina
• The follow-up title of The Animal Show

Marcos Farina is an  
Argentine graphic designer 
and illustrator. He has a 
bachelor’s degree in graphic 
design from the University of 
Buenos Aires. He also studied 
visual arts, specializing in 

handmade printing techniques. He is professor at 
the Faculty of Architecture, Design and Urbanism  
of the Buenos Aires University, where he has 
taught since 2005. This is his third title with  
gestalten after You and Me and Everybody Else 
and The Animal Show.

Michael Holland studied 
Ecology at Lancaster  
University and Oregon State 
University and is a keen  
photographer, wildlife  
gardener and all-round  
composting nerd! He is the 

author of the bestselling title, I Ate Sunshine for 
Breakfast and this is his first book about animals.

Slovakian illustrator Daniela 
Olejníková is passionate 
about screenprinting and 
linocut and has illustrated 
more than 20 titles for junior 
readers. Strokes of stylus, 
and colors layered and 

overprinted are her most significant methods of 
illustrating, same as simple shapes combined with 
patterns and textures. She is living in Bratislava. 
After illustrating the bestseller In Great Numbers, 
this is her second book with Little Gestalten.

BOARD BOOK
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Learn to count with beautiful birds!



The TURTLE walks SLOWLY on its tiptoes, the HORSE gallops as FAST as the wind.
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The rainforest, what is it?
Tropical rainforests are found along the  equator. 
 Because it rains regularly throughout the year 
and is warm, the plants grow quickly here. But 
it is also a competition for nutrients and light.

How can you recognize a rainforest?

• It is always warm: the temperature in summer is hardly 
 different from that in winter.

• Rainforests are always green. 
• It rains regularly throughout the year, the air is always humid.
• Plants and trees grow in different layers. 
• Some species of animals and plants exist only in  tropical 

 rainforests and nowhere else in the world. Such species 
are  called edemites.

• The pollination of plants is mainly done by animals and not 
by the wind.

• In Europe or the USA, of course, you can find many different 
 species of animals and plants in forests. But the fact that 
 hundreds live on a single tree exists only in the rainforest. 

About two-thirds of all known animal and plant species are 
thought to occur in the tropical rainforest. Researchers have 

 discovered 100,000 insect species in the rainforest alone.

Why does it rain so much?

In the Amazon rainforest, as much  water 
comes down from the sky per square 

 meter over the course of the year as would 
be needed for 14 full bathtubs. 

Up to 280 different tree  species 
can be found on one hectare of 

 rainforest. For comparison: A soccer 
field has the size of 0.714 hectares. 

The rainforests evaporate a lot of water 
 because it is so hot. After all, we are  close 

to the equator. There, the power of the 
sun is particularly intense because its rays 

hit the earth almost perpendicularly. 

Alles, die Luft, der Boden, Pflanzen und Gewässer werden 
besonders stark erhitzt, so dass eine Menge Feuchtigkeit 

aus den Gewässern und den Blättern der Pflanzen aufsteigt 
und in die Luft aufsteigt.

Due to evaporation, moist air rises to 
the top. There it cools down again 

and  condenses into rain clouds, from 
which it rains a lot over the rain forests. 

The water drops fall 
back to earth as rain / 

 precipitation.

Rainforests store so 
much water that they 
 influence the climate 

of the  whole world!

The evaporated air is not 

only rained off over the 

rainforests. Clouds are 

also carried away with 

the wind and supply more 

distant areas with rain.

Unique variety

Ti
ng

les and crawls everywhere

Plants and soil take 
up moisture again. 

This  process is also called 
“small water cycle”.
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Water, sump, healthy mud
The Bais are forest clearings in the rainforest. Even 
from a distance, you can hear that they are meeting 
places for animals like the forest elephants. Their 
rumbling and trumpeting echoes far into the jungle.

Bais are marshy, grassy areas with a variety 
of ferns and plants floating on the water. 

Mini hippos

Dwarf hippos weigh up to 250 kilos and are  lightweights 
 compared to their relatives, the large hippos. They weigh 

over three tons! Pygmy hippos are solitary animals that like to 
spend time in the water. On land, they sleep a lot. Dwarf  hippos 

 provide sun protection themselves: Special glands in their 
 bodies  secrete a  substance that protects their skin. Because 
this mucus is red, hippos used to be thought to sweat blood.

Pygmy hippos grow to 
140 to 160 centimeters long 

and 80 centimeters high.

Jungle gardeners on four legs

Bais are an important place for forest elephants, who come 
here to forage for food and to be together in their  community.

In their search for food, forest elephants cover quite a few 
kilometers a day. In the process, they trample shrubs,  scatter 

plant seeds and debark trees. In this way, they provide 
 other herbivores such as gorillas with access to important 
 minerals in the soil. Conveniently, the paths they trample 

through the jungle are also used by other rainforest dwellers.

Elephants use their tusks 
as tools to dig for roots or 
scrape the bark off trees. 

Muddy and nutritious

What makes the bais so special are the minerals 
that are found here in the mud. With their trunks, the 

 forest  elephants drill holes in the ground, suck out 
the mud and put it in their mouths. The minerals are 

important nutrients for them. 

When diving, pygmy 
 hippos can close their 

ears and nostrils to  prevent 
water from entering.
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The Animal  
Show
by Marcos Farina

Little Gestalten’s first board book brings toddlers joy.  
This is our first book for fans aged 0 – 3.

Showcasing animals big and small, from beloved pets to friendly beasts, The Animal 
Show helps develop an awareness of the animal kingdom for very young children. 
Graphic and bold, the illustrations depict various animals going about their daily 
activities. Intended to support early development, this visual board book introduces 
monkeys, bears, owls, sloths, and many other creatures, exercising children’s  
comprehension in a way that is simple, fun, and effective. This second collaboration 
with illustrator Marcos Farina directs the Little Gestalten product range towards  
minds that are very new to the world. 

Marcos Farina is an  
Argentinian graphic 
designer, specializing 
in handmade printing 
techniques whose playful 
illustrative style is rooted 
in the retro. He studied at 

the University of Buenos Aires and was a pro-
fessor at the Faculty of Architecture, Design, and 
Urbanism for 15 years. He now lives in Madrid with 
his cat, Sumi, whose alter ego the reader can 
spot throughout the pages of the beloved Little 
Gestalten title You and Me and Everybody Else.
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Explore the  
Rainforest
Written by Anne Ameri-Siemens 
Illustrated by Anton Hallmann

Enter the depths of the rainforest, the lungs of our planet that 
are home to the richest variety of animal and plant  species.

Our beloved characters Emma and Louis go on a trip through the wildest nature of 
our planet: the rainforest. They visit this lush green world of wonders that is full 
of the strongest, kindest, and strangest plants and animals. They find out about the 
rainforest’s endangered species, such as the forest elephant or the Sumatran tiger. 
They discover monkeys, butterflies, flowers and trees that grow around trees, frogs 
that can fly, and plants that work together with animals in symbiosis.

Besides the immense diversity in the jungle’s flora and fauna, Emma and Louis learn 
about the habitat, geography, the climate, and the people who live and work there—and 
you can learn it too! Come along and Explore the Rainforest.

Anne Ameri-Siemens uses 
decades’ worth of experience 
as an author and journalist 
to tell a whimsical story 
about the world around us. 
After working for Frankfurter 
 Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung, 

she wrote a Spiegel Bestseller in 2007. She has won 
the Corine International Book Prize and Grimme Prize. 
This is her second collaboration with Little Gestalten.

Anton Hallmann was born 
in Brandenburg, Germany, 
and studied illustration at 
the Hamburg University of 
Applied Science. He primarily 
works in editorial illustration 
for newspapers like Die Zeit, 

Süddeutsche Zeitung, and FAZ. Anton currently 
lives in Stockholm. After Explore the World, he 
takes our readers on their second adventure with 
this new title.

NON-FICTION
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Leaving Africa

For a long time, humans lived only 
in Africa, but about 120,000 years 
ago they began to explore other 
parts of the world as well. This led 
to some of the most significant 
journeys of discovery in the history 
of humankind. We’re still not totally 
sure why they started off on their 
wanderings, but it was probably in 
search of new hunting grounds or 
because of changes in the climate.

THE BIRTHPLACE OF HUMANKIND 
The first traces of human activity were found in Africa, the starting point  
from which our ancestors later traveled to all four corners of the Earth.  
These humans were the first explorers. Here we can see the paths they took.

From Asia to America

The last major landmass to be inhabited by humans was what we now call 
the Americas. Researchers are still trying to figure out how exactly humans 
were able to get there from Asia, but one thing is certain: they reached the 
continent at least 15,000 years ago, either by journeying over the ice in the 
Far North (that is, from modern-day Russia to Alaska) or by making their 
way across the ocean.

Mammoths were very appealing 
prey for the early humans, and 
not only as a giant food source—
the ivory from their tusks was 
used to make weapons. 

Across the Pacific  

The last of humankind’s major and 
difficult first-time voyages was to 
Polynesia (a scattered collection of 
many small islands in the middle  
of the Pacific Ocean). The ancestors 
of today’s Polynesians were incredibly 
gifted seafarers, which made it 
possible for them to successfully  
cope with very difficult sea conditions. 
They observed the wind, the stars, 
ocean currents, and the flight paths 
of birds to help plan their routes 
across the ocean.

The adze was the Polynesians’ 
most important tool, which they 
used for many things, including 
the building of canoes.

