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Uwe Neumahr 

The Castle of Writers 

Nuremberg ’46.  
A Meeting at the Edge of the Abyss 

 

2023 
304 pages with 30 illustrations 
Hardcover 
€26.00 
German title:  
Das Schloss der Schriftsteller 
Nürnberg ’46. Treffen am Abgrund 
 
 

English translation rights sold to Pushkin 

Press 

Hungarian translation rights sold to 

Corvina Kiadó 

Spanish translation rights sold to Taurus y 

Debate/Penguin Random House 

 

 

 

 

 

There have probably never been as many 
famous writers and reporters from all over the 
world gathered together under one roof as there 
were in Nuremberg in 1946. They came to 
report on the crimes of the war and the 
Holocaust which were being tried at the 
International Military Tribunal there. They 
lived and wrote at Faber-Castell Castle, talking, 
dancing, drinking, despairing. In this exciting 
and moving book, Uwe Neumahr tells their 
story. 
Erich Kästner was in Nuremberg, as were Erika 
Mann, John Dos Passos and Martha Gellhorn, 
Willy Brandt and Markus Wolf. Augusto Roa 
Bastos came from Paraguay, Xiao Qian from 
China. In the courtroom they looked the 
criminals in the face, and in the press camp at 
the castle they tried to put the unsayable into 
words. Holocaust survivors, people returning 
from exile, communists, representatives of 
Western media organisations, war 
correspondents and flamboyant star reporters 
all came together in the microcosm of Faber 
Castle. And the experience of looking into the 
abyss of history as they reflected on guilt, sin 
and justice, not only changed them as people 
but also changed the way they wrote. 
 

Uwe Neumahr is a Germanist and Romance 
scholar. He works as a literary agent and freelance 
author.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further works published by C.H.Beck: 

Miguel de Cervantes (2015) 
  Turkish: Iletisim Verlag  
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Martin Schulze Wessel 

The Curse of the Empire 

 
2023 
224 pages with 10 illustrations and 5 maps 
Hardcover 
€25.00 
 
German title: 
Der Fluch des Imperiums 
Die Ukraine, Polen und der Irrweg in der 
russischen Geschichte 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How Russia’s imperial past has led to an 
anti-Western politics – the history of a 

deadly tradition 

 
Before 24 February 2022, Putin’s regime 
seemed to be interested mainly in conserving its 
own hold on power and in personal enrichment. 
But these two motives do not explain its most 
recent invasion of Ukraine, the brutality of the 
war it has waged and the hate propaganda that 
has appeared in Russian state media. Prominent 
historian Martin Schulze Wessel puts the war 
into the broader context of Russian expansion 
into Eastern Europe and shows how Russia’s 
imperial past is still having an impact on the 
world today. 
In his speeches, Putin draws on confusing 
historical narratives and arguments. Martin 
Schulze Wessel argues that if we want to know 
what Putin’s motives are, we must also look at 
Russia’s unresolved identity crisis, which stems 
from its imperial past: the curse of empire. This 
book explores the closely intertwined histories 
of Russia, Poland and Ukraine since the era of 
Peter the Great in the context of international 
politics. It shows how Russia’s expansionism 
into Ukraine since the 18th century, and the 
partitioning of Poland, have produced path 
dependencies, a cultural legacy whose impact is 
still felt today. This is not only about imperial 
claims to power, but also about an ideologically 
charged East-West conflict which has been 
developing ever since the 19th century, and in 
which Germany was, for a long time, on 
Russia’s side. After 1945, Germany freed itself 
from the curse of empire and embraced the 
West. Russia has yet to follow. 
 
Martin Schulze Wessel is a professor of Eastern 
and Southern European history at the University of 
Munich, and a member of the Bavarian Academy of 
Sciences. From 2012 to 2016 he was chairman of 
the German Historians’ Association. 
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Eva Gesine Baur 

Maria Callas 

The Voice of Passion 

A Biography 
 

2023 
496 pages with 35 illustrations 
Hardcover 
€30.00 
German title: 
Maris Callas 
Die Stimme der Leidenschaft 
Eine Biographie 
 

 

• Callas: An exceptional artist and icon 
• Eva Gesine Baur’s magnificent biography 
• ‘There is a singer there called Maria Callas 

and she sings and acts as if she had several 
devils and angels inside her.’ - Ingeborg 
Bachmann, 1956 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

She was one of the greatest singers of her 
century, and her voice still moves people to this 
day. She was also an icon whose fame extended 
far beyond the world of music. Maria Callas, 
more than any other singer, embodied the 
meaning of opera: passion, suffering, emotion. 
In this exciting and sensitive biography, Eva 
Gesine Baur traces the life of an artist who gave 
everything to her art, and explores what made 
her so unique. 
When thirty-year-old Maria Callas performed 
the role of Medea at the Scala, Franco Zeffirelli 
found himself frozen to the spot. Something 
momentous had happened. ‘The world of opera 
had changed. Now there was a new way of 
measuring time: B.C. and A.C. – before Callas 
and after Callas.’ Maria Callas was particularly 
successful in tragic roles. She combined an 
almost uncanny technical perfection with an 
intensity of expression that moved people 
deeply. The rifts and contradictions she lent to 
a Tosca or a Norma, however, also shaped her 
own life. Eva Gesine Baur explores Maria 
Callas’s difficult family background, the fierce 
determination that powered her rise to the top, 
and the years when she was at the height of her 
fame. She looks at the conflicts that plagued 
Callas, the scandals that surrounded her, and the 
men in her life – from her husband to 
Aristoteles Onassis to Pier Paolo Pasolini. The 
drama of her life and her tragic art went hand in 
hand. They are what made her great yet 
ultimately lonely, and unforgotten to this day. 
 

Eva Gesine Baur has a PhD in art history. She also 
studied literature and musicology, psychology and 
singing. She has written books about cultural 
history and has published several novels under the 
name Lea Singer. In 2010 she won the Hannelore 
Greve Prize for Literature, and in 2016 she was 
awarded the Schwabing Art Prize. Her most recent 
publications with C.H.Beck are: ‘Mozart, Genius 
und Eros. Eine Biographie’ (2015, Paperback 
2020), ‘Chopin oder die Sehnsucht. Eine 
Biographie’ (2010, Paperback 2022) and ‘Einsame 
Klasse. Das Leben der Marlene Dietrich’ (2017). 
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Contemporary Chinese Thought 

Translated and annotated by Daniel Leese 

and Shi Ming 

Key Texts on Politics and Society 

 
2023 
512 pages 
Paperback 
€29.00 
 
German title: 
Chinesisches Denken der Gegenwart 
Übersetzt und kommentiert von Daniel Leese 
und Shi Ming 
Schlüsseltexte zu Politik und Gesellschaft 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This book breaks new ground. China 

experts Daniel Leese and Shi Ming have 

selected concise texts written by leading 

contemporary Chinese intellectuals, 

translated into German for the first time 

and annotated for a European audience. 

 
The spectrum ranges from essays critical of the 
regime to texts supportive of the state and the 
Party, all published in the period between the 
global financial crisis and the present day. Each 
selected text offers a significant contribution to 
understand key problems in Chinese politics 
and society. For meaningful future debates 
about developments in the People’s Republic of 
China, we need to know what is being discussed 
in China itself, what the central arguments are 
in key discourses, and where these arguments 
fit into the broader panorama of Chinese history 
and politics. 
 
Daniel Leese is a professor of sinology and works 
on the history and politics of modern China at the 
University of Freiburg. His books ‘Die chinesische 
Kulturrevolution. 1966-1976’ (2016) and ‘Maos 
langer Schatten. Chinas Umgang mit der 
Vergangenheit’ (2020) are also published by 
C.H.Beck.  
 
Shi Ming used to work as a broadcaster, translator 
and journalist at Radio Beijing (the equivalent of 
Deutsche Welle/Voice of America/BBC) before 
moving into the private sector. In 1989, in the 
aftermath of the massacre in Tiananmen Square, he 
stayed in Germany, and since then he has worked as 
a freelance journalist for German-speaking media 
including Deutsche Welle, the ARD network 
(WDR, DLF, SDR, SWR, HR, BR, etc.), ZDF and 
leading print media such as Süddeutsche Zeitung, 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung and taz, as well as 
Le Monde diplomatique. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Further works published by C.H.Beck: 

Leese, Daniel: The Chinese Cultural Revolution 

(2015) 
 Turkish: Repar Tasarim 
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Bernhard Jussen 

Orestes’ Gift 
A History of Post-Roman Europe 

526 – 1535 

2023 
540 pages with 50 colour illustrations 
Hardcover 
€44.00 
 
German title: 
Das Geschenk des Orest 
Eine Geschichte des nachrömischen Europa 
526-1535 

• A new interpretation of the period hitherto 
defined as the Middle Ages 

• This book revises the definition of 1000 years 
of history 

• Bernhard Jussen questions received wisdom 
• Looks at the birth of civil society 
• With 50 colour illustrations 

 

 

Bernhard Jussen puts paid to the Middle 

Ages – a masterpiece about the post-Roman 

world 

This book is a provocation. It is a resolute move 
away from the traditional epoch-based view of 
history, and specifically from the idea of the 
‘Middle Ages’, which the author firmly rejects. 
In place of this anachronistic view of 1000 
years of history, which has labelled the period 
an epoch and slotted it neatly into the 
bookshelf, Bernhard Jussen explores a new way 
of thinking about a dynamic phase in the history 
of Latin Europe. This has much more to do with 
the emergence of today’s civil societies than the 
inventors of the epoch model could have 
imagined. 
Since the 18th century, the idea of an ‘ancient’ 
Roman advanced civilisation and its intellectual 
‘rebirth’ 1000 years after its ‘fall’ has 
encouraged the historical imagination to make 
a strong link between the two eras, and branded 
the period in between ‘the Middle Ages’ – a 
strange concept which nevertheless still enjoys 
wide currency today. In this richly illustrated 
book, Bernhard Jussen makes clear how little 
can now be explained by this traditional method 
of interpreting the past, and the extent to which 
it is almost obstructing the current need for 
explanation. In seven chapters, he provides a 
fresh, well-written and detailed introduction to 
a revision of the history of Latin Europe. 
 
Bernhard Jussen is based at the University of 
Frankfurt am Main, where he teaches medieval 
history and contemporary perspectives on it. His 
books ‘Die Macht des Königs. Herrschaft in Europa 
vom Frühmittelalter bis in die Neuzeit’ (ed., 2004) 
and ‘Die Franken. Geschichte, Gesellschaft und 
Kultur’ (2014) are also published by C.H.Beck. 

 

Further works published by C.H.Beck: 

The Franks (2014; 2nd ed. 2023) 
 Italian: il Mulino  
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Wolfgang Niess 

The Beer Hall Putsch of 1923 

A Story of High Treason 

 

2023 
368 pages with 30 illustrations 
Hardcover 
€26.00 
 
German title: 
Der Hitlerputsch 1923 
Geschichte eines Hochverrats 
 

• ‘A brilliantly written new interpretation of the 
Beer Hall Putsch.’ - Ian Kershaw 

• The hidden history behind the Beer Hall 
Putsch 

• The plans for a right-wing putsch in 1923 – 
revealed with sleuth-like skill 

• How Hitler’s amateurish actions enabled the 
Weimar Republic to survive 

• Just the tip of the iceberg – what really 
happened in Bavaria 100 years ago 

• How Bavarian leaders planned the ‘march on 
Berlin’ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100 years since the Beer Hall Putsch – the 

whole story 

 
It has been decades since we had a new account 
of the 1923 Beer Hall Putsch. 100 years on from 
the dramatic events in Munich, historian and 
journalist Wolfgang Niess revisits the subject 
and shows that Hitler’s amateurish actions were 
just the tip of the iceberg. Hidden behind them 
is a story of high treason involving members of 
the Bavarian political and social elite, the 
effects of which were felt as far away as Berlin. 
 
On the evening of 8 November, Adolf Hitler 
burst into the Bürgerbräukeller brandishing a 
revolver, and declared the start of the national 
revolution. This revolution came to a swift end 
at noon the following day in a hail of bullets at 
the Feldherrnhalle. The man standing beside 
Hitler was killed, and Hitler himself fled and 
was later imprisoned. The putsch had failed. 
Nazi propaganda claimed that the National 
Socialist Party had been responsible for the 
putsch, and portrayed it as the sacrifice that had 
made the Third Reich possible. But at the time, 
the goal of the putsch had actually been quite 
different. Bavaria’s political and military 
leaders had been planning the fall of the 
Republic, the ‘march on Berlin’. With the 
ingenuity of a detective, Wolfgang Niess 
reveals a network of conspiracists and shows 
how Hitler actually ruined the whole 
endeavour. Poorly informed and mindful only 
of his own advantage, he pressed ahead and 
thwarted the plans of the Bavarian leaders and 
their co-conspirators in Berlin. Unintentionally, 
Hitler had given the democrats the opportunity 
to save the Weimar Republic when it had 
already seemed lost. 
 

Wolfgang Niess has a degree in history and spent 
many years working as an editor and presenter at 
Süddeutsche Rundfunk (SDR) and 
Südwestrundfunk (SWR). He is the author of 
numerous radio and television programmes, essays 
and books on aspects of contemporary history. His 
most recent books are ‘Die Revolution von 1918/19. 
Der wahre Beginn unserer Demokratie’ and ‘Der 9. 
November. Die Deutschen und ihr Schicksaltag’ 
(C.H.Beck 2021). 
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Wolfgang Benz 

Alone Against Hitler 

The Life and Deed of Johann Georg Elser 

 

2023 
240 pages with 30 illustrations 
Hardcover 
€26.00 
 
German title: 
Allein gegen Hitler 
Leben und Tat des Johann Georg Elser 
 

• ‘Through my deed, I wanted to prevent even 
greater bloodshed.’ - Johann Georg Elser 

• The first major biography based on historical 
sources 

• A long-overdue tribute 
• World history would have taken a different 

course if Hitler had not survived the attack  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The man who tried to kill Hitler – the life of 

Georg Elser 

 
On 8 November 1939, a bomb went off in 
Munich’s Bürgerbräukeller. It was supposed to 
kill Adolf Hitler while he was giving a speech. 
If the plan had worked, the Second World War 
and with it the whole of world history would 
have taken a different course. But the ‘Führer’ 
left the room early and survived. This book tells 
the story of the man who planned and carried 
out the deed completely alone: Johann Georg 
Elser. 
 