The First Journeys of Discovery

In the scientific world, humans 
are known as Homo sapiens, which 
means “wise human.” Their first 
destinations outside Africa were 
the Middle East and Southeast Asia. 
Many thousands of years later, a 
second wave of humans migrated 
from Africa to Europe. From Asia, 
they eventually made it all the way 
down to Australia.

More than 60,000 years 
ago, stone spears were 
already being used as 
tools and weapons. 

A F R I C A

E U R O P E

A S I A

A U S T R A L I A

PACIFIC  
ISL ANDS

1500 –
1300 BC

Imagine, how crowded it would 
have become in Africa if people 

hadn’t started to travel.

Look, it’s a skull of a gnu!
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Underwater Gear 

Conditions underwater are extremely demanding on the human 
body. In order to investigate life below the surface, a lot of 
high-tech equipment is required. The diver portrayed in this 
image is Jacques-Yves Cousteau, who invented the Aqua-Lung. 
Using this device along with air tanks allows people to stay 
underwater for much longer than normal. Any idea what other 
equipment you might need to go diving?

THE MYSTERIOUS OCEAN DEEP
Life underwater remained a mystery to most for many years. It might  
be hard to believe, but two-thirds of our planet is actually water.

Charles William Beebe 

In the early 1930s, the American naturalist 
Charles William Beebe, known as William, 
used his Bathysphere (a spherical deep-sea 
submersible) to travel deeper underwater 
than anyone else had. He encountered 
underwater creatures that no one had seen 
before and his reports and illustrations 
greatly increased public interest in the 
ocean world.The Calypso 

The Calypso was Cousteau’s research ship—it had 
an experiment room in its bow, and divers could 
enter the water directly from the vessel using 
special doors.

The diving bell has been in use since antiquity. 
When the bell is plunged underwater with 
the opening facing downwards, air remains 
trapped in the upper section. An air hose 
attached to this space then provides divers 
with atmospheric oxygen.

As early as 1797, inventor Karl Heinrich Klingert 
built a special diving suit with a helmet.  
Klingert was a prolific inventor who also  
created the first electric clock, as well as 
many devices to help the ill and disabled. 

The first piece of equipment made for individual 
divers was a metal helmet that was supplied 
with breathing air via a hose that led to the 
surface. Unfortunately the helmet was very 
heavy and therefore not very practical. 

Cousteau’s Aqua-Lung gave researchers  
a lot more freedom to explore underwater,  
enabling them to investigate much further  
and deeper than before and observe many  
animals and plants.

Modern diving robots have allowed scientists 
to document our ocean environments. With 
the robots’ assistance, they can conduct  
underwater experiments without having  
to put themselves in danger. 

The Aquarius Reef Base is an underwater 
laboratory. It provides enough space for six 
people to cook, sleep, and work underwater 
during missions that last 10 days on average. 

Divers went underwater not only  
to observe animals and plants,  
but also to search for shipwrecks, 
which potentially contained many 
treasures to discover. 

from
1936

1930 –
1934
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Do we fit  
in there?

10 11

Very occasionally, water does come out of the ground 
in the desert. It forms a water hole that allows plants 
and trees to grow nearby. This is called an oasis.

Most plants and animals cannot survive 
in the desert because of the lack of food 
and water. For some species, though, 
the desert is their home. Just think of 
cactuses and camels! 

Some places in the world are Some places in the world are 
extremely hot and dry all the  extremely hot and dry all the  
time, not just in the summer. time, not just in the summer. 

The Lut Desert in Iran might be the 

hottest place in the world. In 2005, the 

temperature there reached 159°F (70°C)! 

Have you ever looked into the distance on a hot day 
and seen a pool of water on the street that you know 
isn’t there? That’s called a mirage. 

It happens when sunlight travels down through cold 
air and into warm air near the ground. The change in 
air temperature bends the light and tricks your brain 
into seeing something that isn’t there. 
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These regions are called deserts. Deserts are so 
dry because it almost never rains where they are. 
The Sun is very strong and harsh in these areas, 
and the ground is made up mostly of bare rocks or 
shifting sands. 
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Spring is a season 

And showers come from clouds! And showers come from clouds! 
Clouds can be fat and fluffy, or wispy Clouds can be fat and fluffy, or wispy 
and flat. Sometimes they even look and flat. Sometimes they even look 
l ike funny animals or big dragons. But l ike funny animals or big dragons. But 
what are clouds actually made of? what are clouds actually made of? 

Clouds aren’t always white. 
The color of a cloud can tell 
you about the weather, the 
time of day, or the air quality.

Cirrus clouds are made of ice crystals and 

look like wispy bits of cotton candy. 

Pi
nk

s, 
purples, and yellows at sunset.

Gray when it rains.

Ora
nge when there’s pol lution.

Green before a heavy storm
.

of showers

Clouds are tiny water droplets or ice crystals floating in 
the sky. They are created when warm air rises and then 
cools in the cold sky. When the droplets or crystals get 
together in a group, a cloud is formed. 

airplanes help to cause climate change, so we should try to keep air travel to a minimum. 

Traveling in an airplane is a great way to see clouds—but the fuel emissions from 

They can usually be found above 

20,000 feet (6,000 meters). about 6
,500 fe
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eters) or lower.
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Anton Hallmann was born 
in Brandenburg, Germany 
and studied illustration  
at the Hamburg  University 
of Applied Science. He is  
primarily working in 
editorial illustration for 

newspapers like Die Zeit, Süddeutsche  Zeitung, 
or FAZ and clients like Google, Lufthansa,  
Deutsche Bahn and others. He currently lives  
in Stockholm.  Explore the World is his first  
kids book.
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Explore the World
Written and illustrated 
by Anton Hallmann

Explore far-flung countries, the highest  mountains, the 
deepest seas, and even outer space with Explore the World.

Across hundreds of years, explorers drew maps and gathered expansive know ledge of 
geography, climate, flora and fauna. The expeditions that shaped the world we are living 
in are gathered in this illustrated compendium. Explore the World features a variety of 
explorers, from Europeans searching for new trade routes to Polynesians exploring the 
many islands in the South Pacific. Sail with the vikings, meet the sherpas climbing up 
Mount Everest, and get to know the astronauts who dared to fly into space. Explore the 
World shines a light on the people that made these adventures possible with their know-
ledge of land and language, and tells the stories of teamwork, bravery and curiosity.

“A fascinating look at how, and importantly, why, humans explore and discover, with good touches 
and caveats about treatment of indigenous people, oppression and colonisation, those who aren’t 
credited with discovery or who have been forgotten, the different roles of women in history, and the 
importance of respecting the natural world and its people.” MINERVA READS
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Whatever  
the Weather
Written by Steve Parker
Illustrated by Caroline Attia

How is fog formed? What causes a rainbow?  
Why do thunder and lightning always come as a pair?

Curious children can often ask questions that might even be difficult for adults to 
answer, but Whatever the Weather knows the facts. Bursting with colorful illustrations, 
examples, and anecdotes, this book explains complex processes in a snackable way. 
Following two friendly characters and their little dog from page to page, young 
readers can learn about how temperature forecasting works, how some animals have 
an innate ability to predict the weather, and the effects of global warming. Come rain 
or shine, Whatever the Weather sees past the seasons and explains the world of weather 
in all its wonder.

“A bland, sketchy overview that also lacks that now-necessary sense of urgency.”
KIRKUS REVIEWS

Holding a First Class  Honours 
BSc in  Zoology and a position 
as  Senior  Scientific Fellow 
of the  Zoological Society, 
Steve Parker knows the 
 natural world. When it comes to 
science his formula is simple: 

“Remember the two I’s, information and imagination.” 
He has co- authored and edited over 300 nonfiction 
titles. This is his second book with Little Gestalten.

Illustrator and  animator 
 Caroline Attia has lent 
her whimsical style to ELLE, 
The New York Times, 
 Harvard Magazine, 
 Picto plasma, and other 
 prominent publications. Her 

film work has earned critical acclaim at the   Istanbul 
 Animation Festival and grants from the Centre 
 National Du Cinéma. After The Big Book of  Treasures, 
this is her second book with  Little  Gestalten.
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COPING WITH THE COLD The extremely cold environments of the Arctic and Antarctic have made 
it necessary for animals to find ways to adapt. Here is how their bodies 
and behaviors help them survive!

Animals in polar regions commonly 
have thick, windproof or waterproof 
coats. Both reindeer and musk oxen 
have two layers of fur. One is a 
shorter undercoat next to the skin, 
the other is a longer layer made up 
of hollow guard hairs that trap air 
to keep the animal warm.

Marine mammals, including seals, 
whales, walruses, and orcas, have 
a thick layer of fat called blubber. 
It keeps the animals warm in icy
cold waters. The fat can also be an 
energy store in times of need.

A penguin’s feathers keep 
it warm and dry in the cold 
ocean waters. But once a 
year, they molt, and their 
old feathers get replaced  
by new ones.

Many polar animal species, including polar 
bears and small birds such as Arctic redpolls, 
stay warm by curling up into a ball. Doing 
this minimizes how much of the animal’s body 
is exposed to the cold.

Seals may warm up by basking in the sun 
on land or ice floes. If they get overheated, 
they can easily cool off by diving into the 
chilly waters all around them.

Weddell seals live and breed 
further south than any other 
mammal. Pups are born on 
the Antarctic ice.

Arctic wolves have adapted in multiple ways. 
Their white fur blends in with their snowy 
habitat and their ears are smaller than other 
wolves’ ears to help reduce heat loss.

Since prey is not always abundant, Arctic 
foxes hoard food then store it for later. 
They might collect birds’ eggs or lemmings 
and cover them with soil, saving them to  
be enjoyed at a future date.

The blubber is 
located right below 

the skin.

Emperor penguins gather in huge huddles to share body 
warmth and also to shelter them from the wind. They 
alternate which penguins are on the outside of the huddle. 
This simple strategy can reduce the animals’ heat loss by half.

Also, tufts of fur between the pads  
of their feet help them to have  
a better grip on ice and snow.

Arctic ground squirrels hibernate to 
avoid the extreme winter climate and the 
lack of available food. Some go into  
a deep sleep for as long as eight months.

These amazing animals can drop 
their body temperatures to 26.8°F 
(2.9°C) to save energy. They seem 
dead but, when the weather gets 
warmer, they are back to normal.

8 9

BATTLE OF THE BRRR!
Although both the Arctic and Antarctic have super-cold 
climates, the Antarctic is the chilly champion.

At the north pole, the average summer 
temperature is 32°F (0°C) and the average 

winter temperature is -40°F (-40°C).

If you throw a cup 

If you throw a cup 

of hot tea into the air 

of hot tea into the air 

during the polar regions’ 

during the polar regions’ 

wintertime, it c
an 

wintertime, it c
an 

turn fro
m a liquid into a 

turn fro
m a liquid into a 

solid. The tea becomes 

solid. The tea becomes 

tiny ice crystals!

tiny ice crystals!
Antarctica is also the windiest of all the 
continents on Earth. Wind speeds here 
can reach 203 miles (327 kilometers) per 
hour. That’s faster than winds during 
the strongest hurricanes!

The coldest temperatures ever recorded 
on Earth have been in Antarctica. In 1983, 
Vostok Station, one of the most remote 
research stations on the Antarctic continent, 
measured 128.6°F (89.2°C)! Can you 
imagine that? The polar regions basically 
have two seasons each year: winter and 
summer. Neither is especially warm. That’s 
because, even in the summer, the sun  
doesn’t rise high enough above the horizon  
to make temperatures toasty.

It’s funny that all of Antarctica and some 
areas in the Arctic are known as deserts. 
They aren’t the hot, sunny kind, of course. 
They are considered deserts since very  
little precipitation occurs there. In fact, some 
of Antarctica’s inner regions only get about 
two inches (50 millimeters) of precipitation—
mostly snow—each year. That’s half as much 
as many parts of the Sahara desert receive! 
This makes Antarctica the driest continent 
on Earth.

Temperatures don’t get as low in 
the Arctic, which means people  
can live in many parts of the region. 
You might think children who go 
to school in the Arctic always have 
indoor recess because of the cold 
climate. Not so! In many Arctic 
schools, outdoor recess is required 
unless temperatures are 58°F 
(50°C). Students there better not 
forget their hats and mittens!

Kids who live in Nunavut, which 
is one of the most remote areas of 
the world, in northern Canada, play 
hockey all year long. They even 
have games during the periods of 
24hour darkness.

It’s much colder at the south pole. There, 
the average summer temperature is 

-18°F (-28.2°C) and the average winter 
temperature is -76°F (-60°C).

Popular games among children  
of Inuit communities in the Arctic 

region include hide-and-seek  
and tag.

75

RADIOACTIVITY
Marie Curie discovered radioactive elements and their qualities.  

In 1903, she became the first woman to receive the most important 
award in the world of scientific research: the Nobel Prize. Then,  

it was in physics—and in 1911, she won it again in chemistry.

At the age of four, Marie could already 
read and solve math problems. When  
she grew up, she moved from her native 
Warsaw to Paris. In those days, women 
were not allowed to study in Poland, but 
she was not going to let that stop her.  
In 1891, she began to study physics  
at the famous university of Sorbonne  
in Paris. Apart from her, there were just  
20 women enrolled at the university, 

Radioactive rays are invisible and can 
penetrate solid materials to some extent. 
You can’t feel them, but when materials  
are charged with radioactivity, the rays  
are strong enough to make them glow in 
the dark. The potential of radium as a 
means of combating cancer soon became  
a hot topic in the field of research. 
Throughout her life, Marie was often the 
first to start or invent things. For instance, 
she was the first woman in France to teach 
at a university.

During the First World War, she focused 
her attention on radiology. She built  
mobile X-ray machines and equipped  
20 “radiological vehicles” with them.  
These made it possible to see broken  
bones or bullets in the bodies of wounded 
soldiers. Many lives were saved, because 
hospitals were usually a long way away  
from the battlefields.  

Marie Curie 

compared to more than 1,800 men. 
When Marie took her exams, she came 
top in all her subjects. In 1894, she got 
to know the physicist Pierre Curie and 
they fell in love, got married, and from 
then on always worked together. Marie 
discovered the previously unknown 
chemical elements polonium and radium 
and the nature of their radiation, for 
which she coined the term “radioactive.” 

The word “radium”  
became fashionable, and 

restaurants and movie theaters 
were named after the element  

Marie had discovered.

In 1921, the U. S. president  
Warren G. Harding presented Marie with 
one gram of radium after an American 

journalist had appealed for donations on 
her behalf. This was worth a huge 

amount, and it enabled her to continue 
with her research.
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ELECTRIC GUITAR
“Louder, please!” This request was the spur  

for the invention of the electric guitar.  
With this, one can greatly increase the volume  

and also produce new sounds.

About a hundred years ago, there were many 
changes in the world of music. Big band jazz 
was becoming more popular, and the sound  
of this kind of music really was big. Together 
with piano, percussion, and guitar, there were 
several trumpets, trombones, and saxophones. 
Unfortunately, however, against all of these 
instruments you could hardly hear a note 
from the acoustic guitars. Instead of saying 
to himself, “In that case I’ll only play in 
small bands,” the Texan musician George 
Beauchamp decided to look for a way to 
magnify the sound of his guitar. After 
much twiddling around and a number  
of failures, he finally invented the 
electromagnetic sound reproducer. 

This is still in use today and works 
along similar principles to those of  
a dynamo on a bicycle. It has a spool  
of coiled copper wire that is wrapped 
around one or several magnets. 
(Beauchamp used two horseshoe 
magnets.) The metal strings of the 
guitar run in between. Just as with  
a dynamo—when the energy created  
by the rotation of the wheel lights the 
cycle lamp—the guitar uses movement  
for the same effect, although this  
may be less easily visible to the human 
eye. When the metal strings are plucked, 
there are vibrations. The magnets and  
the copper wire produce an electromagnetic 

George Beauchamp

Adolph Rickenbacker

Beauchamp took out  
a patent on his sound 
reproducer in 1934.

… the brilliant 
guitarist Sister 

Rosetta Tharpe, …

Musicians loved the new 
invention. For instance …

… and Chuck Berry.

field, and the vibrations are recognized  
by the sound reproducer or, to be more 
precise, it recognizes the number and 
speed of the vibrations and carries these 
to the amplifier (see next page). The 
finish comes when the amplifier turns 
the vibrations back into audible sounds.

Together with the guitar maker  
Paul Barth and the inventor Adolph 
Rickenbacker, Beauchamp developed  
the first electrically amplifiable Hawaiian 
guitar. Owing to its appearance, it was 
dubbed the Frying Pan.

In the early 1950s, the American 
instrument maker Leo Fender designed 
the electric guitar and electric bass that 

… The Beatles, …
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Penguins &  
Polar Bears
Written by Alicia Klepeis
Illustrated by Grace Helmer

We all know that polar bears and penguins never meet 
(except in zoos), but what else do you know about the 
Arctic and the Antarctic regions?

Did you know that Antarctica is not just the coldest, but also the driest continent on 
Earth? Have you ever wondered how a polar bear stays warm in the Arctic? Sitting 
on the most extreme North and South Poles are two of our planet’s most mysterious 
regions, but what similarities and differences do they share?

Penguins & Polar Bears explores the incredible geography of both regions, reveals how 
polar bears and penguins survive, and introduces the  explorers who dared to travel 
into these unknown spots on Earth.

“A wide-angled view of two forbidding but far from deserted climes.”
KIRKUS REVIEWS

Author of over 100 
 children’s books, 
 Alicia  Klepeis joins  forces 
with Little Gestalten 
again after the success 
of Animal Allstars.

Illustrator Grace Helmer 
reaches beyond her every-
day view to create light-
toned landscapes. She uses 
strong brush strokes to 
create her rich, ethereal oil 
illustrations. 

Recommended for: Ages 9 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 96 pages, 20,5 × 26 cm
character count incl. spaces 110.300

Price: € 19.90 (D) £ 16.95 $ 24.95 (US)
ISBN: 978-3-89955-133-4

>  Rights sold into Korean, Simplified Chinese  
and Faroese

Who Invented  
This?
Written by Anne Ameri-Siemens
Illustrated by Becky Thorns

Investigating how some of history’s greatest makers,  
creators, and ideas helped shape the world of today.

Who invented the car, the light bulb, or the jeans you are wearing right now? The things 
that surround us didn’t just appear out of nowhere, they were conceived by talented 
inventors, scientists, and engineers. While some creations were the result of teamwork 
and a long time in the lab, others happened by accident. Who Invented This? is a visual 
journey for children that shows how groundbreaking masters from the past connect 
with modern technology, culture, and medicine. Expect over 30 inventions and inventors 
presented through striking illustrations.