The carpenter Georg Elser realised more 
quickly than most Germans that Hitler’s regime 
meant war and ruin. To prevent this, he decided 
to assassinate Hitler. He designed a bomb with 
a detonator (and his design was more 
technically accomplished than those of the 
officers in the military resistance) and hid it, 
unnoticed, in a pillar inside the 
Bürgerbräukeller. Today, Elser is almost as 
famous as Hans and Sophie Scholl and Count 
von Stauffenberg, the hero of the 20 July Plot. 
But until now, little was known about him as a 
person. This meticulously researched 
biography portrays the carpenter from 
Königsbronn in his social, historical and 
personal context. In this knowledgeable 
biography, Wolfgang Benz pays long-overdue 
tribute to a simple working-class man who 
understood the criminal nature of the Nazi 
regime and was determined to resist it, no 
matter what the consequences. 
 
Wolfgang Benz was head of the Institute for 
Antisemitism Research at the Technical University 
of Berlin until 2011. He is one of Germany’s most 
renowned contemporary historians, and has 
published many books on the history of National 
Socialism, the Holocaust and the resistance. His 
most recent publication with C.H.Beck was ‘Im 
Widerstand. Größe und Scheitern der Opposition 
gegen Hitler’ (2018). 
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Further works published by C.H.Beck: 

Alone Against Hitler (2023) 
 

Pictures of the Jew (2001) 
  Korean: Purnyoksa (Blue History Company) 
 

History of the Third Reich (2019) 
  English: University of California 
  Italian: Giulio Einaudi Editore 
  Japanese: Gendai Shokan 
  Korean: Pumyoksa (Blue History) 
  Polish: Wydawnictwo Trio 
 

The Holocaust (2018) 
  Simplified Chinese: Guangxi Normal University 
  English: Columbia University Press 
  Italian: Bollati Boringhieri 
  Japanese: Kashiwashobo Publishing 
  Korean: Vista Books Publishing 
  Polish: K&L Press s.c.  
  Serbian: KIZ Altera 
  Slovakian: Vydavtelstvo F 
  Slovenian: Studia Humanitatis 
 

In Resistance (2019) 
  Italian: Viella 
 

The Protocols of the Wise Men of Zion (2007) 
  Italian: Mimesis Edizioni  
  Latvian: Die Protokolle der Weisen von Zion 
  Serbian: Prosveta 
  Slovenian: Mavrica d.o.o. 
  Turkish: Repar Tasarim 
 

The 101 most important questions. The Third Reich (2006) 
  Japanese: Gendai Shokan 
  Spanish: Alianza Editorial S.A. 
  Hungarian: V&R Kiadó 
 

What is Antisemitism? (2004) 
  Japanese: Gendai Shokan 
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Michael Thumann 

Revenge 

How Putin Created the Most Dangerous 

Regime in the World 

2023 
288 pages with 15 illustrations 
Hardcover 
€25.00 
 
German title: 
Revanche 
Wie Putin das bedrohlichste Regime der Welt 
geschaffen hat 
 

• ‘Putin has destroyed his life’s work – the 
“stabilising of Russia”. His unbridled 
destructiveness is now directed against 
Ukraine as well as his own country – and 
potentially the world.’ 

• Russia’s descent into dictatorship and the path 
to Putin’s imperialist war – a compelling 
combination of journalistic reportage and 
political and historical analysis 

• Michael Thumann is one of the last German 
correspondents still living in Moscow 

• The book is based on numerous meetings and 
exclusive conversations with key figures in 
Russian politics and society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Putin archipelago – the most dangerous 

regime in the world, viewed from within 

 
Few people know Russia better than Michael 
Thumann, who has been reporting for Die Zeit 
from Eastern Europe for twenty-five years. 
Now, in this breathtaking book, he traces 
Russia’s descent into increasingly totalitarian 
dictatorship and the path to Putin’s imperialist 
war, viewed from within. What drives the 
dictator and his followers is a desire for 
revenge: revenge for the way Eastern Europe 
was opened up to democracy after 1991, and for 
the supposed humiliation it suffered at the 
hands of the West. Putin’s rule is becoming 
ever more radical. His is the most dangerous 
regime in the world. 
 
‘Under Vladimir Putin, Russia – which is 
actually the largest country in Europe – has left 
Europe. Once again an Iron Curtain has 
descended on the continent. When I travel to 
Russia I am usually stopped at the airport. The 
border official keeps hold of my passport and 
talks at length to his superior on the phone. A 
man in a dark suit, probably secret service, 
comes to fetch me and takes me to a basement 
room. In it is a desk, an old box-spring mattress, 
broken chairs, dust in the corners. I have to 
answer questions: Where do you live? What do 
you think about the military operation? What is 
the purpose of your visit to Russia? I give brief 
answers, and wonder: are they ever going to let 
me into the country? And are they going to let 
me out?’ - Michael Thumann 
 
Michael Thumann is a foreign policy 
correspondent for Die Zeit and lives in Moscow. He 
has been reporting for Die Zeit from Russia, Eastern 
Europe and the Middle East since the 1990s. His 
articles, podcasts and books about Russia as a multi-
ethnic state and Putin’s new nationalism have given 
us a better understanding of the country. He has 
been familiar with Russia since his student days, 
when he spent time at Lomonosov University in 
Moscow. 
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Gunter Hofmann 

Willy Brandt 

Socialist – Chancellor – Patriot 

A Biography 

 
2023 
528 pages with 30 illustrations 
Hardcover 
€32.00 
 
German title: 
Willy Brandt 
Sozialist – Kanzler – Patriot 
Eine Biographie 
 

• ‘Then he kneels, he who does not need to, for 
all those who do need to.’ - Der Spiegel in 
1970 on Brandt’s gesture at the Warsaw 
Ghetto memorial. 

• The most ambitious new biography for 20 
years 

• Willy Brandt symbolises the moral progress of 
the nation as it confronts its own past 

• Brilliantly written 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Socialist, chancellor, patriot – Willy Brandt 

and his century 

 
‘Free and left-wing’ – Willy Brandt was the 
Chancellor of the ‘other’ Germany. Following 
his bestsellers about Richard von Weizsäcker 
and Helmut Schmidt, long-time Zeit journalist 
Gunter Hoffmann now presents a sensitive 
portrait of the man who breathed new life into 
the conservative Adenauer Republic and who 
made history with his treaties with Eastern 
Europe and by falling to his knees in Warsaw. 
In this biography, Hofmann shows us the 
‘whole’ Brandt, an extraordinary man whose 
politics can only be understood by knowing 
about his life. 
 
In this knowledgeable and nuanced biography, 
Gunter Hofmann traces the stages of Willy 
Brandt’s life, showing the path taken by this 
young socialist from a disadvantaged 
background into exile and resistance, the 
gradual evolution of his political convictions, 
and the different stages of his career from 
Governing Mayor to Chancellor. His fellow 
travellers, including Julius Leber, Helmut 
Schmidt, Herbert Wehner, Egon Bahr and 
Günter Grass, are also featured. Above all, 
however, Hofmann makes clear, in a very 
personal way, how deeply Brandt has 
influenced our ideas about the nation we want 
to live in. 
 
Gunter Hofmann was chief correspondent for Die 

Zeit until 2008. His most recent publication with 
C.H.Beck was ‘Marion Dönhoff. Die Gräfin, ihre 
Freunde und das andere Deutschland’ (2019). 
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Johannes Willms 

Louis XIV 

The Sun King and His Era 

 
2023 
608 pages with 20 illustrations 
Hardcover 
€34.00 
 
German title: 
Louis XIV 
Der Sonnenkönig und seine Zeit 
 

• ‘He was no longer himself, but always 
performed this persona, the “Sun King”.’ - 
Johannes Willms 

• Insights into life at court under Louis XIV 
• The Palace of Versailles – a symbol of his 

ostentatiousness 
• To increase his fame, the Sun King waged 

thirty wars – by the end, France was bankrupt 
• By a major expert on French history – 

Johannes Willms’s last book 
 

‘By the grace of God’– the curious life of the 

Sun King 

 
No other German historian has produced such a 
rich oeuvre on the history of France as Johannes 
Willms. He has written widely acclaimed books 
about the city of Paris and the French 
Revolution, biographies of figures from the two 
Napoleonic eras (from Stendhal and Balzac, 
Mirabeau and Talleyrand to Napoleon III), and 
– as a kind of Massif Central – a unique trilogy. 
Following his bestseller about Napoleon and 
his major biography of Charles de Gaulle, he 
rounds off his trilogy of ‘great’ Frenchmen with 
this magnificent biography of Louis XIV. This 
is his last book. 
 
The ‘Sun King’ Louis XIV is the first, 
chronologically speaking, of three larger-than-
life rulers who shaped French history in the 
modern era. Like Napoleon and Charles de 
Gaulle, he created a well of glory and power 
which the French national imagination is still 
drawing on to this day. But who was this man 
who set the tone for a whole era, who 
established absolutism, who put on a show of 
pomp and splendour (in the form of his palace 
at Versailles) the like of which had never been 
seen before, who cruelly persecuted the 
Huguenots and who terrorised Europe with 
wars of unprecedented brutality? In his last 
book, Johannes Willms paints a fascinating 
portrait of the man whose words ‘L’état c’est 
moi’ have become immortal. 
 
Johannes Willms (1948-2022) was a historian and 
journalist. He wrote many books, mainly on the 
history of France, including his most recent 
publication ‘Der General. Charles de Gaulle und 
sein Jahrhundert’ (2019). 

Further works published by C.H.Beck: 

Napoleon (2022) 
 Turkish: Repar Tasarim 
 
Napoleon III. (2008) 
 Estonian: Kirjastus „Kunst“ 
 
Paris, Capital of Europe 1789-1914 (2000) 
 English: Holmes & Meier 
 Hungarian: Corvina Kiadó 
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Ruud Koopmans 

The Asylum Lottery 

An Analysis of Refugee Policy From 2015 to 

the Ukraine War 

 
2023 
288 pages with 16 pictures 
Hardcover 
€24.00 
 
German title: 
Die Asyl-Lotterie 
Eine Bilanz der Flüchtlingspolitik von 2015 
bis zum Ukrainekrieg 
 

• Why the European asylum system is 
terminally ill: 

- It costs more lives than it saves 
- Only the strongest make it to Europe 
- Many people who are genuinely in need have 

no chance 
- Countries of first reception are left in the lurch 
- Integration is more difficult than first thought 
- It is fuelling right-wing populism 
- Europe is being divided, and is vulnerable to 

blackmail, by autocrats 
• A fascinating proposal as to how things could 

be run differently 
 
 
Danish translation rights sold to Forlaget 

Pressto ApS 

 

 
 
 
 

What is going wrong with refugee policy, 

and how can we really help those in need? 

 
The European asylum system has become a 
lottery: geographical location, money, physical 
fitness and luck on the dangerous journeys 
across land and sea determine who makes it to 
the border and who can apply for and be granted 
asylum. Ruud Koopmans shows that this 
system is not helping those most in need, and 
that we are also storing up problems for 
ourselves when it comes to integration. This 
frank analysis ends with a fascinating 
suggestion about what we could do differently 
– if only we had the courage. 
 
‘Political refugees have the right to asylum’, 
says the German constitution. A fine phrase, 
around which ever more restrictions and 
regulations are now springing up. This 
regulatory confusion is the symptom of a 
misguided refugee policy which rewards those 
who manage to cross Europe’s borders. Anyone 
who does not make it loses out. But Europe is 
not doing itself any favours by perpetuating this 
system. Using real case studies and statistical 
data, Ruud Koopmans explains why the current 
arrangement is hindering integration, posing a 
threat to domestic security, fuelling right-wing 
populism, dividing Europe and making us 
dependent on autocrats who open and close 
their borders with Europe at will. The so-called 
refugee crisis of 2015 is revealed to be a 
homegrown crisis in asylum policy. This lucid 
analysis, based on many years of research, ends 
with a pragmatic suggestion about how we can 
combine generous humanitarian asylum 
provision with measures to restrict illegal 
immigration. In this way we can both regain 
control and ensure that asylum policy does not 
remain a deadly lottery. 
 
Ruud Koopmans is head of the Migration, 
Integration and Transnationalisation department at 
the Social Science Research Centre in Berlin, and a 
professor of sociology and migration research at 
Humboldt University in Berlin. His most recent 
publication with C.H.Beck was ‘Das verfallene 
Haus des Islam’ (C.H.Beck Paperback 2021). 
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Ulrike von Hirschhausen and Jörn 

Leonhard 

Empires 

A Global History 

1780 – 1920 

 
2023 
800 pages with 40 illustrations and 10 maps 
Clothbound 
€49.00 
 
German title: 
Empires 
Eine globale Geschichte 
1780 – 1920 
 

• Empires: how they worked, what they 
achieved and where they failed 
- The British Empire 
- The Habsburg Empire 
- The Ottoman Empire 
- The French colonial empire 
- And references to other empires 

• A comparative global history 
• The experiences of the colonised and their 

spheres of action 
• Empires have returned to our world 

From the Caribbean to the Caucasus to 

India – a global history of empires 

 
The 19th century was the century of empires. 
The great European powers divided up the 
world between them. But how exactly did this 
process play out in colonised countries? What 
courses of action were open to the colonisers 
and the colonised? Ulrike von Hirschhausen 
and Jörn Leonhard examine these questions in 
detail, showing how diverse historical 
development really was and offering us a new 
global history of empires in their heyday. 
Empires have returned to our world. Russia’s 
war against Ukraine, and China’s new power 
politics, are reminiscent of the imperial 
expansionism of great powers between the end 
of the 18th century and the First World War. But 
what do we mean when we talk about empires? 
This book tells their story in a new way, by 
looking at encounters between people under 
colonial conditions. It focuses on the key 
challenge faced by empires: how to handle 
ethnic diversity. It questions the logic of 
imperial actions and explains how colonised 
people dealt with conquest, control, integration 
and exploitation, exposing courses of action 
and dynamics of violence which are not 
revealed in simple contrasts between rulers and 
ruled. The result is a contemporary history of 
empires in the world of the long 19th century. 
‘Russia’s war against Ukraine, and China’s new 
power politics, are reminiscent of the imperial 
expansionism of great powers between the end 
of the 18th century and the First World War.’ 
 