Making her children’s 
 literature debut, 
Anne Ameri- Siemens is 
using her  experience as 
an author and  journalist. 
She  previously worked 
for Frankfurter  Allgemeine 

 Sonntagszeitung, SZMagazin, and German 
television networks.

Becky Thorns is the 
 talented illustrator 
behind our  acclaimed 
title The World of Whales. 
She graduated from 
Falmouth University with 
a Fine Art degree in 2015 

and now specializes in children’s illustration, 
literary themed works, and calligraphic lettering.
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This is how the pictures created 
by Hindus look from 0 to 9:

Gradually, these symbols spread 
to the Middle East and beyond, 
and were transformed into this:

Each culture that used them 
adapted the way the numerals 
were written:

Eventually they became the 
numerals we use today. They are 
known as Hindu-Arabic numerals: 

Try looking at the columns from top to bottom.  
Can you see the gradual evolution of each numeral?

Arabic 
1,200 years ago
until today

Medieval
Europe 
900 years ago

From 0 to 9: the set of 10 symbols 
we use as numbers today

While the Romans stuck to their counting boards, people elsewhere in the 
world continued to develop number systems that helped them count, weigh, 
and measure things quickly and accurately. About 1,500 years ago in India, 

mathematicians created a set of 10 symbols, to represent the numbers  
0 to 9. The big invention by the Indians was the 0, which gave void a number—
imagine no sweets in a bowl. This number system is called the decimal system 

and quickly became very popular.

These symbols weren’t based on tally marks or sticks, they were just images, in 
the same way that an “a” is an abstract symbol that represents the sound “ah.”

Hindu 
1,500 years ago  
until today

Seven digits can show the 
number of people in a city.

And 10 digits can show the number 
of people in the world. 

Two digits can show the number 
of children in your class.

Three digits can show 
the number of pupils in 

your school.

Five digits can show the 
number of people in a 

football stadium.

If you tried to write the world’s 
population using tally marks, the 
line would stretch 76 km (47 mi)! 

Not very practical.

Hindu-Arabic numerals are now used almost all over the world. 
Here is why: these 10 digits can be used to write any number 

you can think of, no matter how big it is. 

Western
World 
today

3534

Sun and summer, night and winter:  
the origin of time and calendars
Having invented numbers to keep track of objects, people also had to 
come up with ways of keeping track of time. They did so by observing 
the regular changes that occur in the natural world: the rising and 
setting of the Sun every day; blooming flowers in spring, red and yellow 
leaves on the trees in fall; animals hibernating during the cold of winter.

People have always been interested in the changing seasons because 
they needed to know the right times for planting and harvesting 
crops. But those natural signs were not foolproof. A warmer 
winter might trick a farmer into planting crops too early.  
If the new seedlings were then killed by frost, it could lead 
to famine. As civilizations grew, people needed a much 
more reliable way to track what time of year it was.

The calendar we use today developed slowly 
over the past 5,000 years. To understand 
its roots, we have to look at the different 
calendars developed by earlier civilizations.

Shortlisted 
for Deutscher 

Jugend
literaturpreis 

2021
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New York & 
Atlantic Railway
The Railroad that 
Supplies New York City

New York City is famous for its vast and 
complicated subway system, but there’s 
one train line operating there that 
most New Yorkers have never heard of—
the New York & Atlantic Railway. Instead 
of carrying people, its trains transport 
important goods around the city.

In the early morning, big shipping 
containers full of goods are loaded 
onto barges at the port in Jersey City.

Once the containers are safely on board, the ships carry them 
across New York Bay, past the Statue of Liberty and the 
other boats, to the New York & Atlantic Railway terminal on 
the Brooklyn waterfront, at the west end of Long Island.

Country: the United States

Length: 270 miles (435 kilometers)

Main stops: Brooklyn, Long Island

Started operating: 1997

Famous for: carrying goods 

that make the big city safer 

and more enjoyable
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Trans-Siberian 
Railway
Crossing Asia on the World’s 
Longest Train Route

The Trans-Siberian Railway is a very 
famous railway, mainly because it is the 
longest train route in the world—more 
than 5,000 miles (8,047 kilometers), 
almost twice as wide as the United States! 
In addition to carrying travelers, the 
Trans-Siberian is part of a very important 
freight corridor for transporting goods 
from the Far East into Europe and vice versa.

Siberia, the region that the train crosses and gives the 

line its name, is famously vast and very empty. Few people 

live there, and for much of Russian history it was a very 

difficult region to travel through. So, at the end of the 

19th century, Tsar Nicholas II, the ruler of Russia, decreed 

that a railway should be built to span that distance, 

allowing people and goods to travel more freely across the 

country. Imagine living in such a big, cold place with so few 

people — the railway must have changed the lives of the locals 

so much when it was first built, connecting them to the rest 

of the country and the world.

The railway plays an important role in the life and 
economy of Russia and her neighboring countries. 
In Moscow, the capital of Russia, freight containers 
are unloaded from trains that travel on this route; 
some are bound for warehouses in the city, others 
travel further on by truck, boat, or another train.

The map shows how the train travels all the way 
across Russia. It also has extensions into the 
countries of China, Mongolia, and North Korea.

Country: Russia

Length: 5,772 miles (9,289 kilometers)

Main stops: Moscow, Vladivostok

Built: 1891 —  19
16

Famous for: being the longest train 

route in the world

YAROSLAVL
MOSCOW

YEKATERINBURG KHABAROVSK
VLADIVOSTOK

IRKUTSK

TAYSHET
ULAN-UDE

BIROBIDZHAN

CHITA

NOVOSIBIRSK

KRASNOYARSK

KIROV
PERM

TYUMEN

OMSK

NON-FICTION

Recommended for: Ages 8 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 64 pages, 24 × 28 cm
character count incl. spaces 50.100

Price: € 19.90 (D) £ 16.95 $ 24.95 (US)
ISBN: 978-3-89955-820-3

>  Rights sold into Korean, 
Simplified Chinese, Polish, Slovak, Russian

In Great Numbers
Written by Isabel Thomas,  
Robert Klanten, Maria-Elisabeth Niebius,  
and Raphael Honigstein
Illustrated by Daniela Olejníková

In Great Numbers introduces children to the fascinating 
world of numbers and explains how they help us in our 
daily life.

Imagine a world without numbers. How would we ask for three scoops of ice cream?  
Or know whether we’ve got 60 minutes left to play with our friends rather than  
60 seconds? Why does a  minute have 60 seconds anyway and not 100? Where does 
zero come from and what language do computers understand? Without the wonderful 
invention of numbers how would we be able to count, measure, and compare?

Over the centuries, people have conceived more and more clever ways to use numbers 
to understand the world around us. In Great Numbers is a fun book that will help children 
realize how fascinating and fun numbers can be.

“A helpful addition to libraries that need attractive books on numbers and the value of mathematics.” 
SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL

Isabel Thomas studied  
Human Sciences at 
 Oxford University and  
has published over 
150 books for children 
and young adults. 

Raphael Honigstein is a 
 renowned journalist and 
 writer. The Big Book of 
 Treasures was his first 
 children’s book with 
 Little Gestalten. 

Slovakian illustrator  
Daniela Oljekníková is  
passionate about screen-
printing and linocut and 
has illustrated more than 
20 titles for junior readers.

Recommended for: Ages 8 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 72 pages, 24 × 28 cm
character count incl. spaces 46.140

Price: € 19.90 (D) £ 16.95 $ 24.95 (US)
ISBN: 978-3-89955-845-6

>  Rights sold into Korean, French,  
Simplified Chinese

NON-FICTION

Tales of the Rails
Written by Nathaniel “Natty” Adams
Illustrated by Ryan Johnson

Embark on a visual journey through train travel’s rich 
history and embrace the sense of adventure as the world 
whizzes by.

This non-fiction title tells Tales of the Rails. Featuring 13 impressive train routes from 
around the globe, we learn about Japan’s record-breaking bullet train, then slow down 
a little to experience an overnight journey on one of Britain’s last sleeper carriages. 
Studying where and why these routes exist, and discovering facts about the people that 
keep the engines running, this fully illustrated book is a nostalgic ode to the golden age 
of train travel.

Nathaniel “Natty” Adams 
is a writer, custom suit 
maker, and also a long-term 
train travel enthusiast, he  
is transfering that passion 
into his first children’s book. 

Ryan Johnson lives in  
Oakland, California, where 
he paints, draws, and 
moves pixels. His clients 
include NPR, Bloomberg 
Business-week, Smithsonian, 
and Boston Globe. 

“Geography, history, engineering, and trains—all in one elegant package.”
KIRKUS REVIEWS
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THE RED
is tomato sauce.

Raffaele Esposito cooked several pizzas, 
and the one that Queen Margherita liked 
best was green, white, and red—the colors 
of the Italian flag!

THE DOUGH
is made with 

flour, water, yeast, 
and salt.

THE CRUST
is soft and 

elastic—easy to fold.

THE WHITE
is mozzarella 

cheese.

Margherita, Margherita,
Everyone heats her and eats her.
Instead of being a powerful queen,
She’s now a much-loved pizza.

PIZZA FOR A QUEEN

The crunchy 
crust is 1 to 2 cm 
(0.4 to 0.8 in.) thick.

The thickness of 
the central part 
is  approximately 
0.25 cm (0.1 in.).

The chef has only 10 seconds 
to put on the toppings. Pizza 
Margherita is baked in a wood 
oven at a temperature of up 
to 485 °C (905 °F).

It takes just 60 to 90 seconds 
to cook! The pizza is served 
piping hot. It is best to eat it 
straight from the oven.

The diameter 
is a maximum 
of 35 cm (14 in.).

THE GREEN
is basil.

BOX PIZZA 
The owner of a pizzeria in 

Brooklyn noticed that some 
customers ordered their pizza 

in a box, then ate it in the 
restaurant and threw the box 

away. So he made a 
box that is a pizza in itself.

This one is special because the chefs 
use ingredients that are grown in one 

 particular American state. Can you guess 
which one? Here’s a clue: it begins with 

“C” and rhymes with “didn’t I warn ya?”
Yeah! This one is called CALIFORNIA.

24K
is a luxury pizza covered with 

edible 24-karat gold that costs 
2,000 dollars. The gold gives 

the pizza a shiny wow effect but 
adds no flavor. Don’t you prefer 
the liquid gold called olive oil?

HAWAIIAN PIZZA 
was invented by a Mr. Panopoulos 
in 1962, using ham and  pineapple. 

He lived in Canada, so why Hawaiian? 
Because that’s where the  pineapple 

came from. People said he couldn’t mix 
sour and sweet. People were wrong! 

It’s one of the most popular 
pizzas in the world.

CAPRICCIOSA 
“Capriccio” is Italian for 

“whim.” And “whim” 
means whatever you like. 
It’s a pizza potpourri and 

usually comes with artichoke, 
 mushrooms, and ham.

PIZZAS FROM 
AROUND THE WORLD

There are different tastes east, west, north, south,
But there’s a topping for every mouth!

Important Ingredients

Olive oil is good for your 
skin! You’ll need it for 
dressings and frying.

Make sure your fruit bowl 
is filled with tasty things—
pineapples, apples, pears, 
or bananas.

There are some basic ingredients 
you should always have at home, 
but going to a grocery store or a 
farmers’ market on the weekend 
can be a lot of fun, as there are 
usually lots of new foods to 
discover. Just pick the items 
you think look the most 
interesting! Here are some  
of the things you’ll need for 
the recipes in this book, as 
well as a few handy tips 
for the best way to store 
food at home. There are different 

kinds of both—try 
some out and see 
how different your 
food tastes.

Eggs are used in  
all kinds of sweet  
and savory dishes.

Salt and pepper bring 
every dish to life. 
Most of the time you 
just need a pinch 
of each, and then 
the magic happens!

You’ll need vegetables in all 
colors and shapes. They’re 
full of vitamins and give you 
the energy you need to play 
and have fun.

Leave a banana or an 

apple right next to 

an avocado if you want 

the avocado to ripen 

more quickly.

Putting an apple in your bag 

of potatoes helps the potatoes 

stay fresh for longer.

If you turn your pineapple 

upside down, the juice from 

the bottom will be distributed 

through the entire fruit.

Put your sprigs of herbs, such 

as parsley, basil, or dill, 

in a glass of water and store 

them in the refrigerator. This will  

keep them going for longer.

Flour and sugar 
are needed 
for many sweet 
recipes.
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Kitchen Essentials

A baking sheet for large 
batches of cookies or for 

when you’re making pizza.

Scales, to measure 
precise quantities 
of each ingredient—
especially important 
when it comes 
to desserts.

Measuring cups in different sizes for dry 
ingredients such as flour and sugar.

A chopping board for cutting 
up fruit and vegetables.

Bowls in various sizes.

Parchment paper helps to 

prevent food from sticking 

to the baking sheet.

Jars can be used for 
storing ingredients and 
spices. You can also 
use them to carry treats 
to your picnics.

A blender chops all types of nuts 
and veggies. You can also use it 
when you’re making smoothies.

A hand mixer is super- 
easy to use and it makes  
batter smooth in seconds.

You can create many different recipes with just a few basic utensils. 
Have a look through the things you have at home and check with 
an adult which ones are safe for you to use by yourself and the ones 
you’ll need help with. Here are your best friends in the kitchen …

2

3

4
5

6

7

8

9

1

1 A sieve.
2 A big wooden spoon.
3  A pastry brush for 

spreading butter 
and glazes on food.

4  A knife, which should be 
sharp, as a blunt one is 
more dangerous when 
you’re working with food.

5  A grater for shredding 
hard cheese or veggies such 
as carrots and zucchini.

6  A rolling pin to help 
flatten out your dough.

7  A frying pan for cooking 
up sweet and savory treats.

8   Two different types 
of spatula.

9  A hand whisk  
can be used  
for dry and wet 
ingredients. 
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CRAFT

Recommended for: Ages 5 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 56 pages, 21 × 26 cm
character count incl. spaces 33.445

Price: € 14.90 (D) £ 12.95 $ 19.95 (US)
ISBN: 978-3-89955-148-8

> Rights sold into Korean

Tasty Treats
Written by Adina Chitu
Illustrated by Elenia Beretta

Tasty Treats invites children to cook tasty and healthy 
food by themselves.

Imagine a tower of fluffy pancakes topped with fresh fruit, or ice cream melting on 
your tongue, maybe even the delight of unbaked chocolate balls. Alongside savory  
recipes for simple sandwiches, rainbow-colored salads, a refreshing zesty lemonade, 
and other classic childhood favorites, Tasty Treats offers a fun way to prepare and 
present food and become the head chef —with just a little help from the adults.

As a follow-up to the successful Little Gestalten titles Easy Peasy and Let’s Play Outdoors, 
this book shows simple and fun ways for children to use their time creatively.

“Watercolor illustrations and well-chosen typeface make this an attractive, tastefully designed book 
for browsing and daydreaming as well as for getting busy in the kitchen.”
KIRKUS REVIEWS

Adina Chitu is a food photo-
grapher and food stylist 
based in Bucharest, Romania. 
Her blog “Pancake Planet” 
 illustrates her passion for food. 
Tasty Treats is her first book.

Elenia Beretta is an Italian 
illustrator living in Berlin. 
Elenia has worked on several 
kids books already, available 
in French and Italian. She also 
illustrated  Little  Gestalten’s 
We Love Pizza.

Recommended for: Ages 5 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 40 pages, 21 × 26 cm
character count incl. spaces 5.000

Price: € 14.90 (D) £ 12.95 $ 19.95 (US)
ISBN: 978-3-96704-705-9

> worldwide rights available

NON-FICTION

We Love Pizza
by Elenia Beretta

Who doesn’t like pizza? This book gives an entertaining 
introduction to the dish which connects the world.

Life does not work without pizza. Learn about the beginnings in Naples and how it 
conquered the bellies of the world—as many cultures and countries have their own 
interpretation of it. We Love Pizza delivers the full box including different types of 
pizza from Italy to North America—including a slice of migration history—, different 
toppings from classic to surprisingly strange combinations, different ways of eating a 
pizza over to places you can eat it, concluding with the fact, that no -matter what pizza 
you like most, the tastiest is the one you share with your friends and family. 

Elenia Beretta is an Italian 
illustrator living in Berlin. 
She studied Editorial 
 Illustration in Milan and 
works for  clients like 
Vogue, New York Times, 
Süddeutsche Zeitung, 

or Elle Magazine, creates illustrations for cloth-
ing, hosts workshops and is the Co-founder of 
Drawing Nights Berlin. 
She illustrated food books and children’s books 
for Rizzoli Editore and is one of the illustrators 
for the 3 Volumes of Good Night Stories for Rebel 
Girls. After Tasty Treats this is her second book 
with Little Gestalten.
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Make Seed Balls
A seed ball is like a magical ball that you can 
use to grow flowers anywhere! It’s a hard, dry 
ball of clay and compost with flower seeds 
in it. You can put your seed ball anywhere 
you like—then just wait for rain. When a big 

rainstorm comes, the water melts the clay 
and releases the seeds into the ground. 
In a month or two, you will get a burst of 
new flowers. And don’t forget, more flowers 
also means more food for pollinators! 

Sieve your compost into your bucket, 
as it needs to be very fine. Put the big 
leftover bits on your garden.

Add an equal amount of clay to the bucket 
so you have a half-clay, half-compost mix. 
If you’re using modeling clay, squish it 
up first with a little water—just enough 
to make it soft. 

Mix all the ingredients around and add little 
splashes of water until the mix is sticky 
enough to roll into balls. 

Take a small portion of the mix and 
roll it into a ball between your hands. 
A ball about the size of a cherry is 
good! Put the ball on a tray to dry, and 
then repeat. The seed balls will store 
for many months. 

Place or throw the seed balls where you 
would like flowers to grow. Be mindful of the 
season. Wait for rain and cross your fingers! 

3
You Will Need

Add your flower seeds 
to the bucket. One handful 
of seeds for two cups of the 
clay-compost mix is good, 
but you can use as little or 
as many seeds as you like. 

4

5

21

6

Powdered or 

modeling clay
Compost

A kitchen sieve

A jug of water
A bucket

Flower seeds

Did you 
know that some plants 

like living together and some 
plants do not? Some plants grow 
stronger and bigger when placed 

next to each other and others don’t. 
Planting friends together is called 

“companion planting.” Planting some 
vegetables next to each other can 

even make them taste better!

When harvesting green things like 
spinach or herbs, snip the leaves off with garden 

scissors so that you don’t damage the roots by 
pulling out part of the plant. This will allow the 

leaves to grow back, which means more food!  
But when harvesting things like carrots or radishes, 

pull out the whole plant. Try to make sure the  
soil on them falls onto the garden, not your  

kitchen sink or floor!