Ulrike von Hirschhausen is a professor of modern 
and contemporary European history at the 
University of Rostock. 
Jörn Leonhard is a professor of Western European 
history at the University of Freiburg. His books ‘Die 
Büchse der Pandora’ (2020) and ‘Der überforderte 
Frieden’ (2019) are also published by C.H.Beck. 
 Further works published by C.H.Beck: 

Pandora´s box (2018) 
Simplified Chinese: SDX Joint Publishing 

 English: Harvard University Press 
 
The Overstrained Peace (2019) 

Simplified Chinese: Social Sciences 
Academic Press  
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Volker Reinhardt 

Montaigne 

Philosophy in Times of War 

A Biography 

 
2023 
352 pages with 23 illustrations and 2 maps 
Hardcover 
€32.00 
 
German title: 
Montaigne 
Philosophie in Zeiten des Krieges 
Eine Biographie 
 

• ‘I want people to see me in all my simplicity, 
natural and ordinary, without affectation or 
artificiality.’ - Michel de Montaigne 

• A new portrait of Montaigne: the mayor, 
diplomat and politician in the context of his 
time 

• A new understanding of the ‘Essays’: a 
philosophy for survival in times of violence, 
which is still relevant today 

• Compellingly written by a leading expert on 
the 16th century 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michel de Montaigne – philosophy in times 

of war 

 

Michel de Montaigne always left his options 
open, never revealed too much about himself, 
and had a habit of suddenly looking at things 
from a completely different angle. Volker 
Reinhardt puts the life of philosophical virtuoso 
Montaigne into its historical context, an era of 
civil wars in France. The parliamentarian, 
nobleman, visitor to Rome and mayor of 
Bordeaux is thrown into sharp relief, and we 
gain a better understanding of the philosopher 
sitting in his castle tower, looking at himself 
and the world from a sovereign distance. 
At the height of the civil war, there is a knock 
on the door at the Château de Montaigne. A 
man has been attacked, and begs to be let in. 
Little by little his companions arrive. 
Montaigne smells a rat: a devious ambush! But 
he lets everybody in with generous hospitality. 
The lord of the castle’s naivety softens the heart 
of the ringleader, who gives the signal to 
withdraw. War forces people to adopt unusual 
survival strategies. With this episode, 
Montaigne recommends ‘naturalness’ in one’s 
behaviour at the same time as clever 
dissimulation. This is also the strategy he uses 
in his essays: whether he is writing about 
friendship, marriage, good conversations, 
bringing up children, or his illnesses, 
eccentricities and obsessions, he always comes 
across as completely guileless, and yet he is 
playing with his readers. Until now, people 
have drawn conclusions about Montaigne’s life 
from his writings, which are beguilingly 
authentic. Volker Reinhardt takes the opposite 
approach, and uses Montaigne’s life as a 
starting point to help us better understand his 
essays: as a philosophy for survival in times of 
violence which still speaks to us today. 
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Further works published by C.H.Beck: 

Voltaire (2022) 
Simplified Chinese: Beijing Creative Art Times 
 

The Power of the Epidemic (2021) 
Simplified Chinese: Social Sciences Academic Press 
 

Alexander VI. Borgia (2011) 
Portuguese: Editora Europa 
 

The Medici (2013) 
Italian: Carocci Editore 
Turkish: Repar Tasarım Matbaa ve Reklamcılık Tic Ltd Sti 
 

Machiavelli or The Art of Power (2014) 
Korean: Book Campus 
Simplified Chinese: Guangxi Normal University Press 
 

Pontifex (2017) 
Traditional Chinese: Owl Publishing House 
 

Luther the heretic (2017) 
Hungarian: Noran Libro Kiadó 
Italian: Marsilio Editori S.p.A. 
Korean: Miraebook Publishing C. 
 

Leonardo da Vinci (2019) 
Simplified Chinese: Social Sciences Academic Press 
 

The Renaissance in Italy (2019) 
Italian: il Mulino 
Turkish: Repar Tasarım Matbaa ve Reklamcılık Tic Ltd Sti 
The power of beauty. Cultural History of Italy 
Simplified Chinese: Social Sciences Academic Press 
 

History of Switzerland (2019) 
Russian: Izdatelstvo VES  
Ukrainian: Ecem Media GmbH 
 

My Money! My Soul! (2009) 
Korean: Words & Book Publishing 
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Hubert Locher 

Art Theory 

From Antiquity to the Present 

 
2023 
592 pages with 60 illustrations 
Hardcover 
€49.00 
 
German title:  
Kunsttheorie  
Von der Antike bis zur Gegenwart 
 

• The first coherent overview in a single 
volume 

• A comprehensive survey of art theory 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Aristotle to documenta 2022 – the new 

definitive work on art theory 

 
This book gives us, for the first time in a single 
volume, a complete overview of art theory: 
from Aristotle and Plato to Hegel and 
Heidegger, from Walter Benjamin to Susan 
Sontag and the controversies about documenta 
fifteen. In this impressive book, Hubert Locher 
shows how people have thought and written 
about art over the centuries. 
Art theory – the critical reflection on art – has 
its foundations in Greek antiquity. The history 
of art theory as a theory of the visual arts, 
however, begins in the early modern period, 
with Leon Battista Alberti and Albrecht Dürer 
being key exponents. With the early art 
criticism of the 18th century and the move 
towards addressing a wider audience, the 
discussion went in a new direction. It 
diversified even further on the threshold of the 
modern era, when artist’s manifestos emerged 
and an abstract, philosophical and scholarly 
approach to art set in. In the second half of the 
20th century, the political dimension of art was 
emphasised by Theodor Adorno among others, 
and by a new critical theory. This broad 
panorama of diverse views, theories and ways 
of thinking will be the new standard reference 
work for anyone studying art. 
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Confucius 

Analects 

Newly translated and annotated by Hans 

van Ess 

 
2023 
640 pages with 24 illustrations and 1 map 
Hardcover 
€48.00 
 
German title: 
Konfuzius 
Gespräche 
Neu übersetzt und erläutert von Hans van Ess 
 

• ‘The noble mind takes other opinions into 
account, but does not simply agree. The small 
mind simply agrees, but does not take other 
opinions into account.’ - Confucius, Analects 
(13,23) 

• Confucius rediscovered: without the Christian 
idealist language of previous translations 

• For the first time, the historical context of all 
the maxims is reconstructed 

• An important contribution to an 
understanding of Chinese culture 

• By a leading international Confucius expert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The ground-breaking new translation by 

Hans van Ess 

 
Confucius’s ‘Analects’, a guide to the 
cultivation of human character, are a key text 
in Confucianism and are read the world over. 
In his new annotated translation, Hans van Ess 
goes beyond previous translations by putting 
the texts back into their historical context and 
thereby allowing them to speak to us even 
more clearly and directly. This book is a 
milestone in Confucius research, and sets new 
standards for the reading of the ‘Analects’. 
 
Confucius’s ‘Analects’, one of the most 
famous works in Chinese literature, remains a 
mystery in many ways. Who composed the 
maxims? Were they all created by Master 
Kong Qiu himself, who lived in the state of Lu 
around 500 B.C.? Until now, it was widely 
thought that the ‘Analects’ were a collection of 
more or less comprehensible aphorisms which 
came together by accident. Hans van Ess, 
however, shows that their meaning is clearest 
if we assume they are in fact all part of one 
carefully composed text, and if we take 
account of their historical context and their 
subject matter. For the first time in the German 
language, he looks beyond the Christian and 
humanist discourse of ‘goodness’, ‘virtue’ and 
‘rituals’ which even more recent re-
translations have relied on, and gives us a new 
understanding of a work which was actually 
about sensibility, character and politeness. His 
instructive annotations explain the translation 
and shed new light on the teachings of 
Confucius. 
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Ulrich Herbert 

The History of Germany in the 20th Century 

 
Updated 3rd edition 2023 
1456 pages 
Clothbound 
€48.00 
 
German title: 
Geschichte Deutschlands im 20. Jahrhundert 
 

• ‘A magnificent book, an intellectual 
pleasure.’ - Victor Mauer, Neue Zürcher 

Zeitung 
• New edition with updated afterword 
• Awarded the Bavarian Book Prize 
• With an updated afterword 
• ‘The focus and intensity with which Herbert 

approaches this monumental material… is 
impressive.’ - Michael Wildt 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

‘One of Germany’s best historians.’ 
- Saul Friedländer 

 
When we think of Germany in the 20th century, 
we think of two world wars, a failed 
democracy, Hitler’s dictatorship and the 
Holocaust, a country divided for forty years. 
But we also think of a welfare state, prosperity, 
liberalisation and globalisation, a successful 
democracy and the longest period of peace in 
European history. Ulrich Herbert’s work is a 
brilliant portrayal of a turbulent century, and 
sets a new standard for contemporary history. 
In an afterword to the new edition, the author 
takes stock of recent developments since the 
book was first published almost ten years ago. 
 
Ulrich Herbert taught modern and contemporary 
history at the University of Freiburg until 2019, and 
is one of Germany’s most renowned contemporary 
historians. His book ‘Wer waren die 
Nationalsozialisten?’ (2021) is also published by 
C.H.Beck. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Further works published by C.H. Beck: 

 
History of Germany in the Twentieth Century (3rd 
ed., 2023)  

Simplified Chinese: Social Sciences 
Academic Press   
English: Oxford University Press 
Japanese: Kadokawa Corporation  
Russian: DHI Moskau  
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Ewald Frie 

A Farm and Eleven Children 

The Quiet Farewell to Farming Life 

 
2023 
192 pages with 3 illustrations 
Hardcover 
€22.00 
 
German title: 
Ein Hof und Elf Geschwister 
Der stille Abschied vom bäuerlichen Leben 
 

• A family lives through the disappearance of 
farming life in the 1950s and 1960s 

• Effectively weaves together the family’s own 
experiences and the historical context 

• A compelling and moving book written in 
rich and vivid prose 

• For readers of Christiane Hoffmann’s 
bestseller ‘Alles, was wir nicht erinnern’ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

When farming life came to an end – the end 

of an era 

 

During the 1960s, the proud tradition of rural 
agriculture with its livestock markets, self-
sufficiency and back-breaking work 
disappeared at a rapid pace, but with very little 
noise. Ewald Frie uses the example of his own 
family to give an account of this major change. 
With a light touch, using telling scenes and 
examples, he shows how his parents’ world 
began to disappear, how his siblings pursued 
different paths in life, and how general social 
change affected the countryside. 
 
Stock bulls for the monthly auction, cows and 
pigs in the fields, horses pulling the plough, a 
kitchen garden, the farm profitably run by 
parents, children and workers: the rural life of 
the 1950s seems closer to the Middle Ages 
than to our own time. But then everything 
changed: once-affluent and respected farmers, 
despite all their efforts to modernise, were 
suddenly seen as impoverished and backward; 
their children smelt of the stables, and felt 
ashamed. The Catholic Church provided ways 
out of the farming world with new youth work. 
The welfare state helped with training and the 
handing-over of farms. By the 1970s, the rural 
world had changed completely. And this 
change happened so quietly that people look 
back on it now with incredulity: ‘My God, I 
lived through that, and now it seems like 
something from another century.’ Ewald Frie 
asked his ten siblings, born between 1944 and 
1969, how they experienced this period. His 
brilliantly written book brings the era to life 
with an unerringly laconic quality. 
 
Ewald Frie is a professor of modern history at the 
University of Tübingen. His bestseller ‘Die 
Geschichte der Welt’ (2019, C.H.Beck Paperback 
2020) is also published by C.H.Beck. 

Further works published by C.H. Beck: 

History of the World (2017)  
Simplified Chinese: CITIC Press Corporation   
Complex Chinese: Faces Publications 
Korean: Donga M&B Co. 
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Elisabeth Wellershaus 

Where Foreignness Begins 

On Identity in the Fragile Present 

 
2023 
152 pages 
Hardcover 
€22.00 
 
German title: 
Wo die Fremde beginnt 
Über Identität in der fragilen Gegenwart 
 

• ‘A family life split between Hamburg, Malaga 
and Malabo: in between is the place where 
my self combines with the complex 
experiences of others.’ 

• An important broadening of the horizons of 
contemporary identity politics 

• About the various forms of exclusion in our 
super-diverse society – and what binds us 
together in spite of them 

• For readers of Alice Haster’s ‘Was weiße 
Menschen nicht über Rassismus hören 
wollen…’ and Kübra Gümüşay’s ‘Sprache 
und Sein’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A book about foreignness and what unites 

us – an autobiographical approach 

 

Foreignness is a phenomenon which journalist 
Elisabeth Wellershaus has encountered ever 
since her early childhood, as a result of other 
people’s views of her. In her book she explores 
how much more complex, omnipresent and 
enriching her own view of foreignness is – and 
why it unites us. 
 
Wellershaus grew up in the middle-class 
district of Hamburg-Volksdorf with her white 
mother and her white grandparents. Her father 
had lived on a cocoa plantation in Equatorial 
Guinea as a child, and moved to the Costa del 
Sol in the 1960s. As a Black German woman 
splitting her time between Hamburg and 
Malaga, and between her parents’ lives, she 
came to perceive foreignness as a complex 
construct. She went to university in London 
and then became a journalist, living with her 
traditional nuclear family in the gentrified part 
of Berlin’s Pankow district. Today she belongs 
to the privileged middle class, and simple 
narratives of belonging no longer apply. In her 
book, Wellershaus looks at contexts in which 
foreignness does not reveal itself at first glance 
– friendships, family, working relationships, 
relationships between neighbours – at first 
hand. She writes about undecided biographies 
and complex identities, and links other 
people’s perceptions of the world with her 
own. This enables her, in inimitable fashion, to 
broaden the horizons of contemporary identity 
politics. 
 
Elisabeth Wellershaus works as an author and 
journalist. Among other things, she writes reports, 
essays and features dealing with the attribution of 
foreignness and the engagement with belonging. 
She is a member of the editorial term working on 
the feminist column ‘10nach8’ in ZEIT ONLINE, 
and works as an editor for the magazine 
Contemporary And, which focuses on 
contemporary art from Africa and the diaspora. 
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Stephan Oswald 

In his Father’s Shadow 

August von Goethe 

A Biography 

 
2022 
400 pages with 25 illustrations 
Hardcover 
€29.95 
 
German title: 
Im Schatten des Vaters 
August von Goethe 
Eine Biografie 
 

• The first biography based on source material 
for over 100 years 

• August von Goethe’s life from his own 
perspective, for the first time 

• Featuring August von Goethe’s own forays 
into literature, previously unknown and 
published here for the first time 

• The book also gives us an intimate insight 
into life in the Goethe household 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The eternal son – the tragic life of August 

von Goethe 

 
August von Goethe occupies a sad place in the 
public imagination as the son of a famous 
father and as the black sheep of his family. 
This book tells August’s story from his own 
perspective for the first time. Based on many 
previously unexamined sources, Stephan 
Oswald reveals a completely different man 
from the one we are familiar with, and gives us 
an intimate insight into life in the Goethe 
household and in classical Weimar. 
 
What do we know about August von Goethe? 
We know he had a drinking problem which is 
said to have caused his early death. He was not 
considered to have been a credit to his name at 
all, in fact. But after doing a law degree, 
August rose quickly through the ranks of the 
royal court and at just thirty-four he was 
appointed a privy councillor. He served at 
court, married a woman from an old 
aristocratic family, and was a respected 
member of Weimar society. As Stephan 
Oswald has discovered, August also made his 
own forays into literature – the surviving 
fragments are published here for the first time. 
But we also learn that his father increasingly 
made August his factotum, his assistant in all 
kinds of matters. Stephan Oswald’s sensitive 
and lively biography shows the extent to which 
living in his father’s shadow took a toll on 
August and limited his own development. This 
is the real tragedy of his life. 
 
Stephan Oswald was a professor of German 
literature at the University of Parma. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



22 

C.H.Beck SPRING 2023 

 

 
 

Franziska Grillmeier 

The Island 

A Report on the State of Emergency at the 

Edges of Europe 

 
2023 
256 pages 
Hardcover with 2 maps 
€24.00 
 
German title: 
Die Insel 
Ein Bericht vom Ausnahmezustand an der 
Rändern Europas 
 

• Franziska Grillmeier’s first-hand report on the 
everyday reality for refugees at Europe’s 
external borders: in 2018 she herself moved to 
the island of Lesbos 

• A stark and moving report on the fate of the 
nameless people at the edges of Europe 

• Franziska Grillmeier was a member of the 
research collective working on the television 
programme ‘Das neue Moria’ for ‘ZDF 
Magazin Royale’ 

• For all readers of Navid Kermani’s ‘Entlang 
den Gräben’ 

• The author has a big following on Twitter, is a 
regular guest on talk shows 

• ‘This book is written from the perspective of 
an observer who was able to come and go as 
she pleased. It is dedicated to the people in 
Moria and all along Europe’s borders who 
spoke to me about their lives.’ – Franziska 
Grillmeier 
 
 
 

Life and death at the edges of Europe – 

notes by a young journalist 

 

In 2018, the journalist Franziska Grillmeier 
moved to the Greek island of Lesbos, the site 
of what was at that time the largest refugee 
camp in Europe. In her book she delves deep 
into the everyday reality for refugees, and 
shows how they are re-traumatised when they 
arrive in Europe. Grillmeier’s notes give the 
nameless a voice – and remind us of the crimes 
being committed every day at Europe’s 
borders. 
Grillmeier moves around the camp, the port 
and the north of the island, and travels to other 
areas on the European border, shining a light 
on the state of emergency there. At the heart of 
the book are the refugees themselves. 
Grillmeier tells their tragic stories, and 
reproduces numerous conversations in which 
refugees are given a chance to speak. She 
shows what life in the camps does to them, as 
well as reflecting on how life on the island is 
affecting her: while Grillmeier, as an observer, 
can come and go as she pleases, the refugees 
have no choice. The book also focuses on the 
criminalisation of humanitarian aid, the 
dismantling of press freedom, the burden 
placed on the local population, and the 
cynicism of politicians in Brussels and Athens. 
Grillmeier paints a shocking picture of the 
hollowing-out of the rule of law at the edges of 
the European Union, to which we have closed 
our eyes for too long. 
 
Franziska Grillmeier was born in Munich in 
1991. She lives on the island of Lesbos and works 
as a freelance journalist, writing for the 
Süddeutsche Zeitung, Die Zeit, Spiegel, WDR, the 
Guardian and the BBC, among others. She has 
travelled several times to North Africa, the Balkans 
and Turkey. Until recently she was part of a 
collective researching the new refugee camps (‘Das 
neue Moria’) for ‘ZDF Magazin Royale’, ‘Ippen 
Investigativ’ and ‘FragDenStaat’. 
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Gordon Gillespie 

The Oracle of Numbers 

A Brief Philosophy of Mathematics 

 
2023 
304 pages with 48 illustrations 
Hardcover 
€26.00 
 
German title: 
Das Orakel der Zahlen 
Eine kleine Philosophie der Mathematik 
 

• A clear and concrete guide to the world of 
mathematics 

• Mathematics and philosophy – the not-too-
dissimilar sisters 

• What mathematics can do and how we can 
understand it 

• Gordon Gillespie is a little different from 
most other authors of popular mathematics 
books in that he is also a philosopher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An entertaining philosophy of mathematics 

 

Gordon Gillespie is a little different from most 
other authors of popular mathematics books in 
that he is also a philosopher. In ‘The Oracle of 
Numbers’ he looks at how mathematics 
originated in intuition, contemplation and 
imagination. We get a feel for how 
mathematics calculating using numbers and 
figures must have arisen. Gillespie also shows 
the clear benefits of mathematics for science 
and art. 
Mathematics is like an oracle. Its revelations 
are as clear and precise as can be. But what 
they ultimately mean remains unclear. We 
might see them as instructions and nothing 
more: the world is becoming increasingly 
digitalised, and the practical importance of 
mathematics in our day-to-day lives is growing 
rapidly. But this would be to obscure the 
deeper significance of mathematics. Einstein 
expressed his astonishment that mathematics 
was so perfectly adapted to the objects of the 
world. David Hilbert, probably the most 
influential mathematician of the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries, is said to have responded 
to the news that one of his students had decided 
to give up studying mathematics in order to 
become a poet, by observing tersely: ‘Good, he 
did not have enough imagination to become a 
mathematician’. On closer inspection, 
mathematics is a great adventure in thought, 
sitting somewhere between the mind and the 
physical world. 
 
Gordon Gillespie studied mathematics and 
physics and did his PhD in philosophy. For almost 
twenty years he has worked as a freelance 
consultant for companies dealing with risk 
analysis, data analysis and financial mathematics. 
‘The Oracle of Numbers’ is his first popular 
mathematics book. 
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Jan Philipp Reemtsma 

Christoph Martin Wieland 

The Invention of Modern German 

Literature 

A Biography 

 
2023 
608 pages 
Hardcover 
€36.00 
 
German title: 
Christoph Martin Wieland 
Die Erfindung der modernen deutschen 
Literatur 
 

• Germany’s first author 
• The first Wieland biography for seventy years 
• The man who invented ‘Weimar’ 
• Major Wieland exhibition on the Wieland 

estate at Oßmannstedt near Weimar, curated 
by Jan Philipp Reemtsma 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Long-awaited: the major Wieland 

biography by Jan Philipp Reemtsma 

 

Modern German literature begins with 
Christoph Martin Wieland. He not only 
enriches it with his own works but is also the 
inventor of what we now call ‘Weimar 
Classicism’. With this long-awaited biography 
– the first for seventy years – Jan Philipp 
Reemtsma finally frees Wieland from the long 
shadow cast over him by Goethe and Schiller. 
His ‘Wieland’ is a triumph, a valuable addition 
to the field of German literature – because he 
restores to us a canonical writer without whom 
German literature’s division into a time before 
and after Weimar cannot be properly 
understood. 
 
Innovator, Enlightenment philosopher, writer, 
journalist, political animal, expert judge of 
human nature: Christoph Martin Wieland, 
Weimar’s intellectual godfather, was all of 
these things. He and Lessing were the central 
figures of the German Enlightenment. It was 
thanks to Wieland that the novel became a 
recognised literary genre in Germany; he also 
wrote the first German opera, and his erotic 
epic poems introduced a new tone to German 
poetry. He published ‘Der Teutsche Merkur’, 
one of the most important literary and political 
magazines in Europe at the time, and almost as 
a sideline he shaped the genre of political 
journalism with his texts about the French 
Revolution and Napoleon, whose dictatorship 
he foresaw early on and whom he met in 
Weimar in 1808. There are many reasons to 
revisit Wieland. Jan Philipp Reemstma’s major 
biography, the product of decades of research, 
gives us the opportunity to do just that. 
 
Jan Philipp Reemtsma is a professor of modern 
German literature at the University of Hamburg. 
His book ‘Was heißt: einen literarischen Text 
interpretieren?’(2015) and his rendering of the 
‘Tao Te Ching’(in the Textura series) are also 
published by C.H.Beck. 



25 

C.H.Beck SPRING 2023 

 

 
 

Volker Gerhardt 

Individual and Humanity 

A Philosophy of Democracy 

 
2023 
368 pages 
Hardcover 
€32.00 
 
German title: 
Individuum und Menschheit 
Eine Philosophie der Demokratie 
 

• Lays the philosophical foundations of 
democracy 

• A response to the authoritarian challenges of 
the present day 

• By one of Germany´s most important 
philosophers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Democracy and humanity – the history of a 

philosophical relationship 

Ever since the term ‘democracy’ – and the 
expectations associated with it – came into 
being, it has been a hotly debated issue. In a 
historical and philosophical tour d’horizon, 
Volker Gerhardt reconstructs the key stages of 
this debate from the thinkers of ancient times 
to our globalised present. The renowned 
philosopher also demonstrates why democracy 
is the only one of all the possible forms of 
government which, by its very nature, is 
inclusive of all people without exception – the 
whole of humanity, in other words. 
From the first democracy in Athens to the 
United Nations, a golden thread runs through 
world history. It combines humanity’s 
expectations of itself with its expectations of 
politics. Socrates believed that there could only 
be a just social order if free people were ruled 
by free people. Plato enumerated the virtues 
and obligations of the state and, like Aristotle, 
offered a wealth of insights which are still 
relevant to this day. With the humanity to 
which all human beings are entitled (and for 
which all human beings are also responsible in 
their own actions), a new and ultimately global 
dimension to the political emerges. But in his 
tour through the history of philosophy, 
Gerhardt also turns his attention to the 
opponents of democracy. At the end of the 
book, he assesses the chances of humanity ever 
being able to create the kind of democratically 
organised global community without which we 
will be unable to solve the increasingly acute 
problems our future holds. 
 
Volker Gerhardt is one of our most important 
contemporary philosophers. Until 2012 he was a 
professor at the Humboldt University in Berlin, 
where he still serves as an emeritus professor. He 
has published numerous books, including his most 
recent one with C.H.Beck, ‘Der Sinn des Sinns. 
Versuch über das Göttliche’ (2017, C.H.Beck 
Paperback 2022). 
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Duke Franz of Bavaria 

Spectators in the Front Row 

Memoirs 

 
In Collaboration with Marita Krauss 
2023 
320 pages with 66 images 
Hardcover 
€24.00 
 
German title: 
Zuschauer in der ersten Reihe 
Erinnerungen 
In Zusammenarbeit mit Marita Krauss 
 

• 90th birthday on July 14, 2023 

• An aristocratic art-lover looks back on ninety 
years of politics, society, art and culture 

• A sober eyewitness to world events and a firm 
believer in democracy tells the story of his 
life 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The gentleman from Nymphenburg – the 

unusual life of Duke Franz of Bavaria 

 

A childhood that was anything but regal: a few 
years after Franz of Bavaria’s birth in 1933, the 
family were forced to go into exile in Hungary. 
In 1944 the Wittelsbachers and their children 
were arrested and taken to the concentration 
camps of Sachsenhausen, Flossenbürg and 
Dachau. After the end of the war, Franz – with 
the fine sensibility of a teenager – started to 
realise what this out-of-joint world was doing 
to the people around him, and began to forge 
his own path through life. 
 
His gift for precise observation, his urbanity 
and his subtle humour make this memoir by the 
head of the house of Wittelsbach a real 
pleasure to read. Reflected in this highly 
personal account are almost ninety years of 
life: the Duke’s schooldays, key moments in 
world history, experiences behind the bar of a 
jazz club, meetings with heads of government 
(with whom the protagonist sometimes 
escaped to the pub without their respective 
bodyguards noticing), passionate rendezvous 
with modern art, work trips with the ‘trade 
union’ of the modern aristocracy, a love of 
nature and of Bavaria, cultural and political 
debates (often heated ones), private moments – 
and throughout it all an awareness of his 
responsibility for the house of Wittelsbach at 
the heart of society. 
 
Duke Franz of Bavaria is the head of the house of 
Wittelsbach, an internationally renowned 
connoisseur and patron of modern art, and a 
member of various academic institutions. 
Marita Krauss is a professor at the University of 
Augsburg, where she teaches European regional 
history. Her most recent publication with C.H.Beck 
is ‘Ich habe dem starken Geschlecht überall den 
Fehdehandschuh hingeworfen. Das Leben der Lola 
Montez’ (2020). 
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Gerd Koenen 

The Russia Complex 

The Germans and the East 

1900-1945 

 
Revised 3rd edition 2023 
536 pages 
Hardcover 
€34.00 
 
German title: 
Der Russland-Komplex 
Die Deutschen und der Osten 
1900 – 1945 
 

• An aristocratic art-lover looks back on ninety 
years of politics, society, art and culture 

• A sober eyewitness to world events and a firm 
believer in democracy tells the story of his 
life 
 
 
Russian translation rights sold to Rosspen 

Publishers 

 

 
 
 
 

The Germans and the East – a new edition 

of this definitive work 

 

With his prizewinning book ‘The Russia 
Complex’, Gerd Koenen wrote the definitive 
work on the peculiar pull which Germany and 
Russia exerted upon each other in the 20th 
century. The interplay between superiority and 
inferiority complexes, fascination and phobia, 
gave rise to deadly totalitarian regimes but also 
to brilliant cultural achievements. Today, this 
unusual special relationship has once again 
become the subject of public debate and 
criticism. Koenen’s book about the Germans 
and their relationship with the ‘East’ explains 
the historical context. A new afterword 
addresses the subject in the light of what has 
happened since 24 February 2022. 
 
Gerd Koenen was awarded the Leipzig Book Fair 
Prize for European Understanding for ‘The Russia 
Complex’. His history of communism, ‘Die Farbe 
Rot’, was nominated for several book prizes. He is 
one of the leading experts on the political mentality 
of Russia. His book ‘Im Widerschein des Krieges. 
Nachdenken über Russland’ will be published by 
C.H.Beck in the spring. 
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Andreas Rödder 

21.1 

A Short History of the Present Day 

 
• ‘A remarkable book: innovative, exciting and 

indispensable.’ - Ulrich Herbert 
• Spiegel Bestseller author 
• The long-awaited update to the Spiegel 

Bestseller ’21.0’ 
• ’21.0’ has sold over 20,000 copies 
• Explains digitalisation, capitalism, climate 

change, identity politics, terrorism 
• A highly topical analysis 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A historical crash course in the fundamental 

problems of the present day 

 

What are the conflicts we face in the present 
day, what triggered them and where did they 
stem from? Have they become more radical, 
branched out or evolved? With ‘21.1’, Andreas 
Rödder builds on the success of ‘21.0’, his 
brilliant analysis of contemporary society, and 
provides a long-awaited update to his historical 
crash course in the fundamental problems of 
our time. 
The world is changing ever more rapidly: 
while the Covid pandemic exposed paradoxes 
both old and new, climate change became the 
focus of international attention thanks to the 
‘Fridays for Future’ movement, and reactions 
to the murder of George Floyd reignited 
debates about identity politics in Europe and 
the USA, Russia’s war against Ukraine 
highlighted more clearly than ever the lines of 
conflict between authoritarian superpowers in 
the East on the one hand and Western 
democracies on the other. In this major study, 
Andreas Rödder shows how the complex 
world in which we live became what it is 
today. What becomes strikingly clear is that in 
our accelerated, digitalised and globalised 
world, having a historical perspective on 
contemporary dynamics is vital to an 
understanding of the present day. 
 