Flower Friends

Bestseller
And

Winner Of The 
Silver Junior  
Design Award

A costume chest full of  
dress-up delight!
Got half a day to fill? Gather together some old clothes and 
accessories to create a costume collection that will let you become 
a whole new character at the drop of a hat—literally! You can also 
dip into it when you feel like making daily tasks more interesting. 
Tidy your room in a tiara or as a fairy! Do the dishes as a tiger!  
Get your homework done dressed as a pirate! 

 Ask your grandma for old 
dresses, your grandpa for big 

shirts, your parents for funky 

T-shirts, old-school denim, 

shoes … and check all drawers! 

 Make sure you  find plenty of fun accessories, too, like necklaces, scarves, rings, hats, and even eyewear to help give your outfits some extra pizzazz.

 Why not take parts  

of old costumes—

perhaps from last 

Halloween—and give 

them new life as part 

of a totally new look?

 Find something to keep everything  in, like an old trunk or crate. You could also create your own personal chest using a cardboard box and paint.
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Shapes on the move You will need
•  several pieces  

of white paper
•  a pencil
• a glue stick
•  black card
•  scissors
•  tape
•  wooden skewers or straws
•  an empty cardboard box

Become an actor, writer, director—and even stage 
designer—all in one go! Create the characters and  
scenery for your very own theater and then act out  
your shadow-bound stories for family and friends.

1 Draw your characters and the 
stage props on the white paper. 
No need for details—just draw 
their outlines. 

2 Glue the white paper onto 
some of the black card.  
Cut out each character / prop 
so that you now have shadow-
figure versions of them. 

4 Taking the cardboard box, tape 
together the flaps at both ends. 
Then, cut a rectangle shape out 
of the center of both of the large 
sides, leaving a border of about  
2 cm at the edges. 

5 Take another piece of white 
paper and, if necessary, cut  
it so that it’s the size of the 
large sides of the box. Using 
tape, attach it to the inside 
of the box.

6 Using some more black card, 
create some environment 
pieces for your “stage,” such  
as trees, buildings, or clouds. 
Glue these to your white 
screen on the inside of the box. 

7 Put a lamp behind you so that it’s directed  
at your screen, turn off the lights in the room, 
and you are ready to go! Take the figures you 
made in steps 1 to 3 and start performing your 
theatrical masterpiece. 

3 Attach a wooden skewer  
or straw onto the white  
side of each one using tape. 

Tip!
If you put your shadow theater on a table and stand behind it, you’ll be able to move your figures around with ease.
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CRAFT

An introduction to easy gardening so you can grow  
everywhere and anywhere.

Whether you live in the city or the countryside, there are plenty of places you can plant 
and grow. For a new generation of green fingers there are different ways to bring 
nature into the home. Make your own pots, build balcony boxes, create your own bird 
feeders and even get friendly with worms!

Each activity has been carefully written by Kirsten Bradley, a leading practitioner in 
permaculture for kids and co-founder of the Milkwood permaculture farm in Australia. 
The simple steps and beautiful spot illustrations make activities fun and easy to follow. 
The book also features non-activity spreads explaining the importance of why and how 
nature works. Aitch’s folkloric illustrations pay  ho  mage to vintage botanical books 
while giving each page a sense of modern magic.

“The authors’ wide-eyed enthusiasm is infectious.”
PUBLISHERS WEEKLY

Kirsten Bradley is the founder 
of the Milkwood permaculture 
farm in Australia. Kirsten, her  
husband Nick, and a team of 
educators specialize in courses 
and workshops about sustain-
able growth and living. She 

has previously co-authored an adult book on perma-
culture and gardening.  

Aitch is a Romanian artist 
whose work is rooted in nature, 
folklore and fantasy. Her daring 
patterns, bold colors and quirky 
characters have seen her work 
across a range of products 
including wallpapers, playing 

cards, ceramics, textiles and books. Her impressive 
repertoire of clients includes L’Occitane, O2, Elle, and 
Penguin Random House. 

Recommended for: Ages 5 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 56 pages, 21 × 26 cm
character count incl. spaces 27.600

Price: € 14.90 (D) £ 12.95 $ 19.95 (US)
ISBN: 978-3-89955-824-1

>  Rights sold into Catalan, Czech, French,  
Korean, Norwegian, Simplified Chinese, Spanish,  
Polish, Dutch, Faroese

Easy Peasy
Written by Kirsten Bradley
Illustrated by Aitch

CRAFT

Recommended for: Ages 5 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 48 pages, 21 × 26 cm
character count incl. spaces 31.100

Price: € 14.90 (D) £ 12.95 $ 19.95 (US)
ISBN: 978-3-96704-713-4

> Rights sold into Korean, Simplified Chinese

Let’s Play Indoors!

Written by Ryan Eyers
Illustrated by Rachel Victoria Hillis

A playful exploration of the great indoors.

For children, the world is their playground! But sometimes the world is encased by four 
walls, so it’s time to get creative: Let’s Play Indoors! offers imaginative and resourceful 
ways to keep kids amused and inspired with games, crafts, and home-styled costumes 
inside the house. This book encourages children to take the lead in deciding how to 
spend their time and is a perfect companion for rainy days or periods spent offline. 
With simple instructions on how to make paper masks and costumes as well as tips on 
how to wow friends and family with a shadow puppet performance, Let’s Play Indoors! 
ensures that time spent inside is never wasted.

Ryan Eyers is a  writer, 
 translator, editor, and 
 language teacher. 
He also  really, really loves 
DIY and craft activities! 

British Illustrator 
Rachel  Victoria Hillis makes 
botanical -infused illustrations 
with a playful focus on 
design and modern gardening. 
She hopes to positively inspire 
other people to appreciate 
the world around them.
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The next day, Sun made a very special kite: 

a giant Polka-Dot Snake.

It was so big that Polka-Dot Snake could spot it 

from the orchard. His heart skipped a beat when 

he saw his gigantic self up there in the air, its tail 

f luttering in the wind.

Sun and Shiro let the kite f ly along for a while, 

hoping to meet their new friend again soon.
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Tree Stories

Count the Rings
Each ring has a light part and  
a dark part. One ring marks a 
year of growing in the tree’s life. 
You can count the rings to find 
out how old the tree was.

Read the Story 
A wide ring means the tree grew  
a lot that year. There must have  
been plenty of sun and rain.

This ring is the 
tree’s first year. 

 
Trees can live for 
thousands of years! 
The oldest tree is 
more than 5,000 

years old!

 
Mmmm! 

The older  
the better.

I̓ m going  
to count my 

rings!

Growing Older
Every year a tree grows another layer of bark 
around its trunk. These layers are the rings 
that you can see in a tree stump.

A narrow ring means the tree did not 
grow much. Perhaps it was too dry or 
not very sunny that year. Or maybe 
hungry bugs ate lots of its leaves.

•  Whenever you see  
a tree stump, have  
a go at counting  
the rings.

•  Write down the age  
of each one you find. 

 

This black scar is where a forest 
fire burned the tree one year.

Did you know that every tree has the story 
of its life written right through its center?  
Find a tree stump and learn to read its rings!
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1.   Collect lots of sticks, 
then get into two 
teams—Trackers and 
Trailers. Each team 
needs at least two 
people. 

2.   Choose a tree as base 
camp in the park or 
woods where you are 
playing. This is where 
everyone returns to. 

3.   The Trackers wait at 
base camp, shut their 
eyes, and count to  
100 while the Trailers 
set off.

 

You will need:  
•  Some straight sticks 
•  A long ribbon or scarf

Tracking with Sticks

4.   The Trailers lay a trail  
of sticks on the ground  
in the shape of arrows  
to point the way.  They 
then hide and wait to  
be found.

5.   The Trackers follow  
the arrows to discover 
their friends’ hiding spot. 
Once discovered, the 
teams swap and the 
game starts again. 

Head for some woods with a group of friends and 
play a game of hide-and-seek with sticks. Work in 
teams to leave a trail or be tracked down.
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13, 14, 15 …

Try making these tracking 
signs with your sticks: 

not this wayturn left

turn right end of trail

 
Tie a ribbon around the base camp tree so everyone can  find it.

Hi, my name’s Penny. Nice to 
meet you! 

I’m a mirror and I come from a 
long line of mirrors.

There was my great, great, great grandmother 
who hung out with an Evil Queen.

“Magic mirror on 
the wall, who is 
the fairest of them 
all?” asked the Evil 
Queen. 

“My Queen, you’re 
in the top two. 
Let’s just leave it at 
that,” replied my 
mirror ancestor.

PICTURE BOOK

Penny, the Mirror
Written by Dave Bell
Illustrated by Martin Nicolausson 

Mirrors know it best: everybody is unique 
and special in their own way.

Recommended for: Ages 4 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 32 pages, 19 × 28 cm
character count incl. spaces 5.800
Price: € 14.90 £ 12.95 $ 19.95

ISBN: 978-3-96704-721-9

> worldwide rights available

Sun and Shiro and  
the Polka-Dot Snake
by Hiyoko Imai

Fresh apples, curious fruit-loving creatures, 
and a great friendship—this is a picture 
book for all tastes.

Recommended for: Ages 3 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 36 pages, 15 × 21 cm
character count incl. spaces 6.500
Price: € 12.90 £ 9.95 $ 16.95

ISBN: 978-3-96704-709-7

> worldwide rights available

Recommended for: Ages 5 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 56 pages, 21 × 26 cm
character count incl. spaces 29.700

Price: € 14.90 (D) £ 12.95 $ 19.95 (US)
ISBN: 978-3-89955-843-2

>   Rights sold into Korean, 
Simplified Chinese, Czech, Polish

Let’s Play  
Outdoors!
Written by Catherine Ard
Illustrated by Carla McRae
Research by Polly Jarman

A book that encourages children to go and play outside and 
discover what nature has to offer.