Andreas Rödder is a professor of contemporary 
history at the Johannes Gutenberg University in 
Mainz. His books ‘Deutschland einig Vaterland. 
Die Geschichte der Wiedervereinigung’ (2009), 
‘Geschichte der deutschen Wiedervereinigung’ 
(2011, in the C.H.Beck Wissen series), ‘21.0: Eine 
kurze Geschichte der Gegenwart’ (2015) – his 
widely acclaimed analysis of contemporary society 
– and ‘Konservativ 21.0’ (2019), are all published 
by C.H.Beck. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Further works published by C.H.Beck: 

 

History of the German Reunification (2009) 
Japanese: Iwanami Shoten  
 

21.0 (2015) 
 Simplified Chinese: The Commercial Press 
 Hungarian: Mathias Corvinus College 
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Holger Gzella 

Aramaic 

The World Language of Antiquity 

 
2023 
480 pages with 30 illustrations and 5 maps 
Clothbound 
€32.00 
 
German title: 
Aramäisch 
Weltsprache des Altertums 
 
 

• ‘Talitha koum!’ – ‘Little girl, I say to you, get 
up!’ 

• Aramaic words spoken by Jesus according to 
Mark 5,41 

• The forgotten lingua franca between India and 
North Africa 

• 1500 years of the cultural history of the 
ancient world, from a new perspective 

• Judaism, Zoroastrianism, Christianity, Islam: 
how Aramaic shaped world religions 

• Aramaic is still spoken today in Western 
Anatolia and parts of Syria 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first universal language – a cultural 

history 

 

The Aramaic language is a miracle: without 
any military conquests whatsoever, it became 
the administrative language of the Persian 
Empire in the first millennium B.C. and thus 
the first ever world language. Holger Gzella 
gives a clear explanation of why the language 
and script of a politically insignificant territory 
ended up being so successful, and how a 
second miracle came about: texts with a 
universal message were composed in the world 
language of Aramaic, turning local cults into 
the first world religions. 
For over a thousand years, Aramaic was the 
lingua franca everywhere between the Indus 
and the Nile. More than that: through powerful 
networks of officials and scribes, it shaped 
politics, law, literature and religion in the 
ancient world. Important parts of the Old 
Testament are written in Aramaic; it was 
Jesus’s mother tongue; most rabbinical Jews 
were Aramaic speakers; and the Oriental 
Churches used Aramaic as the language of 
literature and the liturgy – some still use it to 
this day. In the 7th century, Aramaic was finally 
replaced by Arabic, the language of the Koran, 
as the primary language of the Orient. The 
Aramaic language has been unfairly neglected 
in research and the public discourse. Holger 
Gzella’s fascinating overview reveals a 
‘forgotten global empire’ which lives on in 
world religions to this day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAPERBACK 
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Andreas Kappeler 

Unequal Brothers 

Russians and Ukrainians From the Middle 

Ages to the Present 

New extended edition 

 

304 pages with 14 illustrations 

Paperback 

€18.00 

 

German title: 

Ungleiche Brüder 

Russen Ukrainer vom Mittelalter bis zur 

Gegenwart 

 

• ‘Andreas Kappeler´s overview of Ukrainian 

history is very helpful when it comes to 

understanding the current crisis.’ –  Konstantin 

Sakkas, SWR2 

• ‘An indispensable book about the background 

to the present situation: a masterful and 

concise account by one of our most renowned 

historians of Eastern Europe.’ –  Frankfurter 

Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung 

• ‘An illuminating book and a must-read for 

anyone who wants to gain a better 

understanding of the conflict.’ –  Cyrill 

Steiger, NZZ am Sonntag 

• With a new chapter on the how the situation 

has developed since Russia’s annexation of 
the Crimea in 2014 

• ‘A book that might help to make the 

incomprehensible war in Ukraine slightly 

more comprehensible.’ – FOCUS 

• Over 30,000 copies sold since February 2022 

 

The Spiegel Bestseller in an updated and 

extended new edition 

 

With Russia’s war of aggression against 
Ukraine, the conflict that had been brewing 

between the two states since at last 2014, when 

Russia annexed Crimea, reached peak 

escalation. Since the 18th century there has 

been an asymmetry in the relationship between 

these two closely connected peoples. This 

asymmetry was at its height in the 19th century, 

when Russia refused to recognise the ‘Little 
Russians’ – as the Ukrainians were officially 

called at that time – as an independent nation 

with a history separate from that of Russia. 

This view has persisted in Russia to this day, 

and is also widespread in the West. But 

Andreas Kappeler tells the story of these 

unequal brothers as one of entanglements and 

disentanglements, helping us to better 

understand the most recent escalation. 

 
Andreas Kappeler is an emeritus professor of 

Eastern European history at the University of 

Vienna, and a member of the Austrian and the 

Ukrainian Academy of Sciences.  

 

French translation rights sold to CNRS 
Éditions 

Italian translation rights sold to DeA 
Scuola-Mondadori 
 
Ukrainian translation rights sold to V. 
Books – XXI LTD  
 
 

Further works published by C.H.Beck: 

 

Russian History (1997) 

 Turkish: Repar Tasarim 

 

Rußland als Vielvölkerreich (1992) 

English: Longman Group 

French: Französisch: Institut d‘ Études  
 Italian: Edizioni Lavoro 

 

Kleine Geschichte der Ukraine (1994) 

Danish: Forlaget Ellekaer 

Französisch: Institut d‘ Études 

Ukrainian: KIS Publishing Ltd. 
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Carlo Masala 

Unprepared 

Germany´s Weaknesses in a New Era 

 

2023 

276 pages with 3 maps 

Softcover with flaps 

€16.95 

 

German title: 

Bedingt abwehrbereit 

Deutschlands Schwäche in der Zeitenwende 

 

• The new book by Spiegel Bestseller author 

Carlo Masala 

• How safe is a critical infrastructure? 

• What needs to change if we are to hold our 

own in the world order – a frank stock-take  

• Over 128,000 followers on Twitter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Germany’s weaknesses and how they can be 
overcome – Carlo Masala’s alarm call 
 

Following Russia’s invasion of the whole of 

Ukraine, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz 

declared that a ‘new era’ had begun. But 

Germany is still having difficulty with this new 

reality. Renowned security expert Carlo 

Masala analyses our strategic position and 

explains what needs to change if we are to live 

up to our responsibilities. 

Guns that have been used so many times they 

no longer shoot straight, planes, helicopters 

and tanks that are unfit for use, defence 

projects that take longer and longer and 

swallow up more and more money – over the 

past few years, the operational capability of the 

German military has been getting steadily 

worse. But this is just a symptom of a deeper 

problem. After the Cold War, Germany 

established a comfortable position for itself in 

the world – a world that seemed to be coming 

together in peace, and in which our security 

seemed assured. But this presumed safety 

turned out to be an illusion. Without pulling his 

punches, Carlo Masala takes stock of our 

current situation and explains how we can 

become more resilient in social, economic, 

political and military terms. Because if we do 

not take intelligent, strategic action, we will no 

longer be able to hold our own in the new 

world order. 

 
Carlo Masala is a professor of international 

politics at the University of the Federal Armed 

Forces and regularly appears as a commentator in 

German and foreign media. He is a frequent guest 

on the big political talk shows. His book 

‘Weltunordnung’ (2022) is also published by 

C.H.Beck. 
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Reinhard Bingener and Markus Wehner 

The Moscow Connection 

The Schröder Network and Germany’s 
Path to Dependency 

 

2023 

256 pages with 10 illustrations 

Softcover with flaps 

€18.00 

 

German title: 

Die Moskau-Connection 

Das Schröder-Netzwerk und Deutschlands 

Weg in die Abhängigkeit 

 

• The Male friendships, personal dependencies 

and the failure of German politics – Putin’s 
successful ‘Operation Schröder’ 

• Hannover – Berlin – Moscow: a major 

investigation into Gerhard Schröder’s fateful 
network in politics and industry 

• How shady honorary consuls, sinister 

contractors, ex-Stasi officers and naïve 

politicians pursuing a policy of détente led 

Germany to become dependent upon the 

Kremlin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The pipeline deal: behind the scenes of the 

Schröder network 

 

For many years, Germany has ignored the 

threat posed by Putin’s regime. It has ignored 
the warnings of its European neighbours and 

made itself increasingly dependent on gas and 

oil from Russia. The result is a serious 

economic crisis which will diminish 

Germany’s prosperity for a long time to come. 

How could this happen? What was the role 

played by Gerhard Schröder as the SPD 

Chancellor and later gas lobbyist, with his 

extensive network of contacts in politics and 

industry? Why did CDU Chancellor Angela 

Merkel not pursue a more far-sighted course of 

action? Which social and political connections, 

which economic and strategic interests, caused 

Germany to come to rely on Putin, when even 

before his invasion of Ukraine he was waging 

war, suppressing opposition, curtailing 

people’s freedoms and abusing human rights? 

FAZ correspondents Reinhard Bingener and 

Markus Wehner reveal the ‘Moscow 
connection’ in German politics, and show how 

one of Germany’s worst foreign policy 

misjudgements since 1945 was made possible. 

 
Reinhard Bingener has been a political 

correspondent based in Hannover since August 

2014, reporting for the Frankfurter Allgemeine 

Zeitung on Lower Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt, 

Bremen and the Evangelical Churches in Germany. 

 

Markus Wehner has been a correspondent for the 

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung in Berlin since 

2017, and reports on German politics, Berlin and 

Brandenburg. From October 1999 he spent five 

years as the newspaper’s correspondent in 
Moscow, and from the end of 2004 until mid-2017 

he was a correspondent for the Frankfurter 

Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung in Berlin. 
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Sophie Schönberger 

The Imposition of Democracy 

An Essay 

 

2023 

192 pages 

Softcover with flaps 

€16.00 

 

German title: 

Zumutung Demokratie 

Ein Essay 

 

• ‘Hell may be other people. But beyond hell, 
which is ultimately bearable, yawns the anti-

democratic abyss.’ 
• Highly topical 

• What has caused the loss of faith in 

democracy? 

• Democracy needs social interaction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tolerating other people – Sophie 

Schönberger on democracy in crisis 

 

Hell, said Jean-Paul Sartre, is other people. 

Democracy sends us to a specific version of 

this hell, since it is a form of government that 

not only promises us political freedom but also 

demands of us that we tolerate ‘other people’ 
with all their divergent opinions, needs and 

interests. 

The growing internal opposition currently 

being experienced by democratic systems 

shows that more and more people are 

perceiving these demands as intolerable, and 

that the crisis of democracy is also a crisis for 

community, for our tolerance of others, and for 

our ability to come together. In this context, 

constitutional lawyer Sophie Schönberger asks 

which demands and promises are fundamental 

to the ‘we’ that is a vital component of any 
democracy, how the ‘I’ and the ‘you’ can come 
together to form a ‘we’ in contemporary 
society, and how democracy as a form of 

government and a way of life can be made 

compatible with the coming together and 

drifting apart of individuals. 

 

Sophie Schönberger is a professor of public law, 

art law and cultural law at the Heinrich Heine 

University in Dusseldorf, and co-director of the 

Institute for German and International Party Law 

and Party Research. Her most recent book 

published by C.H.Beck is ‘Was soll zurück? Die 

Restitution von Kulturgütern im Zeitalter der 

Nostalgie’ (2021). 
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Gerd Koenen 

In the Light of War 

Reflecting on Russia 

 

2023 

280 pages 

Softcover with flaps 

€18.00 

 

German title: 

Im Widerschein des Krieges 

Nachdenken über Russland 

 

• ‘Gerd Koenen is incredibly intelligent, but he 

never gives the impression of thinking he 

knows everything.’ – Thea Dorn 

• A thoughtful analysis from Russia expert 

Gerd Koenen 

• Russia in the never-ending cycle of history – 

Gerd Koenen analyses Russia’s path to war 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘The abyss we are gazing into’: Gerd 
Koenen on Russia’s path to war 

 

What drove Putin and the powerful elite of 

oligarchs around him to start such a murderous 

and self-destructive war of aggression? What 

are Russia’s long-term goals? And why has 

this potentially deadly tension sprung up 

between Russia and its Western neighbours 

once again, turning the whole of Europe into a 

danger zone? 

In recent decades, few people have researched 

the German-Russian web of historical 

experiences, power-political interests and 

ideological fever dreams in greater depth than 

Gerd Koenen. In the light of this new war, 

which throws up many old questions, he 

embarks on an investigation that takes us from 

the cynical partnership of the Hitler-Stalin pact 

to the friend-or-foe propaganda of our own 

times, and from the founders of ‘Memorial’ to 
Putin’s spin doctors. Personal meetings and 

nuanced analyses come together to produce a 

long-term diagnosis of a country suffering 

from deep insecurity, whilst at the same time 

wanting to be seen as a world power on a par 

with China and the USA. 

 

Gerd Koenen was awarded the Leipzig Book Fair 

Prize for European Understanding for his recently 

reissued book ‘The Russia Complex’. His history 
of communism, ‘Die Farbe Rot’, was nominated 
for several book prizes. He is one of the leading 

experts on the political mentality of Russia. 
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Ernst Peter Fischer 

Why Do the Stars Twinkle? 

The Wonders of the World, Scientifically 

Explained 

 

2023 

240 pages 

Paperback 

€16.00 

 

German title: 

Warum funkeln die Sterne? 

Die Wunder der Welt wissenschaftlich erklärt 

 

• ‘The thing is this: everything that endures 
arises from questions. Think of the question 

asked by every child: what does the wind do 

when it’s not blowing?’ - Erich Kästner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The wonders of our world – explained by 

Ernst Peter Fischer 

 

Bestselling author Ernst Peter Fischer is an 

expert at providing entertaining answers to the 

questions we as human beings can’t help 
asking when we look at ourselves and our 

environment in a curious and attentive way. In 

writing this book, he has selected not only the 

questions he himself has been asked most 

frequently during his career as a science 

historian and author, but also the questions he 

personally finds the most exciting. The result 

is an accessible and enjoyable compendium in 

five chapters, featuring scientific explanations 

of the wonders of our world. 

 

Even with simple questions – let alone the 

really big ones – it’s rare to find one clear 

answer that resolves everything. There are 

often several possible answers, all equally 

valid. This means that with every fact we 

establish, more questions arise. Thus we can 

enjoy this acquisition of knowledge our whole 

lives, because it is never finished. The process 

of finding answers and thereby generating 

further questions never comes to an end – is at 

the heart of science. Ernst Peter Fischer takes 

an entertaining approach to the huge variety of 

questions human beings ask themselves. 

 

Ernst Peter Fischer is a physicist and a professor 

at the University of Constance and the University 

of Heidelberg, where he teaches the history of 

science. The most acclaimed book in his 

impressive body of work is ‘Die andere Bildung’ 
(2001), which became a science bestseller. His 

books ‘Das wichtigste Wissen. Vom Urknall bis 
heute’ (2020) and ‘Die Stunde der Physiker. 
Einstein, Bohr, Heisenberg und das Innerste der 

Welt’ (2022) are also published by C.H.Beck. 

 

Further works published by C.H.Beck: 

 

The Most Important Knowledge (2020) 

Korean: Dasan Books Co., Ltd. 

Turkish: Repar Tasarim 

Simplified Chinese: Social Sciences 

Academic Press  
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Harald Haarmann 

The Invention of the Wheel 

How World History Was Set in Motion 

 

2023 

192 pages with 43 colour illustrations and 2 

maps 

Paperback 

€20.00 

 

German title: 

Die Erfindung des Rades 

Als die Weltgeschichte ins Rollen kam 

 

• “Take away the wheel - and we are left with 

very little.” - Physicist Ernst Mach, 1883 

• The most important invention in human 

history – and why it is so relatively recent 

• New archaeological insights in human history 

– and why it is so relatively recent 

• How the wheel gave rise to new empires, 

boosted trade and became a powerful symbol 

in philosophy and religion 

• Featuring numerous colour illustrations 

 

 

Korean translation rights sold to Alma 
Publishing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How world history was set in motion – the 

triumph of an invention 

 

Wheels and wagons are astonishingly recent 

achievements. Harald Haarmann, using new 

discoveries and research, shows that this 

ground-breaking invention actually originated 

not in Mesopotamia but in ancient Europe and 

the Eurasian Steppe, and how it spread from 

there across the ancient world. The persistence 

of wheels and wagons as religious symbols to 

this day shows how profoundly they shaped the 

early advanced civilisations. 

In the advanced civilisations of South 

America, there were no wheels at all. Harald 

Haarmann shows how the potter’s wheel was 
invented in the Danube Valley civilisation in 

around 5000 B.C. It would be another thousand 

years before the first wagons were built in the 

Eurasian Steppe, which had a highly mobile 

society and suitable terrain. From there, the 

innovation quickly spread in all directions: to 

Europe, Mesopotamia, India and China. In 

around 2000 B.C. the era of the chariot began, 

enabling people to conquer and control large 

areas. This was the heyday of the ancient 

Oriental empires. The replacement of chariots 

by highly mobile mounted armies could not 

halt the triumph of the wheel: trolleys, bucket 

wheels, spinning wheels and gear drives have 

changed the world, and are still doing so to this 

day. 

 

Harald Haarmann is one of the most renowned 

linguists and cultural scholars in the world. He has 

been awarded several prizes, including the Prix 

Logos by the Association européenne des 

linguistes in Paris, and the Premio Jean Monnet. 

His books have been translated into many 

languages. His works ‘Geschichte der Schrift’ 
(2017), ‘Vergessene Kulturen der Weltgeschichte’ 
(2019) and finally ‘Die seltsamsten Sprachen der 
Welt’ (2021) are also published by C.H.Beck. 
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Further works published by C.H.Beck: 

 

History of the Deluge (2003) 

Italian: Giulio Einaudi Editore  

Simplified & Complex Chinese: Morning Star Publishing  

 Serbian: Izdavacka ku’ca 

 

World History of Numbers (2008) 

 Koreanisch: Alma Publishing  

 Turkish: Repar Tasarim  

 

History of the Script (2002) 

 Italian: Giulio Einaudi Editore  

 Turkish: Repar Tasarim  

 

Forgotten Cultures of World History (2019) 

 Italian: Bollati Boringhieri  

 Korean: Dolbegae Publishers  

 

The Enigma of the Danube Civilization (2011) 

 English: Verlagshaus Römerweg  

 Croatian: Akademska Knijga  

 

In the Footsteps of the Indo-Europeans (2016) 

 English: Verlagshaus Römerweg  

 Italian: Bollati Boringhieri  

 

World History of Languages (2006) 

 Italian: Bollati Boringhieri  
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Albrecht Beutelspacher 

Zero, Infinity and Wild 13 

The Most Important Numbers and Their 

Stories 

 

2023 

208 pages with 24 diagrams, 8 tables and 2 

illustrations 

Paperback 

€14.95 

 

German title:  

Null, unendlich und die wilde 13 

Die wichtigsten Zahlen und ihre Geschichten 

 

• A supremely accessible book and an essential 

one, even for people who have had nothing to 

do with numbers since school apart from 

checking their speedometer or their drinks 

receipts.’ - Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung 

• Albrecht Beutelspacher’s entertaining study 

of numbers 

• The renowned mathematician and founding 

director of the Mathematikum museum in 

Gießen tells the most exciting stories about 

the most important numbers 

• ‘Zero, Infinity and Wild 13’ proves that every 
number is a key to the world… a fascinating 
book!’ - Welt am Sonntag 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The most important numbers and their 

stories 

 

For many people, numbers – first invented 

over 20,000 years ago for practical reasons – 

have something magical about them. Albrecht 

Beutelspacher tells the most exciting stories 

about the most important numbers. A book you 

don’t need any mathematical knowledge to 

understand, and which will help everyone 

discover their own favourite number. 

Over 20 percent of all numbers start with 1, 

and so it is 1 – the number with which counting 

begins – that marks the beginning of this 

entertaining journey through the world of 

numbers. With 2, the world is divided into two 

parts, and in 3 it comes back together again. 4 

is the number of orientation, 5 the number of 

nature, and with 6 order is finally instilled in 

the world. The seven wise men were actually 

twenty-two, and there is no logical reason why 

a week has seven days. For a long time 0 did 

not exist, and was long overdue by the time it 

was invented in India 2000 years ago. If the 

French Revolution had had its way, a day 

would have consisted of ten hours, each 100 

minutes long, and each of those minutes would 

have lasted 100 seconds. Wild 13 destroys the 

perfect inner balance of 12 – but does that 

necessarily mean it is unlucky? With -1 we 

enter the realm of negative numbers. Their 

apparent paradoxes are perfectly illustrated by 

the following joke, which also features in this 

wonderfully fleet-footed book: A professor is 

standing outside a lecture theatre. He sees five 

students go in, and after a while six students 

come out. The professor thinks to himself: ‘If 
another one goes in now, the lecture theatre 

will be empty again.’ 
 

Albrecht Beutelspacher is an emeritus professor 

of discrete mathematics and geometry at the 

University of Gießen, and founding director of the 

Mathematikum museum. He has won many awards 
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and prizes including the Stiftverband für die 

deutsche Wissenschaft’s Communicator Prize 
(2000), the German IQ Prize (2004), the Hesse 

Culture Prize (2009) and the Deutsche 

Physikalische Gesellschaft’s Medal for Science 
Journalism (2014). His books ‘Das Geheimnis der 
zwölften Münze. Neue mathematische 

Knobeleien’ (2021) and ‘Geheimsprachen und 
Kryptographie’ (2022) are also published by 
C.H.Beck. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further works published by C.H.Beck: 

 

Christian and the Number Artists (2005) 

Complex Chinese: Planter Press  

Simplified Chinese: China Children´s Press  

 Italian: Adriano Salani Editore  

 

Secret Languages (1997) 

Simplified Chinese: Beijing Publishing Group  

Turkish: Repar Tasarim  

 

Numbers (2021) 

English: Dover Publications  

Italian: Carocci Editore  

Turkish: Cinius Yayinlari  

 

Little Mathematic Centre (2016) 

Complex Chinese: CommonWealth Magazine  

Italian: Adriano Salani Editore  

Korean: Planet B  

Spanish: Alianza Editorial 

 

How one jumps into a soap bubble (2015) 

Complex Chinese: Morning Star Publishing  

Russian: Russian Publishing House  

Korean: Shinhan Publishers  
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Fabian Geier and Sebastian Rosengrün 

The 101 Most Important Questions: 

Digitalisation 

 

2023 

160 pages 

Paperback 

€12.95 

 

• A podcast-style crash course in the digitalised 

aspects of our lives 

 

 

German title: 

Die 101 wichtigsten Fragen: Digitalisierung 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who does my smartphone belong to? And 

100 other questions about the digital world 

 

What does digital maturity actually mean? Is it 

partly a moral decision about which software 

to use? Has the internet made our society more 

democratic? How safe are our devices? What 

will happen if a malign artificial intelligence 

achieves world domination? And how can we 

retain control over our own lives in the face of 

the distracting and addictive power of digital 

technologies? 

Fabian Geier and Sebastian Rosengrün, 

philosophers at a prestigious university for 

digital pioneers, answer the most important 

questions about digitalisation in an adept and 

entertaining way. Their book provides an 

enjoyable introduction to the technological, 

social and political dimensions of our digital 

world – and also invites us to reflect on it in a 

philosophical way. 

 

Fabian Geier and Sebastian Rosengrün are 

philosophers who teach at the CODE University of 

Applied Sciences in Berlin, where they are the 

directors of a foundation course in humanities and 

social sciences for students on digital career paths. 

They work not only on the philosophy of 

technology but also on programming languages, 

logic and psychology. 
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Manuela Lenzen 

The Electronic Mirror 

Human Thought and Artificial Intelligence 

 

2022 

240 pages with 10 illustrations 

Softcover with flaps 

€12.95 

 

German title: 

Der Elektronische Spiegel 

Menschliches Denken und künstliche 

Intelligenz 

 

• ‘Manuela Lenzen debunks common myths 
and explains everything we need to know 

about AI right now.’ – Dana Heide, 

Handelsblatt 

• Why so-called ‘intelligent algorithms’ still 
have problems 

• What constitutes natural intelligence? 

• Since the publication of her long-seller 

‘Künstliche Intelligenz’, the author has been a 
sought-after expert on this subject 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Natural intelligence – can it really be 

artificially recreated? 

 

‘The Electronic Mirror’ is about the adventure 
of understanding intelligence by recreating it. 

Science journalist Manuela Lenzen takes us on 

a journey through a dynamic field of research 

that combines psychology, neuroscience, 

biology, philosophy and AI research. Artificial 

intelligence is nowhere near as clever as we 

are. But for this very reason it can give us an 

insight into how intelligence really works, and 

who we are. 

Discussions about artificial intelligence are 

everywhere at the moment, but few people 

realise that the purpose of intelligent machines 

was never solely to relieve us of boring or 

dangerous work. From the start, they were 

hypotheses about the functioning of the mind, 

electronic mirrors in whose distorted reflection 

humanity could see all the more clearly what 

constituted intelligence and what did not. At 

the root of artificial intelligence research was 

the idea that all you needed to do was describe 

human thought accurately enough and you 

would be able to build intelligent machines. 70 

years later, we have been stripped of this 

illusion: the greatest challenges lie not in 

winning a game of chess or rotating geometric 

patterns but in intangible things like flexibility, 

creativity and common sense; in understanding 

a situation and responding appropriately to it. 

 

Manuela Lenzen did a doctorate in philosophy 

and works as a freelance science journalist, writing 

about digitalisation, artificial intelligence and 

cognition research. Her books ‘Künstliche 
Intelligenz. Was sie kann & was uns erwartet’ 
(2019) and ‘Künstliche Intelligenz. Fakten, 

Chancen, Risiken’ (2020) are also published by 
C.H.Beck. 

 

 

 

Further works published by C.H.Beck: 

 

Artificial Intelligence (2018) 

Turkish: Repar Tasarim 
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Matthias Bölinger 

The High-Tech Gulag 

China’s Crimes Against the Uighurs 

  

2023 

256 pages with 8 illustrations and 1 map 

Softcover with flaps 

€18.00 

 

German title: 

Der High-Tech Gulag 

Chinas Verbrechen gegen die Uiguren 

 

• ‘The images from Xinjiang are disturbing. 

They reinforce what we have long known: 

that there are serious human rights abuses 

going on in Xinjiang.’ - German Foreign 

Minister Annalena Baerbock, 24 May 2022 

• A shocking report on the situation in Xinjiang 

• Based on the author’s own research on the 
ground, on interviews with Uighurs living in 

exile, and on analysis of explosive leaks 

• German companies situated next to ‘re-

education camps’: the background to dubious 
choices of location 

• The author is a sinologist and journalist who 

reported from China until the end of 2021 

• ‘Break their roots!’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

China’s crimes and the responsibility of the 
West 

 

No other region in the world is subjected to 

such intense electronic surveillance as that 

found in China’s western province of Xinjiang. 
Mathias Bölinger describes how this 

surveillance system was installed in 2017, 

along with a dense network of camps. He 

explains the long history of the Chinese 

campaign to eliminate the Uighurs, and shows 

that this persecution is now continuing in a 

more invisible and therefore all the more 

pernicious way. 

‘Lock up everyone who needs to be locked up,’ 
ordered Party Secretary Chen Quanguo when 

he moved from Tibet to Xinjiang. ‘Break their 
roots!’ It is estimated that around a tenth of the 

Uighur population was subsequently interned 

in overcrowded ‘re-education’ camps. 
Omnipresent facial recognition cameras and 

spy apps monitor the population’s every move 
– a high-tech gulag. Mathias Bölinger has 

interviewed a number of eyewitnesses, and by 

drawing on their stories and on the latest leaks, 

he shows how the constant fear, arrests, trials 

and physical and psychological torture are 

wearing people down. He explains how 

China’s mistrust of the Muslim Turkic peoples 
in the west has been radicalised in waves, from 

the age of empire to the Cultural Revolution to 

the Xi Jinping era, and which political 

constellations and ideologies are fuelling the 

oppression. The West is quick to pass 

judgement, but very reluctant to follow 

through with consequences. This profound 

book, based on years’ worth of research in 
China and beyond, is a harrowing reminder not 

to let this issue slip down the agenda. 

 

Mathias Bölinger is a sinologist and journalist 

who has reported on and from China for around 

twenty years, and was a correspondent in Beijing 

for various newspapers and broadcasters from 2016 

until 2021. He now reports from Ukraine for 

Deutsche Welle. 
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Otfried Höffe 

Encyclopaedia of Ethics 

  

8th revised and extended edition 2023 

384 pages 

Paperback 

€ 18.00 

 

German title: 

Lexikon der Ethik 

 

• A completely updated edition of the classic 

• With entries on many new subjects, such as: 

- Volunteering 

- Artificial intelligence 

- Intersexuality 

- Sustainability 

- The public sphere 

- The ethics of taxes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A revised and extended new edition of the 

standard work 

 

Ethical problems in politics and industry, 

ecology and medicine are rapidly becoming 

more pressing, and some are the subject of 

heated public debate. This classic 

encyclopaedia is an informative but also 

critical guide to these problems. Expert authors 

explain all the important terms, schools of 

thought and traditions. They put them into 

context, introduce the underlying issues and 

highlight difficulties and possible solutions. 

Since it was first published in 1977, the 

encyclopaedia itself has changed many times 

to keep pace with developments in our ethical 

debates and orientations. It has been 

thoroughly revised for this eighth edition. 