Leave the house and roam into the nature: It is a fascinating place, waiting to be 
conquered by little ones with curious minds. Whether in the garden, park, or a 
nearby forest, a closer look at nature will draw out budding architects, their first 
constructions built from stones, branches, and leaves; a thorough investigation 
of trees will reveal all kinds of insects; and listening to the animals around will 
teach their sounds. Let’s Play Outdoors! is for a new generation of environmentally 
 conscious children, showing them how to interact with their surroundings in 
a meaningful way. The activities suggested inspire independent learning about 
animals, plants, and the weather, as well as how to look after the world.

“A solid, accessible reference book that is fun to peruse.”
KIRKUS REVIEWS

Catherine Ard’s first job 
after her studies was writing 
children’s comics. Since 
then, she has written and 
edited many craft books for 
children. She lives in Bristol 
with her family. 

Carla McRae is an Australian 
illustrator living and work-
ing in Melbourne. Her work 
covers editorial, publishing, 
and branding. She also likes 
to design socks and paints 
large-scale mural projects. 

Polly Jarman has worked 
for many years with young 
people through environmen-
tal education and outdoor 
activity projects.

CRAFT
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But back in his box Garbage Dog opens his paw,
And scatters some crumbs down onto the floor.
He smiles at the mice, now sat by his feet,
“Don’t worry, little friends … here’s something to eat”

So I went to ask the ocean. It was huge 
and covered most of the planet, perhaps 
it would know where I should go ? 

Clara and Luca sometimes run 
into each other on the path, but 
Luca’s path is not Clara’s path. 

Luca’s aliens and Clara’s ants don’t 
speak the same language yet.

Everybody goes to sleep. Some like to take a nap during the day, some sleep 
through the night. Some need a lot of space, some curl up into little balls. 

Some listen to stories that carry them into the land of dreams. Sleeping 
recharges your energy so you’re ready to conquer the world the next day.

PICTURE BOOK

Garbage Dog
Written by Robbie Wilkinson
Illustrated by Eleni Kalorkoti

A heartwarming tale about a dog that 
makes his way from the streets to a new 
home, discovering the true meaning 
of  family and friendship along the way.

Recommended for: Ages 5 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 32 pages, 22 × 29 cm
character count incl. spaces 5.083
Price: € 14.90 £ 12.95 $ 19.95

ISBN: 978-3-89955-832-6

> worldwide rights available

Goliath
by Ximo Abadía

A story about finding your place in the world.

Recommended for: Ages 4 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 40 pages, 21 × 33 cm
character count incl. spaces 2.873
Price: € 14.90 £ 12.95 $ 19.95

ISBN: 978-3-89955-826-5

>  Rights sold into Catalan, Complex 
Chinese, French, Korean, Spanish

PICTURE BOOK

The Path
Written by Reif Larsen
Illustrated by Marine Schneider

In an ever-evolving world, the only thing 
to count on is change.

Recommended for: Ages 3 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 32 pages, 19 × 28 cm
character count incl. spaces 4.000
Price: € 14.90 £ 12.95 $ 19.95

ISBN: 978-3-96704-707-3

> worldwide rights available

You and Me and Everybody Else
by Marcos Farina

This charming picture book builds bridges 
between you and me and everybody else.

Recommended for: Ages 3 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 32 pages, 19 × 28 cm
character count incl. spaces 4.950
Price: € 14.90 £ 12.95 $ 19.95

ISBN: 978-3-89955-855-5

>  Rights sold into Korean, French, 
Portuguese, Spanish, Dutch, 
Norwegian
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All this play was attracting unwanted attention.  
And with a sudden crack, the ground shattered.  
Aia screamed and slipped back.  
The ice broke away.

Tattoo Artist 
My sister Tallulah is a tattoo artist. With a teeny-tiny needle, she draws pretty patterns, 
frightening faces, and animated animals on all parts of people’s bodies—from enormous 
backs to tiny toes. Her shop is full of pictures. 

Mechanical Engineer 
Grandma Rebecca designs robots. Her talents lie in working with the smallest bits and 
pieces and putting them together. She creates high-tech machines to do what humans 
can’t, or what we might need help with. She works in a lab and tests the models to 
check they are safe.

Ewan may be very large
But there is more to him than that,
Like his unfounded fear of mice
And his favorite brick red hat. 

The other elephants all may smile
And congratulate him on his feat,
But Ewan cannot take his eyes from
The mouse standing boldly in the street.

PICTURE BOOK

Recommended for: Ages 3 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 32 pages, 21 × 29 cm,
character count incl. spaces 4.450
Price: € 14.90 £ 12.95 $ 19.95

ISBN: 978-3-89955-784-8

> Rights sold into French

Recommended for: Ages 3 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 32 pages, 21 × 29 cm,
character count incl. spaces 8.700
Price: € 14.90 £ 12.95 $ 19.95

ISBN: 978-3-89955-799-2

> Rights sold into Catalan, Spanish

Recommended for: Ages 3 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 48 pages, 27 × 37 cm,
character count incl. spaces 7.980
Price: € 19.90 £ 16.95 $ 24.95

ISBN: 978-3-89955-777-0

>  Rights sold into Catalan, French, 
Italian, Spanish

Recommended for: Ages 3 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 32 pages, 23 × 26 cm,
character count incl. spaces 4.400
Price: € 14.90 £ 12.95 $ 19.95

ISBN: 978-3-89955-816-6

>  Rights sold into Dutch, French, 
Italian, Korean

PICTURE BOOK

The Children and the Whale
by Daniel Frost

A tale of adventure, beauty and kinship  
in the magic of the arctic circle.

What Do Grown-Ups  
Do All Day?
Illustrated by Dawid Ryski

Introduce children to a world of possibilities 
beyond traditional roles of who they can be 
and what they can do.

All My Animals
Illustrated by Dawid Ryski
Written by Lauren Napier

Animals paired with accessories elicit 
smiles and  bestow knowledge in this 
larger-than-life volume with charismatic 
poster-sized illustrations. 

My Four Seasons
Illustrated by Dawid Ryski
Written by Amy Visram

Winter. Spring. Summer. Autumn. My Four 
Seasons follows a charming protagonist 
through the change of seasons illuminating 
the beauty in nature’s cycles. 
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Imagine that each bite of your dinner is floating 
inside a glass of water. To eat that bite, you 
must first gulp down the full glass, then spit out 
everything that is not food. Now imagine that 
each glass of water is as big as your whole body, 
and you’ll have an idea of what it’s like to be a 
hungry humpback.

Fish surprise
A humpback whale will also sometimes 
use its huge tail to smack the surface of  the 
water over a school of fish. Then it turns 
and lunges through them. The shock may 
startle the fish, causing them to group 
together more tightly.

Mighty mouths
Baleen whales such as humpbacks and 
bowheads are powerful filter feeders. 
They have special fringed bristles, called 
baleen plates, which hang down from 
their giant upper jaws. A baleen whale 
can open its huge mouth extra-wide 
as it lunges forward to gulp its fishy meal.

When the whale closes its jaws, water 
is forced out through the baleen plates. 
The small fish or krill remain trapped 
inside the whale’s mouth.

This is called filter feeding, and it’s hard 
work. Humpback whales have come up 
with some tricks to help to make sure 
each watery mouthful is packed full of prey.

Did you know?

Baleen is made 
of a tough, 

bendy material 
called keratin. 

So are your hair 
and fingernails.

Scraping the bottom
Some types of fish form wide, shallow 
schools, like mats, close to the ocean 
floor. To catch them, whales such as gray 
whales and humpbacks dive deep and 
then roll sideways before opening their 
mouths. These whales often have scars 
on their heads and jaws from scraping 
along the rough seabed.

Bubble trouble
Humpback whales have learned to use 
bubbles to trap fish. They work on their 
own or team up with other whales to 
make their catch.

This is how it happens: The whales 
surround a school of fish. One whale 
dives down and then swims upwards, 
spiraling around the fish while blowing 
a steady stream of bubbles.

Another whale, waiting below, makes 
a high-pitched call. The sound drives 
the fish up into the bubble net.

At the same time, other whales circle the 
school, herding the fish into the net of 
bubbles. The rising bubbles surround the 
fish and push them together.

As the bubble net reaches the surface, the 
whales lunge up through the ball of fish 
and break the water’s surface in a huge 
tangle of gaping mouths.

Baleen Filter
Feeding

Shortlisted  
For The  

IOA Award  
2020

Long ago people believed gods lived inside 
cherry trees. When the trees came into 
blossom, people gathered underneath to  
have a party. They blessed the year’s harvest, 
announced the beginning of the rice-planting 
season, and welcomed spring. This old 
custom, called Hanami, means “flower 
viewing,” and it still happens today. 

Cherry Blossom 
Festival

HANAMI 

Onigiri
This is a favorite dish for picnics. Onigiri  
are rice balls made into interesting shapes.

Mochi
Mochi is a sweet rice cake. Sakura mochi  
are filled with red bean paste and wrapped  
in a salted cherry blossom leaf.

Sakura snacks
Sakura means “cherry 
blossom.” During Hanami, 
there are many sakura-
flavored snacks and drinks.

JAPAN

What’s bento?
Bento is a decorated box 
used for a packed lunch. It 
takes time and care to make 
the food for a bento box 
because it can be arranged 
to look like animals, people, 
or even cartoon characters.