Many entries – including those on abortion, 

discrimination, ways of life, solidarity, 

technology, conservation and renunciation – 

have been updated, and important new entries 

have been added, including on volunteering, 

the limitations of ethics, artificial intelligence, 

intersexuality, conservatism, sustainability, the 

public sphere, populism, the ethics of taxes, 

and trust. 

 

Otfried Höffe is an emeritus professor of 

philosophy at the University of Tübingen and 

works mainly on ethics, political philosophy, Kant 

and Aristotle. 

 

Maximilian Forschner is an emeritus professor of 

philosophy at the University of Erlangen-

Nuremberg and publishes on the philosophy of the 

ancient world, the Middle Ages and the European 

Enlightenment. 

 

Christoph Horn is a professor of philosophy at the 

University of Bonn and specialises in ancient and 

practical philosophy. 

 

Wilhelm Vossenkuhl is an emeritus professor of 

philosophy at the Ludwig-Maximilian University 

in Munich and works on the philosophy of 

language, action theory, ethics and social 

philosophy. 
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Further works published by C.H.Beck: 

 

Immanuel Kant (2020) 

English: State University of New York  

Italian: il Mulino  

Japanese: Hosei University Press  

Korean: Moonye Publishing Co.  

Brazilian Portuguese: Editora WMF 

Martins  

 

The High Art of Aging (2019) 

Simplified Chinese: Social Sciences 

Academic Press 

 

Justice (2021) 

Japanese: Faculty of Law of the 

University of Tokyo 

Portuguese: Universitätsverlag PUCR 

Porto Alegre 

Serbian: Akademska Knijga 

 

Economic Citizen, National Citizen, World 

Citizen (2004) 

Simplified Chinese: Shanghai 

Translation Publishers  

Spanish: Katz editors 

 

A Brief History of Philosophy (2022) 

Spanish: Ediciones Peninsula 

Polish: Polish Scientific Publishers 

 

Aristotle (2014) 

Portuguese: Artmed Editora S.A.  

 

Art of Life and Morality (2009) 

English: Northwestern University 

Evanston  

 

Classics of Philosophy (2008) 

 Korean: Hangilsa Publishing Co.  

 Swedish: Bokförlaget Forum AB  

 

 

 

Thomas Hobbes (2010) 

English: State University of New 

York  

 Spanish: Ediciones Xorki  

 

Critique of Freedom (2021) 

English: University of Chicago Press 

  

Democracy in the Age of Globalization 

(1999) 

Simplified Chinese: Shanghai 

Translation Publishers 

 Italian: il Mulino  

Brazilian Portuguese: Editora WMF 

Martins  

  

Kants Critique of Practical Reason (2012) 

 Japanese: Hosei University Press 

Portuguese: Edicoes Loyola 

  

Lexicon of Ethics (2023) 

 Korean: Ye-Kyong-Publication Co.  

 Spanish: Editorial Critica  

 

Is democracy fit for the future? (2009) 

 Russian: Delo Publishers  

 Serbian: Akademska Knjiga  
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Joseph Vogl 

Capital and Resentment 

A Short Theory of the Present 

 

Paperback 

224 pages 

€ 16,00 

 

German title: 

Kapital und Ressentiment 

 

English translation rights sold to Polity 
Press  

 

Spanish translation rights sold to Adriana 
Hidalgo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An already evident fact is that the pandemic 

has propelled us much further into the digital 

age, with its negative side effects. Completely 

new forms of corporate power have emerged, 

as the internationally renowned thinker Joseph 

Vogl reconstructs in his brilliant analysis of 

Capital and Resentment.  

The fusion of the financial economy with 

modern communication technologies 

establishes a new platform capitalism, at the 

expense of democracy and the common good.  

There is a trail of destruction from the rule of 

the financial markets and the new network 

giants to the dynamised opinion forming 

industry. Democracy, freedom and social 

responsibility are left behind. In this 

groundbreaking book Joseph Vogl 

reconstructs how completely new forms of 

corporate power have emerged in the digital 

age, overwriting our familiar political universe 

with their own evaluation logic and 

intervening ever more massively in the 

decision-making processes of governments, 

societies and economies across national 

borders.  

 

Joseph Vogl is Professor of Modern German 

Literature, Literary and Cultural Studies/Media at 

the University of Berlin and Permanent Visiting 

Professor at Princeton University. His last book, 

“The Sovereignty Effect”, was nominated for the 
Leipzig Book Fair Prize in the non-fiction/essay 

category in 2015. 
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Hedwig Richter 

Democracy 

A German Affair 

From the 18th Century to the Present Day 

 

Updated edition 2023 

416 pages, 22 illustrations 

€18.00 

 

German title: 

Demokratie 

Eine deutsche Affäre 

Vom 18. Jahrhundert bis zur Gegenwart 

 

• Hedwig Richter is a professor for modern and 

contemporary history at the Bundeswehr 

University Munich. For her research she was 

awarded the prize of the Democracy Foundation. 

She regularly presents her topics to a broad 

audience in major newspapers and on radio. 

• Professor Robert Gellately about 

„Democracy” by Hedwig Richter: 
“This amazing book offers a brilliant analysis. It covers 

nothing less than the struggle for democracy in Germany over 

the last 200 or so years, and it is also comparative (or 

transnational) and beautifully written. In spite of all of 

Germany’s difficulties, Professor Richter manages to write a 
fresh, original, and fundamentally optimistic book that just 

glistens. Needless to say, any book this excellent and well-

selling has its share of envious critics, though as usual with an 

analysis that covers so much, it is the specialists of one decade 

or another that feel upset that they were not mentioned, or 

slighted in some way. Professor Richter brings out the role of 

women and the body, a much neglected aspect of international 

comparative history, particularly in Germany. Her book is 

based on a solid theoretical framework and knowledge of 

German history.” 

 

 

 

Freedom, equality, justice - A slightly 

different history of democracy 

 

For a long time it was considered absurd that 

all people - really all! - were supposed to be 

equal. Hedwig Richter shows how this 

revolutionary idea came up and gradually took 

root, also in Germany. Especially here it was 

so radically rejected and became the norm 

again as naturally as nowhere else. Anyone 

who is afraid of the new authoritarian men 

today should read this wonderfully lightly 

written, optimistic book, which shows us the 

Trumps and Erdogan's of this world as 

grotesque last survivers. 

Low participation in elections makes the alarm 

bells ring: disenchantment with democracy! 

But from the beginning, special efforts - from 

alcohol to money to state coercion - were 

needed to get people to vote. A better indicator 

of democratisation is therefore the way the 

human body is treated: the abolition of serfdom 

and corporal punishment, increasing 

prosperity, the humanisation of work, equal 

treatment of the sexes. Hedwig Richter tells the 

story of democracy as a chronology of 

mistakes, coincidences and learning processes 

with the breach of civilisation by the Holocaust 

in its center. Her vivid, refreshing book focuses 

on Germany, because it is precisely the 

German affair with democracy that makes it 

clear how internationally binding the paths to 

freedom, equality and justice are. For her 

research Hedwig Richter was awarded the 

prize of the Democracy Foundation. She 

regularly presents her topics to a broad 

audience in major newspapers and on radio. 

 

Hedwig Richter is a history professor who teaches 

in Munich, Germany. Professor Richter writes for 

the top three German newspapers from Frankfurt, 

Berlin, and Munich. She brings her ability to write 

to her newest book, and at her relatively young age 

she already has at least four others by my count. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C.H.BECK WISSEN 
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Ronald Leopold 

Anne Frank  

In collaboration with the Anne Frank 

House in Amsterdam 

 

In Collaboration with Bas von Benda-

Beckmann, Gertjan Broek and Menno 

Metselaar Translated from Dutch by Waltraud 

Hüsmert 

 

2023 

144 pages with 23 illustrations 

€12.00 

 

German title: 

Anne Frank 

 

Dutch translation rights sold to Querido – 
Singel Uitgeverijen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Dear Kitty,…’ 
 

From 12 June 1942, her thirteenth birthday, 

until 1 August 1944, Anne Frank confided in 

her diary about life with her family in a secret 

annex in Amsterdam, where they went into 

hiding to escape the German occupiers. This 

clear introduction, which draws on the latest 

research, describes Anne Frank’s short life, the 

circumstances in which the family went into 

hiding, and what we know about their betrayal, 

deportation and Anne Frank’s death in the 
concentration camp Bergen-Belsen. This short 

reference work also explains the importance of 

the diary as a historical source, as a piece of 

world literature and as a legacy to us all. 

 

Ronald Leopold is a historian and Executive 

Director of the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam. 
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Robert M. Zoske 

The White Rose 

History, People, Legacy 

 

2023 

128 pages with 15 illustrations 

€12.00 

 

German title: 

Die Weiße Rose 

Geschichte, Menschen, Vermächtnis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 80th anniversary of the execution of 

Hans and Sophie Scholl and Christoph 

Probst falls on 22 February 2023 

 

From the summer of 1942 onwards, the ‘White 
Rose’ resistance group denounced the Nazi 
regime in its leaflets and called for an end to 

the war. On 18 February 1943, Hans and 

Sophie Scholl were caught distributing the 

group’s sixth pamphlet at Munich University. 

The group were exposed, and none of them 

survived. Drawing on the latest research, 

Robert Zoske gives a haunting account of what 

motivated the members of the group, the 

sources of their Christian and humanist beliefs, 

and why their courageous actions are still an 

important legacy for us today. 

 

Robert Zoske, a Protestant theologian, was a 

pastor in Hamburg until 2017. His biographies of 

Hans Scholl (‘Flamme sein!’, published by 
C.H.Beck Paperback in 2021) and Sophie Scholl 

(‘Es reut mich nichts’, published by Ullstein in 

2021) were very well received. 
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Bastian Hein 

The SS 

History and Crimes 

 

2nd updated edition 2023 

128 pages with 10 maps 

€12.00 

 

German title: 

Die SS 

Geschichte und Verbrechen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Hitler’s bodyguards to the enforcers 
of the Nazi terror 

 

The SS – the acronym is inextricably linked 

with the Holocaust, probably the greatest crime 

against humanity ever committed. All over the 

world, these two letters are synonymous with 

evil itself. But how exactly did the ‘Black 
Order’ become the enforcers of the Nazis’ 
racial fanaticism? Drawing on the latest 

research, Bastian Hain provides an 

introduction to the history of the Third Reich’s 
state protection corps, explaining how the 

organisation was formed, what its core beliefs 

were and how it selected its members, and 

looking at the crimes it committed. 

 

Bastian Hein did his postdoctoral qualification on 

the history of the SS. He currently works at the 

Bavarian Ministry of Cultural Affairs, focusing 

among other things on issues of political education 

and remembrance culture. 
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Ina Conzen 

Pablo Picasso 

 

2023 

128 pages with 60 illustrations, some in 

colour 

€ 12.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

50th anniversary of Picasso’s death on 8 
April 2023 

 

Pablo Picasso (1881-1973) was one of the most 

important artists of the 20th century and 

produced a breathtakingly broad body of work. 

Imaginative and experimental, he turned his 

hand to almost every medium: painting, 

drawing, printmaking, sculpture, ceramics and 

stage decoration. The stylistic variability of his 

work is fascinating, as is the way it fits into his 

life story. Ina Conzen traces Picasso’s life and 
work, looking in particular at the way the artist 

was strategically portrayed by himself and 

those close to him as a creative genius. 

 

Ina Conzen was head curator of classical modern 

art at the Staatsgalerie Stuttgart until 2021. 
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Hans van Ess 

Confucianism 

 

3rd revised edition 2023 

128 pages with 5 illustrations 

€12.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No doctrine has had a deeper impact on 

Chinese thought and Chinese history than 

Confucianism 

 

Hans van Ess gives a vivid description of the 

life of Confucius, who was born around 2500 

years ago, and explains his fundamental ideas 

in an accessible way. He then traces the history 

of this intellectual tradition right up to the 

present day, and explains its religious, 

philosophical and political aspects. 

 

Hans van Ess is a professor of sinology, Vice 

President of the Ludwig-Maximilian University in 

Munich, and President of the Max Weber 

Foundation. His annotated new translation of 

Confucius’s ‘Analects’ (2023), and his books 
‘Chinesische Philosophie’ (2021), ‘Der Daoismus’ 
(2011) and ‘Die 101 wichtigsten Fragen: China’ 
(2020) are also published by C.H.Beck. 
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Christian von Hirschhausen 

Nuclear Energy 

The Past and Future of a Risky Technology 

 

2023 

128 pages with 15 illustrations 

€12.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The past and future of a risky technology 

 

This book gives an overview of historical and 

current lines of conflict in the field of nuclear 

energy, and helps the reader understand current 

debates. It begins with the development of 

nuclear energy and its military and commercial 

applications, then looks at geopolitical and 

institutional aspects and issues relating to the 

energy sector. It ends with two issues that are 

the subject of heated debate in Germany and 

beyond: the phasing out of nuclear energy, 

which is explained here in the European and 

the global context, and the problem of how to 

dispose of highly radioactive waste. 

 

Christian von Hirschhausen is head of the 

Economic and Infrastructure Policy Department at 

the Technical University of Berlin, and Director of 

Research at the German Institute for Economic 

Research (DIW Berlin), as well as being a member 

of the nuclear energy research group. 
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Lorenz Korn 

A History of Islamic Art 

 

2nd revised edition 2023 

144 pages with 53 illustrations, some in 

colour 

€12.00 

 

Turkish translation rights sold to Repar 

Tasarim  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This book gives a lively and concise overview 

of Islamic art from its beginnings to modern 

times. It outlines not only the fundamentals 

found in the whole of the Islamic world but 

also the diverse regional traditions that shape 

the richness of Islamic art. Lorenz Korn 

explains ‘aniconism’ in Islam and its effects on 
art, and introduces us to the various categories 

of Islamic art, from calligraphy and decorative 

arts to the illumination of manuscripts, from 

the architecture of palaces and burial 

monuments to the many different forms of 

mosque. 

 

Lorenz Korn is a professor of Islamic art history 

and archaeology at the University of Bamberg. His 

book ‘Die Moschee. Architektur und religiöses 

Leben’ (C.H.Beck Wissen 2012) is also published 
by C.H.Beck. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



54 

C.H.Beck SPRING 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bernd U. Schipper 

A History of Israel in Antiquity 

 

2nd revised edition 2023 

128 pages with 2 illustrations and 4 maps 

€12.00 

 

Spanish translation rights sold to Ediciones 

Sigueme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Israel was a kingdom in northern Jerusalem 

and also the self-chosen name of a people who 

worshipped the god Yahweh. Bernd U. 

Schipper tells the story of this kingdom and 

people from the end of the second millennium 

B.C. to the Roman era, based on 

archaeological and other non-Biblical sources. 

His study thus encompasses cities, events, 

temples and cults in Israel which do not feature 

in the Bible. A must-read for anyone who 

wants to learn about the history behind Biblical 

stories, based on the latest historical research. 

 

Bernd U. Schipper is an Egyptologist and 

theologian, and works as a professor of the Old 

Testament at the Humboldt University in 

Berlin, focusing on ‘the history of Israel in the 

ancient Oriental world’. He has been a visiting 
professor at Harvard University and was 

awarded the European Research Council’s 
Advanced Grant, Europe’s most prestigious 
research prize. 
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Arne Karsten 

A History of Venice 

 

2nd revised edition 2023 

128 pages with 12 illustrations and 2 maps 

€12.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the course of its history, Venice has been 

much more than just the city of dreams and 

death as which it is known today. In its heyday, 

the city in the lagoon was not only one of the 

richest but also one of the most powerful cities 

in the world, and behaved for centuries in the 

style of a major European power. Arne Karsten 

gives a clear, knowledgeable account of the 

city’s political, economic and artistic fortunes 
– from its modest beginnings to the fall of the 

Republic of Venice in 1797, and how it ‘rose 
from the ashes’ as a unique city of culture. 

 

Arne Karsten is a historian and art historian 

and teaches at the Historical Seminar at the 

Bergische University in Wuppertal. His book 

‘Bernini. Der Schöpfer des barocken Rom’ 
(2017) is also published by C.H.Beck. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further works published by C.H.Beck: 

 

Bernini (2017) 

Italian: Salerno Editrice 
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Matthias Waechter 

A History of France 

 

2023 

128 pages 

€12.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The history of France from the Middle Ages 

to the present day 

 

France is one of the oldest nations in Europe, 

and has a fascinating and eventful past. 

Matthias Waechter, an expert on France who 

teaches in Nice, traces this history from the 

Middle Ages to the present day, and explains 

what is unique about the development of 

France. He paints a concise and illuminating 

portrait of Germany’s closest neighbour, gives 

an introduction to the politics, culture and 

society of different epochs, and explains how 

France became what it is today. 

 

Matthias Waechter is the director of the Institut 

Européen-European Institute in Nice and director 

of the Centre international de formation 

européenne (CIFE). His book ‘Geschichte 
Frankreichs im 20. Jahrhundert’ (2019) is also 
published by C.H.Beck. 
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Jürgen Sarnowsky 

The Templars 

 

3rd revised edition 2023 

128 pages with 6 illustrations and 2 maps 

€12.00 

 

 

Further works published by C.H.Beck: 

 

The Exploration of the World (2016) 

 Czech: Vysehrad Publishers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No other order is more shrouded in legend than 

‘The Poor Knights of the Temple of King 
Solomon’. Jürgen Sarnowsky gives a 
knowledgeable account of the order’s eventful 
history, from its beginnings in the 12th century 

and its involvement in the Crusades to its 

violent dissolution in 1312. He also looks at the 

huge historical impact of the Templars, who, 

through the role they played in the Crusades, 

helped to shape world history. The third 

edition of this short standard work draws on 

the latest research. 

 

Jürgen Sarnowsky was a professor of medieval 

history at the University of Hamburg. His books 

‘Der Deutsche Orden’ (2022) and ‘Die Johanniter’ 
(2011) are also published by C.H.Beck. 
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Eva Cancik-Kirschbaum 

The Assyrians 

History, Society, Culture 
 

4th revised and updated edition 2023 

128 pages with 6 illustrations and 2 maps 

€12.00 
 

Italian translation rights sold to Il Mulino  

 

Turkish translation rights sold Alfa Basim 

Yayinlari 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eva Cancik-Kirschbaum gives a concise 

introduction to the history of one of the most 

important peoples in the ancient Orient. She 

describes the beginnings of the Assyrian 

culture in the third century B.C., the 

development of its society, economy, culture 

and religion, the origins of its empire, its 

powerful expansion, and finally its fall in the 

war against the Medes and the Babylonians in 

the late 7th century B.C. 

 

Eva Cancik-Kirschbaum is a professor of ancient 

Oriental studies at the Free University of Berlin. 
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Stefan Esders 

The Lombards 

History and Culture 
 

2023 

128 pages with 2 illustrations and 3 maps 

€12.00 

 

German title: 

Die Langobarden 

Geschichte und Kultur 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lombards rocked the post-Roman 

world 

 

This book gives an exciting introduction to the 

history and culture of the Lombards, who had 

a significant impact on the fortunes of Italy 

during the 6th, 7th and 8th centuries. It looks at 

the origins and identity of the Lombards, the 

consolidation of their power, their legal 

system, their writing and their language, but 

also at internal and external conflicts and 

finally at their downfall in the struggle against 

the Franks under Charlemagne. The book also 

touches on the legacy of the Lombards: various 

traces of their presence remain, including in 

the name of the Italian region of Lombardy. 

 

Stefan Esders is a professor at the Free University 

of Berlin, where he teaches the history of late 

antiquity and the Early Middle Ages. 
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Egon Schallmayer 

The Limes 

History of a Frontier 
 

4th updated edition 2023 

136 pages with 9 maps and illustrations 

€12.00 

 

German title: 

Der Limes 

Geschichte einer Grenze 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Limes, once the frontier of the Roman 

Empire, is now one of the largest 

archaeological monuments in the world, and 

features as such on the UNESCO World 

Heritage List. This book provides a clear and 

expert account of the development of the 

Limes, its functions, structures and systems, 

but also of the lives of the Roman legionnaires 

and civilians at the edges of the Roman 

Empire. 

 

Egon Schallmayer is a former director of 

Römerkastell Saalburg (Saalburg Roman Fort) and 

state archaeologist for Hesse. He is currently a 

visiting lecturer in the archaeology of the Roman 

provinces at the University of Cologne. 
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Steffen Patzold 

The Feudal System 
 

2nd revised edition 2023 

128 pages with 1 poster 

€12.00 
 

 

German title: 

Das Lehnswesen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When and how did fiefdoms emerge? What 

was their function in the Middle Ages? What 

did the relationship between feudal lords and 

vassals look like? In this book, Steffen Patzold 

looks at almost 1000 years of the history of the 

feudal system and provides an accessible 

summary of everything we need to know – and 

also the things we cannot know. 

 

Steffen Patzold is a professor of medieval history 

and the auxiliary science of history at the 

University of Tübingen. 
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   Matthias Göritz 

   The Language of the Sun 

   A Novel 

 

 

   2023 

   336 pages 

   Hardcover 

   €25.00 

    

   German title: 

   Die Sprache der Sonne 

   Roman 

 

    

• ‘Taksim, ancient cistern, Taksim, starting 
point of a world, nowhere else is the Earth 

as round as it is here.’ 
• The story of a young American tracing the 

history of her Jewish grandmother, who fled 

from Germany to Istanbul 

• A major, century-spanning novel about 

Istanbul 

• Could “not-belonging” somewhere also be a 
solution? 

 

 

Previous works were sold to Slovenia, 

Turkey and Uzbekistan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A polyphonic, sensual homage to vibrant 

Istanbul 

 

Young American Lee is newly divorced and 

restless. She travels to Istanbul, hoping to find 

out more about her grandmother’s past: 
Helene Bischoff, a German Jew, fled to 

Istanbul in the 1930s to escape the 

persecution of the Nazi regime. At that time 

Kemal Atatürk was offering many Jews 

asylum in Turkey; he was especially keen to 

welcome intellectuals, engineers, doctors and 

lawyers whom he hoped would help promote 

the radical modernisation of Turkey. 

In Istanbul, that historic megacity between 

East and West, Lee learns that her 

grandmother’s former companion and 
occasional lover, the journalist and agent 

Georg Naumann, is still alive, now well over 

a hundred years old. What links him to 

Helene and perhaps even to Lee? In this 

exciting, multifaceted novel we experience 

the violence of history, the power of love and 

Istanbul as a labyrinth and a refuge. 

Knowledgeable and sensual – the major new 

novel by Matthias Göritz. 

 

Matthias Göritz lives in St Louis, where he 

teaches at Washington University. He is a poet, 

translator and playwright. His published works 

include the novels ‘Der kurze Traum des Jakob 
Voss’ (2005), ‘Träumer und Sünder’ (2013) and 
‘Parker’ (2018) (the latter two novels are 
published by C.H.Beck) and the poetry volume 
‘Spools’ (2021). He has won the Mara Cassens 
Prize, the William H. Gass Award and the 
International Pretnar Award. 
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     Stefan von der Lahr 

     Demons in the Vatican 

     A Crime Novel 

 

 

     2023 

     445 pages 

     Softcover with flaps 

     €20.00 

 

German title: 

Dämonen im Vatikan 

Kriminalroman 

 
 

• ‘Do-gooders, clerics and people raking in 

money, all involved in contemporary but 

also in historical intrigues – like Dan 

Brown, but much more intelligent.’ - Rose-

Marie Gropp, faz.net 

• It’s not just the building of a new 
underground line that could rock the 

foundations of the Vatican 

• Reformer pope Laurentius in severe danger 

• Commissario Bariello and suffragan 

bishop Montebello fight against invisible 

enemies in their own ranks 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The third case for Commissario Bariello 

and suffragan bishop Montebello – deep 

beneath the foundations of Vatican City 

 

Even Rome can be very cold. But 

Commissario Bariello is still surprised when 

he is called to examine the body of a man 

who seems to have frozen to death – in the 

height of summer. The mystery surrounding 

the dead man grows even murkier when it 

emerges that he was a priest and an editor at 

L’Osservatore Romano and was convinced, in 
the weeks before his death, that he had seen a 

demon in Vatican City. 

Sua Eccellenza Montebello, suffragan bishop 

of Naples, is faced with a mystery of a very 

different kind. For his birthday he has 

received a valuable gift: a unique edition of 

the Legenda Aurea, at one time the most 

widely read book of the Middle Ages, which 

features lots of saint’s legends. But his copy 
also contains four extraordinary drawings, 

which could trigger an earthquake in church 

politics in the Vatican. No sooner have he and 

his people arrived in Rome to investigate, 

than more mysterious deaths occur. 

Montebello and Bariello are clearly 

obstructing the interests of church dignitaries, 

economic potentates and mafia bosses alike. 

For a long time, these individuals have made 

sure they do not go short of blessings. The 

suffragan bishop and the inspector realise that 

anyone who gets in the way of these powerful 

groups soon goes to meet their maker. 

 
Stefan von der Lahr has a degree in ancient 

history and has worked at C.H.Beck for thirty 

years. His novels ‘Hochamt in Neapel’ (2019) and 
‘Das Grab der Jungfrau’ (2020) also feature 
Bariello and Montebello. 
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        André Hille 

       Season of Stones 

       A Novel 
 

2023 

342 pages 

Hardcover 

€22.00 

 

German title: 

Jahreszeit der Steine 

Roman 
 

 

• ‘Me and Levje in a house, an unusual 
amount of love between us, a plan to 

move, to start again.’ 
• An unflinching look at the reality of family 

life 

• The story of a single day from morning to 

midnight 

• A precise, thoughtful, disarmingly honest 

and tender contemporary novel 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every day contains a whole life 

 

Waking up far too early in his village home, 

the young son of the first-person narrator lies 

across the bed between his parents. The daily 

routine begins, there is tension in the air: the 

couple, having three young children, is not 

speaking to each other, and as the day wears 

on the pressure builds. Where will all this 

lead? 

André Hille’s novel ‘Season of Stones’ tells 
the story of a single day from morning to 

midnight, a day full of work, errands, 

interactions, arguments, thoughts, feelings 

and memories. A day full of tension. Every 

day contains a whole life, with its highs and 

lows, events and encounters, and the images 

and thoughts they evoke. Confronted with the 

children’s desires and personalities, which are 
tenderly and lovingly described, the narrator 

remembers his own difficult childhood in the 

East, and asks himself what it means to be a 

good father and where the conflict with his 

wife Levje springs from. Thoughtful and 

moving, disarmingly honest, sometimes 

angry, then funny again, written with an 

almost magical precision, ‘Season of Stones’ 
is an unforgettable contemporary novel. 

 

André Hille was born in 1974, and founded the 

‘Textmanufaktur’, now one of the top writing 
schools in the German-speaking world. He taught 

creative writing for ten years, including at the 

Universities of Leipzig and Saarbrücken and at 

mediacampus frankfurt. He lives with his wife and 

three children in Fischerhude. His first novel ‘Das 
Rauschen der Nacht’ was published in autumn 
2020. 
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      Nico Bleutge 

     roosting tree variations 

      

2023 

115 pages 

Hardcover 

€20.00 

 

German title: 

schlafbaum-variationen 

gedichte 

 

• ‘Before articulating a message, these 
poems are all music, in the finest tradition.’ 
Jochen Jung, DIE ZEIT 

• New poems from Nico Bleutge about joy 

and loss 

• Poems about beginning, about memory and 

presence 

• ‘This sparkling and glittering of the poetic 
texture has become the hallmark of the 

poet Nico Bleutge.’ - Michael Braun, Neue 

Zürcher Zeitung, on ‘nachts leuchten die 

schiffe’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New poems by Nico Bleutge 

 

A child is born. It changes the parent’s 
perception of the world. Feelings of joy, 

exhaustion, then great joy again. But at the 

same time, there is the pain of loss. A loved 

one died not long before. The shock 

reverberates, cuts into the body and into 

sounds. How can emotions and thoughts be 

translated into each other? What connects 

words and the self? Closeness and distance? 

Euphoric moments and suffering? 

Nico Bleutge gives voice to these questions 

and forges his own unique rhythm from them. 

Poems about beginnings, about language 

before language, and about the relationship 

between memory and presence. Time 

lengthens and contracts in the play of sounds: 

‘This gnawing, twisting together / of clouds, 

begin: not one / syllable to stand, compress / 

everything within’. The shimmering title 
sequence follows hawks and starlings beside 

the Tiber. Here, vocabulary meets magic 

words. We see cracks in the images that 

resemble the cracks in the landscape. And 

memory feeds in seemingly incidental details. 

Like the sound of breathing, which is always 

there but which you don’t notice until you 
turn your attention to it. With a keen feeling 

for language, Nico Bleutge explores the gaps 

in our perception and shows us the power of 

words, sonorous, sensual, simultaneously 

concrete and imaginary. 

 
Nico Bleutge lives in Berlin. His poetry volumes 
‘klare konturen’ (2006), ‘fallstreifen’ (2008), 
‘verdecktes gelände’ (2013), ‘nachts leuchten die 
schiffe’ (2017), and the book ‘Drei Fliegen. Über 
Gedichte’ (2020) are also published by C.H.Beck. 
He has won many prizes for his writing, including 
the Alfred Kerr Prize (2016), the Kranichstein 
Literature Prize (2017) and a residency at Villa 
Massimo in Rome (2018/19). 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 