Japan is a country made up of islands, so 
there’s plenty of fresh fish to eat. One of 
Japan’s most popular dishes is sushi. This 
dish is made from sticky rice and other 
ingredients such as seafood or vegetables 
which are sometimes wrapped in seaweed. 
Sushi chefs can spend their whole lives 

learning to perfect the delicate art  
of making pretty and colorful sushi 
that is full of interesting flavors. 

Five tastes
There are five main tastes: 
sweet, sour, salty, bitter, 
and umami. Umami is a 
Japanese word that means 
“pleasantly savoury”. 

12

A rocket’s engine must be 
super powerful to blast into 
space. To escape the pull 
of Earth’s gravity the rocket 
must reach a speed of  7 
miles per  second ! When a 
space rocket has finished 
its mission it might drift 
away into deep space or fall 
back to Earth and burn up 
in a fireball !

No other machine is as powerful, fast,  
or noisy as me ! I am Space Rocket !  
I am the only way to reach space. 

3, 2, 1, 
BLAST OFF !

Space rockets are called 
“launch vehicles” and what 
they carry are “payloads.” 
They include:
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to
 explore faraway moons and planets

SPACECRAFT with people inside 
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The Concepción

The Rosetta Stone

The Priam’s Treasure

The Ark of the Covenant

The Lascaux Cave

The Tomb of Genghis Khan

 The Amber Room

El Dorado

The Nuestra Señora de Atocha

The Treasure of the Nibelungen 

La Noche Triste
«The Night of Sorrows“

The Fabergé Eggs

The Whydah Gally

The Archaeopteryx King John’s Treasure

The Menorah

The Padmanabhaswamy Temple

The Sass Brothers

The SS Gairsoppa

The Tomb of Tutankhamun
The Jules Rimet Trophy

The Terracotta Army

The Bactrian Gold
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Teachwire  
Award:  

One of the 50  
essential  

primary reads  
2018

NON-FICTIONNON-FICTION

Recommended for: Ages 5 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, foldout, 74 pages,
24 × 28 cm
character count incl. spaces 56.700
Price: € 19.90 £ 16.95 $ 24.95

ISBN: 978-3-89955-830-2

>  Rights sold into Korean,  
Simplified Chinese

Recommended for: Ages 6 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound,80 pages, 24 × 30 cm,
character count incl. spaces 42.500
Price: € 24.90 £ 19.95 $ 29.95

ISBN: 978-3-89955-818-0

>  Rights sold into Korean,  
Simplified Chinese

A Taste of the World
by Beth Walrond

Festive feasts from around the world  
to bring people together, celebrate  
and share stories.

The World of Whales
Written by Darcy Dobell
Illustrated by Becky Thorns

Dive into an exploration of these majestic 
mammals, one of the most fascinating  
animal species on the planet.

“A pleasing and informative package with surprising depth.”
KIRKUS REVIEWS

Recommended for: Ages 6 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 40 pages, 24 × 28 cm,
character count incl. spaces 21.400
Price: € 19.90 £ 19.95 $ 24.95

ISBN: 978-3-89955-795-4

> Rights sold into Catalan, Spanish

Recommended for: Ages 8 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 96 pages, 20.5 × 26 cm, 
character count incl. spaces 89.600
Price: € 24.90 £ 19.95 $ 29.99

ISBN: 978-3-89955-797-8

> worldwide rights available

The Big Book of Treasures
Written by Raphael Honigstein
Illustrated by Caroline Attia

Embark on an adventure with world- 
famous treasure hunters and learn about 
the most incredible discoveries ever made. 

Space Kids
Written by Steve Parker
Illustrated by Andrea De Santis

A poetic introduction to space that will 
inspire wonder in the littlest of scientists.
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But did you know that when 
sneezing, the particles the 
particles can fly out of your 
nose at a speed of 100 miles 
per hour! You could sneeze 
with the speed of a hurricane,  
or a fast car. 
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Sneeze like a Hurricane 
Hurricanes rip and rage. They 
blow and howl a mighty wind. 
When they grow strong, they 
can be a deadly danger! 

For a wind to turn from  
a breeze to a hurricane, it  
must go 75 miles per hour.

100 mph

Recommended for: Ages 5 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 48 pages, 24 × 28 cm,
character count incl. spaces 8.805
Price: € 17.90 £ 14.95 $ 24.95

ISBN: 978-3-89955-732-9

> Rights sold into Simplified Chinese

Recommended for: Ages 5 and up
Features: Full color,
hardcover, stitch bound,
48 pages, 24 × 28 cm,
character count incl. spaces 8.800
Price: € 17.90 £ 17.95 $ 24.95

U.S. Edition (imperial) & U.K. (metric) 
available
ISBN: 978-3-89955-812-8

> Rights sold into Simplified Chinese

How Big is Big? How Far  
is Far? All Around Me
Illustrated by Jun Cen
Research by Kathrin Lilienthal

Journey through the natural world and 
discover animals big and small in this 
whimsical guide to weights, heights and 
distances for little learners.

NON-FICTION

How Big is Big?
How Far is Far?
Illustrated by Jan Van Der Veken
Research by Kathrin Lilienthal

Imaginative comparisons help children 
comprehend various units of measure.

NON-FICTION

Recommended for: Ages 8 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 48 pages, 24 × 28 cm,
character count incl. spaces 59.200
Price: € 19.90 £ 16.95 $ 24.95

ISBN: 978-3-89955-712-1

> worldwide rights available

My Body
Written by Antje Helms
Illustrated by Golden Section Graphics

How does my heart beat? Where does  
my hair color come from? A fascinating 
exploration into the human anatomy. 

Recommended for: Ages 8 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 64 pages, 20.5 × 26.5 cm,
character count incl. spaces 97.950
Price: € 19.90 £ 16.95 $ 24.95

ISBN: 978-3-89955-782-4

> worldwide rights available

Animal Allstars
Written by Alicia Klepeis
Illustrated by Florian Bayer

The animals of the African continent get 
their moment in the spotlight. Showing 
every thing from honey badgers to electric 
catfish, Animal Allstars provides factual  
and fantastical fun. 
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enchantment; he also dreamt that by means 
of it he recovered his Jorinda .

In the morning, when he awoke, he began 
to seek over hill and dale if he could find 
such a flower . He sought until the ninth day, 
and then, early in the morning, he found the 
blood-red flower . In the middle of it there was 
a large dew-drop, as big as the finest pearl .

Day and night he journeyed with this flower 
to the castle . When he was within a hun-
dred paces of it he was not held fast, but 
walked on to the door . Joringel was full of 
joy; he touched the door with the flower, and 
it sprang open . He walked in through the 
courtyard, and listened for the sound of the 
birds . At last he heard it . He went on and 
found the room from whence it came, and 
there the witch was feeding the birds in the 
seven thousand cages .

When she saw Joringel she was angry, very 
angry, and scolded and spat poison and gall 
at him, but she could not come within two 
paces of him . He did not take any notice of 
her, but went and looked at the cages with the 
birds; but there were many hundred nightin-
gales, how was he to find his Jorinda again ?

Just then he saw the old woman quietly take 
away a cage with a bird in it, and go  towards 
the door . Swiftly he sprang towards her, 
touched the cage with the flower, and also 
the old woman . She could now no longer 
bewitch any one; and Jorinda was standing 
there, clasping him round the neck, and she 
was as beautiful as ever . Then all the other 
birds were turned into maidens again, and he 
went home with his Jorinda, and they lived 
happily together for a long time .

ILLUSTRATED ALPHABET

Recommended for: Ages 3 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,  
stitch bound, 64 pages, 17 × 24 cm,
character count incl. spaces 7.650
Price: € 12.95 £ 11.95 $ 16.95

ISBN: 978-3-89955-714-5

> worldwide rights available

The Zoo’s Grand Opening
by Judith Drews

With this book, even the youngest children 
can playfully learn their ABCs, the names 
of animals, and how to count.

Recommended for: Ages 3 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 64 pages, 17 × 24 cm,
character count incl. spaces 7.511
Price: € 14.90 £ 12.95 $ 16.95
ISBN: 978-3-89955-728-2

> worldwide rights available

Alphabetics
by Patrick and Traci Concepción
Illustrated by Dawid Ryski

From Atticus the altruistic astronaut,  
to Zooey the zonked zombie, this book 
revamps the ABCs. 

Alphabetics was translated into 
German with additional drawings

FAIRY TALES

Recommended for: Ages 6 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 176 pages, 19 × 24 cm,
character count incl. spaces 212.400
Price: € 19.90 £ 19.95 $ 24.95

ISBN: 978-3-89955-791-6

> worldwide rights available

Andersen
by Hans Christian Andersen
Illustrated by Collective

Andersen’s magical fairy tales are  
adorned with  engaging illustrations by  
a cast of carefully selected illustrators.

Recommended for: Ages 6 and up
Features: Full color, hardcover,
stitch bound, 192 pages, 19 × 24 cm,
character count incl. spaces 214.500
Price: € 19.90 £ 19.95 $ 24.95

ISBN: 978-3-89955-788-6

> worldwide rights available

Grimm
by Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm
Illustrated by Collective

Lovingly reimagined illustrations highlight 
the timeless relevance and artistry of the 
legendary Brothers Grimm in this revised 
edition of gestalten’s beloved bestseller.
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“There are many  little ways 
to enlarge your child’s 
world. Love of books is 

the best of all.”

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis


